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ATISFPIED er A. .condeſs 
cenſion will accept the oblation; of 
duty, and your politeneſs readily 
the miſtake of Reſpect, which alben 
often gives offence in its efforts to — 
to you my Lord I preſume to dedicate 
= Piece: for where among the youth 
quality, could 1 ſelect a nobleman, 
hs? would more honour. my diſeern- 
ment than your Lordſhip? Poſſeſſing 
_ from Nature a fine diſpoſition, and an 
extenſive capacity, your mind and 
manners have been formed into ele- 
gance, under the auſpices of an illuſtrious 


: father—a | father whoſe noble talents, 
Vox. I. e diffuſive 
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DICATION. 

diffuſive Knowledge, penetrative Judg- 
ment, Honour and Loyalty, have render- 
ed him the choice of a good and great 
King, ta preſide over affairs of the higb- 
eſt conſequence . And it is my nobleſt 
boaſt, that I ſtand in ſome degree of pro- 
pinquity, to .a perſanage equally to be 
eſteemed for the qualities of head and 
heart, as for the nobility of his titles, 
and the grandeur of his high office; 
happy indeed if I could approximate the 


ſublimity of that genius, which like the 


morning ſtar, I can only view at humble 
The reafon, my lord, why the Chineſe 
author calls this piece Epic, is more 


diſtance, through the teleſoope of admi- 


from its treating of ſublime ſubjects, 


than for its being narration. The flow» 


ery exuberance of his numerous ſtyle, 


be compared to the Garden of 
Eden, rich —= a thouſand luxuriant 
charms, that required the pruning knife, 
vrhich at beſt would but ſever a beauty 
from the grace of free Nature, who 
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that, melting ſimplicity, in which the 


French ſo much delight: and your | 


lordſhip will find this tranſlation has 
followed the eaſtern taſte, ever fond of 
elevated language; yet not correct in its 
elegance: and indeed the nice eye of 


' ornaments. In St. Paul's Cathedral, that 
beautiful ſtructure, it beholds with diſs 
taſte, thoſe embelliſhments fo charming 
to Fancy ; for there angels are employed 
to ſupport a. little cornice. Thus like 
the diſcourſe of Iſocrates, it wauld re- 
quire ten years to bring this work to 
perfection, that was obliged to be finiſh 
ed in a few months: and in a compoſi- 


Humility forms this requeſt, that the 


detection may be followed by clemency, 
While he attempts to charm juvenile 


| F ancy, by the majeſtic pomp of language, 
a variety of ſtriking incidents, and a lof- 
ty ſubject glancing through the Miltonic 
theme, I indulge myſelf to-hope it will 
not be altogether unworthy your lord- 
Mip's patronage, from its tendency to 


3 


judgment, is ſeldom pleaſed in a review of 


tion ſo difficult, errors muſt abound; but 


exalt Virtue, depreſs. Vice, and ſhow the 
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„ DEDICATION; 
picture of Religion in 4 light the moſt 


1 amiable. 


Straitened by time, 1 with perfection 
had given the language all the finiſhed 


=_ of ' eloquence, and the ' muſic of 
owing periods; but that being the 


ſecondary praiſe of writing, F hope'every 


ik A inaccufacy will be compenſated by noble 


| ſentiments, ſublime images, and copious 
invention. Tis from candour ſuch 'as 
yours, my lord, that innumerable faults 
meet pardon, while the ſeverity of criti- 
ciſm,- difallowing the frailty of human- 


nature, for a few errors would over- : 


throw the whole edifice. - 
Confeſſing then my own imbecility; 


let me truſt, that the candour which I 


celebrate will ſmile auſpicious indul- 


fective; while I profeſs myſelf, with Ge 
greateſt reſpect, 


MY Lox p, 80 . e 
Your Lordfhip's moſt devoted, 2 
And moſt ee — 


nce on humble intention however de- 
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CHINESE ANCHORITE. 


OLDED in the flowery figure of eaſtern 

| allegory, the ſeminal moral of this piece 

may be conſidered as an apology at once 
for the Chriſtian religion, and the origin of 
evil. Before the ſplendid ſtructure was erect- 
ed, in laying down the plan, the grand deſign 
was to attract the moſt philoſophic by its ſub- 
lime magnificence, and to charm the young, 
the gay, and thoughtleſs, into thought, and 
the love of ethic truth by the elegance of its 
enrichments. Thus the rugged paths of Vir- 
tue, which at firſt appear very painful, are ren- 
dered, with all their ſharp aſperities, deſirable, 
by the certain happineſs to which ſhe 1s the 
noble conductreſs; and which gradually opens 
in the travel of life to the delighted eye, till 
abſolute poſſeſſion: while, on the other hand, 
Vor. 1 B | the 
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the flowery gardens of Vice, which, on their en- 
trance are deliciouſly charming, may be to the 
leaſt judicious, rendered ſutpected, and at 
length be given up, when ſtubborn fact ſpeaks 


in a variety of examples, which inconteſtibly 


declare, that gay Indulgence, with all her be- 
witching blandiſhments, the ſeeming benefac- 
treſs of youth, the only beſtower of delight, 

is at heart a cruel and deceitful ſorcereſs, who, 
by the ſweet intoxication of voluptuous plea- 


ſure, pollutes and degrades the ſoul, till ſhe 


plunges it with unfeeling rigour, into the 
deepeſt gulf of miſery. 

Such are the triumphs of Indulgence ! But 
with candour judge where form 1s boldly given 
fo Morality and, when adapting high opinions 
to the einokument of Virtue, ſentiment i is per- 
ſonified: nor be ſtartled at a pompous diction, 
which deviates from the quaint neatneſs of 
cold Simplicity; for here the ſubject often re- 
quires the moſt elevated expreſſions. 

Come then ye, Who ſtraying through the 
groves of thoughtleſs gaity, ſhun the ſolitary 
avenues which lead to grave-forbidding Inſtruc- 
tion; now you may find a guide, who going 
through the blooming paths of pleaſure, will 
conduct you to the magnificent temple of W1l- 
dom, which forms the grand termination. 


There, on a ſplendid throne, not now a Cynic, 


Wiſdom's roly queen, arrayed in the gorgeous 
robes of ſublime grandeur, crowned with a 


celeſtial diadem, holding the __ of Crea- 


tion, 
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+ tion, attended) with angelic powers, at whoſe 
f;äootſtool is chained direful evil; ſhall, from 
the tuneful lips of eloquence, give you an en- 
tertainment more inchanting that the — 22 

of feſtivity. | 
Thoſe ſublime ideas, ſo neceſſary to exerciſe 
mankind, in order to withdraw the too much 2 
attracted fancy, from the ſweet deluſions of 
i tranſitory elegance, and fix it upon ſuperior 
; and immortal grandeur ; thoſe lofty ideas can 
never be agreeably introduced to the young, 
the gay, and witty, by the mouth of ſcverly- 
frowning Morality, or the lips of ſage Philo- 
ſophy. No, this taſk is reſerved for ſilken 
pleaſure, purple-winged, blooming beauty, 
dropping odours ; who, with dimpled ſmiles, 
leads her delighted votaries through the bril- 
liant paths of intellectual delicacy, amidſt de- 
licious groves, lucid fountains, and gorgeous 
palaces : who, flying aloft on the wings of 
enraptured imagination, will introduce them 
into the very heavens; approaching as it were, 
the pavilion throne of Deity! viewing his won- 
derous works, in the company of beings the 
moſt glorious; till bright Religion arreſts them 
to adore its author, *0 ſtart back from cruel 
Vice, and to follow goodneſs in the delightful 
gardens of ever vernal happineſs. 
Captain Wilford, and Mr. Theodore John- 
ſon, after they had ſecured the rich purchaſe 


of tea, china, and filk, which they had made of 
"2 = 


—_— 
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the Chineſe, agreed to walk on the delightful 
banks of a magnificent canal. Though the 
glorious eye of day was declining towards 
the golden pavilion, which receives it behind 
the lofty mountains; ſtill it ſhot a ſultry ray 
through the balmy zephyr, ſtored with ſpicy 
fragrance, borrowed from ripening orange 
groves ; and they ſheltered themſekees in the 
cooling ſhade of a cedar N. they 
were diſcourſing on the mighty Revolution in 
China, brought about by the violent eruption 
of Tartars, who now poſſeſs that moſt glorious 
empire; they naturally came to remark on 
that ſupriſing DO which has prevailed fo 
much in the eaſt, and particularly among the 
ancient Chineſe; the tranſmigration of the 
foul from one body to another. Captain 
Wilford ſaid, I find Theodore, by your be- 
ing ſo converſant with the Chineſe, you have 
imbibed with your tea their ſtrange ſenti- 
ments; and the metempſychoſis of Pythagoras 
is one of your favourite tenets; which appears 
to me, who have, indeed, thought but very 
little on that abſtruſe ſubject, extremely ridi- 
culous; and it ſeems comical beyond reaſoning 

that a human foul ſhould be hopping about 
with the body of a flea. To which Theodore 
replied, ridicule can never be admitted to 
bear the teſt of truth, for ſhe can banter things 
the moſt ſolemn add ſacred, and lend Folly 


arms to baffie the arguments of Reaſon and 
Wiſdom. 


THE 
Wiſdom. If we trace the opinion to its foun- 


tain head, we ſhall find it has flowed down the 
ſpring of tradition from the earlieſt accounts 


of time. It ſeems probable that it was re- 


vealed in a caſual manner to the patriarchs, 


and from their traditions, adopted by the 


Egyptians, was countenanced by Jews, and re- 
ceived by all the world. When the great 
Pythagoras travelled out of Greece in ſearch 
of wiſdom, and came into Egypt, the univerſi- 
ty of the world; at length he was initiated 
into the myſteries of the prieſts; and then he 
either received or confirmed the doctrine of 


the metempſychoſis, completed it regularly 


into a ſyſtem, and by him, through the many 
regions of the world he travelled it was propa- 


gated: ſo cogent were his arguments, and the 
doctrine ſo adapted to human meditation. 


In ſucceeding ages, when philoſophy grew 


extremely refined, when geniuſes of great 
capacity and learning aroſe, who admitted no 


ſpeculation byt from the niceſt diſcuſſion, 
though continually jarring in their ſentiments, 


yet, almoſt all the great men of antiquity ad- 


mitted and adopted ſomething of the doctrine 
of pre-exiſtence; however, they differed - in 


their notions of its manner. Homer, Virgil, 


Cicero, Plato, Ariſtotle, and Socrates, were of 
this perſuaſion, and ſome of them champions 
of its cauſe ;. particularly the refined Plato, 


who declares, that human knowledge is but 


rem1- 
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reminiſcence, or the recovery of ideas: not to 
mention many of the wiſeſt Chriſtians, ſuch as 
Origen, &c. who ſaw it coincide with Chriſtia- 
nity itſelf. Therefore the ſentiment cannot | 
be ſo abſurd and ridiculous as you imagine. 
As they traverſt the Iſttle wood, they heard 
the infant. cries of ſomething in miſery, and 
caſting their eyes around, beheld a beautiful 
ſpotted fawn, wounded by a ſmall painted 
dart, lying panting on the ground, ſeemingly . 
in the greateſt agony from its wound; it caſt 
up its languid eyes, interceſſive of compaſſion, 
with ſuch lamb-like innocence, while the tears 


dropped down its cheeks, as awaked kind pity 


| 
| | in their hearts. 
| 
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They ſtopt, and endeavoured to extract the 
arrow, but finding it impracticable, they re- 
leaſed it from its ſufferings, and depoſited the 
body under a tree. This, ſays Theodore, is 
| the a& of ſome Tartar, who ridicules the prac- 
| tice of the old Chineſe. | You ſee, my friend, 

the utility of the doctrine, for if it appears 
| abſurd not to kill any creature for food, and 
- to take a ſacred care of animals, on the ſup- 
. poſion of their containing our progenitors, there 
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ö is piety in the notion however; and it certainly 
deſtroys cruelty, root and branch, to the help- 
| leſs race, while it recommends the beauty of 
Bt compaſſion. Likewiſe it carries one of the 
| 1 35 moſt ſtriking morals among heathens, by 
6 teaching, that if a perſon i 18 gullty of evil com- 
0 | miſſions, 
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> miſſions, he will be puniſhed in the vehicle of 
ſome animal, who ſuffers from the brutality” 
of mankind. But tell me captain, what is the 
2 reaſon that unoffending innocent creatures ſuf- 
fer in this world, if their exiſtence periſhes in 


this ſtate? Is it unavoidable, or diſregarded | 
by Providence? You behold the lovely fawn 
before you; caſt the mental eye towards Lon- 
don, and view the many thouſand horſes ſuf- 
fering inexpreſſible miſery for years, under 
labour, and the laſhes of unfeeling executio- 
ners, in car, coach, and draymen. Perfect 
goodneſs on no account can let perfect inno- 
cence ſuffer, and how can animals offend who 
know no law? If heavenly benevolence had 
not adequate power to prevent its creatures 
exiſting in miſery, it would not have given 
them creation. To ſay that the buſineſs of 
the world cannot be carried on without the 
ſuffering of 1ts creatures, 1s making things 
worſe; and as it is certain, that life to many is 
not a benefit: what is the rational cauſe of 
this evil? The captain replied, to be inge- 
nuous, I cannot anſwer you to my own ſatis- 
faction, and I muſt be ſilent: but I confeſs 
I could receive great pleaſure, to hear this 
mighty cauſe accounted for, if it was poſſible, 
out of the dry method of cold metaphyſics; 
in a way of delight from a maſterly hand, who 
could mingle the ſweetneſs of entertainment, 
with the utility of inſtruction. Such a one, 
anſwered 
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anſwered T heodore, is at hand, and you will 


behold him in the ſage hermit Confuciango, 
who dwells over yonder rocks in the romantic 


valley of Hoangti. He has the pleaſing art of 


gently ſeizing naked truth, who then is not al- 


ways agreeable to common eyes, to bind her 
with the eaſy cords of roſes, and decking her 


with the ſuitable ornaments of fiction, he ſets 
off her beauty with borrowed decorations. 


I embrace your offer with the greateſt plea- 


ſure, ſaid the captain, but too late to attend 
the hermit, and ſafely return, we will enter- 


tain ourſelves with walking along the margin 
of the canal, viewing the gardens which run 
down to its pellucid brink, and the aſpiring 

agodas; then to-morrow, riſing with the ſun, 
in the cool fragrance of the morning, we will 
accoſt the philoſopher, and in the heat of the 
day, ſeated in his refreſhing grotto, be willing 


auditors. Which agreed upon, the next morn- 


ing they paid a viſit to the _—_ Confuci- 
. Is 


. Cle Vain of HoancTi. 


Nothing could be more delightful than the 
peep of morning, where, in the calmneſs of 


loft ſerenity, Nature uproſe from her flowery 


couch, ſhaking from her curly treſſes the pearly 
dew drops, breathing at every ſtep where ſweet 
violets uproſe, delicious fragrance. In aſcend- 


i the towering rocks, that frowning, over- 
3 ſhadow 


* 
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ſhadow the vale of Hoangti, they found no- 
thing was more capable of exciting wonder, 
and preparing the mind to admit aſtoniſnment 
from grand ideas. When they climbed the 
top of a fragment, they beheld overhead maſſy 
mountains of rugged ſtone, threatening every 
moment to fall and cruſh them to atoms. 
Then as they crept trembling through an alley 
of rocks, where on each fide uproſe broken 
and irregular walls, crumbling to duſt, all of 
a ſudden they came to a burſt of day-light, 
which diſcovered precipices unfathomable, that 
ſtruck the aking eye with horror, which ſhud- 
dered through the trembling organs: Paſling 
| through a dark kind of grotto, in which the 
guide carried torches, they were charmed with 
the beautiful incruſtations that ſpangled like 
diamond«s, hanging from a vaſt ruſtic cupola, 
in a thouſand charming configurations; while 
a tranſparent ſtream ran gurgling through the 
teſſelated pavement: But when they cleared 
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; the grot, and at laſt attained the ſummit of the 
mountain, the contraſt from that dark abode 
was amazing, for the enchanting proſpect 
opened to the eye of admiration, with delight 

Cc a incxpreſſible. | Wy 

ft WW A flood of lucid day poured from the 
Y WM <cfiulgent ſun, and realized objects innumer- 
y able, while the capacious ſoul took in, at 


the perceptive organ of ſight, all the. multi- 
farious images of a magnificent city, arranged 
2 in wonderous order: a picture of a world on 
A he a point 
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a point! Where diſtinctly was delineated lof- 
cupolated temples, cloud-pavilioned pago- 
las, rich palaces, turretted with gold blazing 
to the fun, and beautifully painted pleaſure- 
houſes, over- ſhadowed with Fragrant ſhrubs of 
flowery elegance; where, led by the eafy hand 
of Nature- imitating Art, crept round their 
verdant banks ſnooth glaſſy rivulets: or erect- 
ed on over-h2nging rocks, gay ſummer pa- 
laces projected deep ſhades over. the boſom 
of ſmooth unruſMed lakes. So delightful was 
the morning, and ſo rich the ſcene, that where 
ever they turned their enchanted eyes, ſtruck 
with pleaſing enthuſiaſm, they ſeemed as if 
they were aſcending to another world! Then, 
by cautious ſteps, declining down the moun- 
tain's edge, and round the rocky declivities, 
they reached the happy valley of Hoangti. 
No language can poſſibly deſcribe the beau- 
ty of its lovely, though confined fituation. 
It was an amphitheatric vale, encompaſſed by 
monſtrous precipices, romantic mountains, ir- 
regular hills, and overhanging rocks; here and 
there interſected by little fweet garden ſpots, 
that ſeemed the plots of Paradiſe, glowing un- 
numbered flowers, that ſcented the ambient 
air; while ſome, loaded with the moſt tempt- 
ing productions ihed, ripened on the velveted 
turf. rich fruit, bluſhing purple gold. The 
bright ſun glorying in its meridian carr, could 
only dart its fervours ih the middle, which 
. — even 
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even was tempered vrith cooling breezis wif- 4 *<<. 


ring down the rocks, and the reſt was fine 
refreſhing ſhade. The area of the vale was 
oblong, running equally from head to foot in 
the ſweet declivites of verdant lo ges. mecting 
in the midſt at a line l cut acruis the ccn- 


it (lid along "their bi ales into its "bed 


with pi rodigious impetuoſity. 

The hermit, Who wes a man of taſte, had, 
from among a variety of natural concavities 
in the rocks nd mountains, ſelected. an abode 
which, by the patient hand 
uſtry, with the long aſſiſtance 


of unrepining” Time, he not only rendered 
_ neatly commodious, but elegantly magnificent. 


It was in the boſom of a long rock, upriſing 
ſuddenly in the midſt, domelike; winged on 


eaca fide with two leſcer fragments, Thich 


| were contiguous to the vaſt undiſtinguiſhed 
range of mountains. The entrance through a 
ſand-walk, cærpeted on each fide with turfy 


herbage, cropt by bleating lambs and friſking 
kids; was a rude arch curtained door-iſe, 


which led into a little room hall-like; on each 


ſide were the doors of a bed- room, and an eat- 


ing parlour; and the front was a dark grotto- 
8 room 
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room. Matting, weaved by the Anchorite's | 
leaſure-hand, of beautiful ruſh, and ſtools 
formed partly by Nature, with his aſſiſtance, 
and cotton of his own ſpinning, compoſed the 
principal furniture. 

As the, two friends went talking towards 
the hermitage, the unuſual ſound alarmed. 
the quick ear of Confuciango. Coming to 
the door, and ſteadfaſtly fixing a recollecting 
eye on Theodore, he remembered ſeeing him 
in a prior voyage. The fluſh of honeſt ſur- 
priſe bloomed on his cheek, and the amity 
of friendſhip ſparkled in his eye, which, 
with his hands, Tx lifted thankful to heaven. 
Theodore ſprung forward, and caught the 
venerable Anchoret in his arms, kiſt his cheek 
and ſacred beard, the mark of eaſtern liberty; 
while the tear of ſenſibility thickened in the 
eye of the heartful Confuciango, and ſtopt 
the voice of eloquence Auttering on the la- 
bouring lips. At length he conducted the 
friends into his retreat. Welcome, he cried, 
thrice welcome O! my kind Theodore, 
my dear friend! and acceptable as a meſſen- 
ger from the heavenly abodes! Be ſeated, 
be free, and if it is in my power to confer 
it, be happy. He rejoined not, but flew to 
his little fore- houſe, and returning loaded, 
with hoſpitable hands, he ſpread his table full 
of rich dried fruit, and varieties of grapes, 
peaches, nectares, and pine-apples ; with wine 


of 
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of a delightfully aromatic flavour; ; milk and 
water from the rock clear as chryſtal. Mean 


HF while the friends produced him a preſent of 


precious workmanſhip, more valuable than 
diamonds I— little ſaws, knives, chiſels, ham- 
mers and axes, ineſtimable implements to the 
recluſe! They all reclined on the ruſh carpet, 
and ſmking into the ſweet captivity of ſocial 
love, they a ate the light repaſt, and quaffed the 
rich invigorating wine, talking and laughing 
in all the unbended j Joy of ſincere friendſhip, 
ſecluding the mean ſuſpicions of fear. 

After they had ſufficiently feaſted appetite, 
and indulged to the curioſity of kind enquiry; 
they walked out in the freſh air, under the 
freſco of the circumambient hills, whoſe 
ſhrubby brows projected. a pleaſing ſhadow, 
Then Theodore ſaid to the hermit, J muſt ac- 


= quaint you dear Confuciango, that my friend, 


the captain, is extremely deſirous of hearing 
from your hallowed lips, thoſe ſublimely myf⸗ 
terious ſentiments, which account for the 
origin of evil; proving the doctrine of pre-ex- 
iſtence and tranſmigration. In being kind to 
my interceſſion believe me, thou wilt not throw 
thy precious pearls among ſwine, for he is not - 
of the profane vulgar. He will be equally 
grateful and attentive as myſelf, when firſt, with 
unutterable joy, at thy heavenly inſtruction, 
my greedy ears, where my ſoul ſtood collect- 
ed, drank in thy flowing eloquence. The her- 
mit 
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mit pauſed- and then replied. Though 
the required taſk will be laborious, and will 
renew the idea of unutterable grief, yet I will 
gratify your deſire. Now we have finiſhed 


our walk, and the burning ſun darts ſultry 
beams, let us retire into the cool refreſhing 


grot ſacred to friendſhip; and as I am in a cue 
or utterance, I will there give you an intro- 
ductory hiſtcry f myſelf, and my. dear friend 
prince Zangola; truſcing to your honour, ſe- 
crets cf the hiheſ: conſequence: happy if 


the uſeful morals, which may be deduced | 


from the narration, like that rich confection 
extracted from the honey-comb, the work of 
laborious bees, which charms and heals, may, 
while 1t pleaſes, be conducive to your making 


a right choice of the ways of life, which lead 


to happineſs. They bowed grateful. 
While the two friends were moved with 
admiration at the ſtupendious mountains, and 


wondering over the tremendous rocks, Con- 
fuciango left them, and went to bis hermi- 


tage. After ſtaying ſome time he conducted 
them through his little hall, into 2 dark paſ- 
ſage; and all of a ſudden led them uncxpect- 
edly into a magnificent kind of a ſaloon, form- 
ed by the Pere hand of artleſs Nature, in a 
taſte that mocks the ſymmetry of ſcience, out 


of a rock's protuberant boſom. It was circular 
Iy irregular, rounded off as it uproſe ſpacious 


into a "hollow cupola, from which depended 
F 8 
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Fancy- formed in a wonderful manner, ruſtic 
arches, bulging freezes, and over. jetting cor- 
-niſhes; ſupported by innumerable pillars, pi- 
laſters, and fluted columns, in the raviſhing 
confuſion of unbounded variety; all cf chryl: 
_ tals, luſtrous as the brilliant diamond, con- 
gealed from the lapſe of lucid water, petrifi- 
ed into millions of forms, and ſolid incruſ- 
trations. '. In the hollows of foliaceous ſpars, 
were concealed numbers of little lighted 
lamps, which the glaſſy ſpangles in rays beau- 
tifully tinged, reflected in a manner delight- 


fully aſtoniſhing. After the firſ: emotions of 


ſurpriſe were over, and they were ſeated on 
matty ſofas, Confuciango thus began. 


= The Hiſtory of Conrucianco, and ZANGOLA, 
3 the Prince of China. 


As you, my Theodore, have devoted this 
day to the leſſons of Inſtruction, with the pa- 
tience of humility ; I ſhall begin at the foun- 
tain-head of things, the introduction of which 
muſt be a relation of my own life. The au- 
ditors bowed conſent, and fat liſtening with 
the deepeſt attention, while the hermit thus 
proceeded. The birth of fruit is the dectruc- 
tion of the lovelieſt bloſſoms. My beautiful 
mother, in giving me life, loſt her own. Ah! 
had I been her partner in death, how many 

: © deaths 
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deaths I ſhould have eſcaped! My 1 
father was the Kolao, or favorite miniſter of 
Tſoumtchin, the laſt emperor that was truly 
Chineſe, chief of the Mandarins; my father Ou- 
fanguey, was not only prime-miniſter, but was 
the moſt valiant and expert general in the whole 
Chineſe nation. In my innocence, the ſtate of 


unpolluted infancy, my little figure revealed 
various ſigns of promiſed beauty. My ambi- 


tious parent conceived a deſign of attaching; 
me to the young prince Zangola, in a manner 
equal to the*beneficial connection he held with 
the emperor; that if he expired before him- 
ſelf, my father, through me, might ſupport his 
great authority with Zangola; for which pur- 
poſe, at a proper ſeaſon, by the cruel com- 
mands of deaf-cared Ambition, I was cut off 
from the hope of manhood, by the barbarous 


hand of jealous cuſtom, and admitted into 


the imperial palace at Pekin. 
- Ouſanguey, my father, had the manage- 
ment of the prince's education, who, born of 


a favourite concubine, was to have been the 


adopted heir of China; and placed me about 
his perſon, in certain hope that I ſhould gain 
that aſcendency over his heart, which he held 
over the emperor's; for which cauſe no pains 
were ſpared in my culture, in order to give me 
all the accompliſhments of politeneſs, and the 


attainments of ſcience. Thus far thought the 
<A | Latef: 
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ſtateſman, but he would have been very ſhort 
in his plan, if naturally I had not poſſeſſed a a 
delicate ſenſibility of foul in my tender years, 
FF correſponding to that elegant harmony of refin- 
ed ſpirit, ſo conſpicuous in the ſtructure of the 
XZ prince's mind, which was alrogether love; that 
being the maſter paſtion which abſorbed the 
reſt in its voſltex. But it was a flame burn- 
ing with that unpolluted purity, ſcarcely known 
but to the moſt delicate of the fair ſex, which 
= ſeldom could have tor its object ſenſuality; 

and ſeemed to bear analogy to that affection; 
when ardent in the celeſtial vehicles of the 
- 2} moſt exalted intelligences ; who in all the joy 
of gratitude are praiſing their beneficient crea- 
tor, for ſome new inſtance of divine regard. 
2 From the common duty of my office as 
his ſlave, and the repeated leſſons of my fa- 
ther, I was aſſiduous to pleaſe the prince, and. 
I anticipated his commands by the prevention 
of forethought. And ſuch was the grateful 
ſweetneſs of his temper, and the affability of 
Xx this manners, that what before were the acts of 
duty, ſoon became the ſpontaneous offices of 
inclination. What flows from the heart, will 
by the heart be rewarded! Zangola took in 
good part all the little inventions of variety, 
which added to divertiſement. Approbation 
in youth, where the minds are fimilar, foon 
thoot up to friendſhip. The prince reſpected, 
his beſt ſlaves, but he only loved me; and 
Voi. EL „ nos 
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now, inſtead of an aſſiſtant I became the com- 
panion of his pleaſures, the friend of his bo- 
ſom; and pouring all his heart to my confi- 

; dence, I ſhared the ſecrets of his honeſt ſoul, 
Which ever breathed the pure ſpirit of friend- - 
ſhip: for 1n ſpite of all the ſoftneſs of an 

eaſtern education, generous honour was the, 
faithful guide of our untainted hearts. He 
would frequently cry, without delicate friend- _Þ 
ſhip, how ſolitary are the joys of royalty. 4 
Zangola frequently condeſcended to come 
with me, in cool evenings to my father's pa- 
lace, which was near the royal ſeraglio, and 

4: divert himſelf for an hour and retire. One 

4 evening, juſt as the refulgent ſun was ſetting 2 

in his purple pavilion, ſkirted with glowing 
gold; the prince would retire to the palace 
8: gardens, and roving blithly, like a bird, he 
came to a, fragrant orange grove. Stopping 
ſhort, he Jiftened, to the ſweet voice of a fe- 
male, accompanied by ſoft muſic; and ſteal 
ing lightly- on, he beheld my lovely ſiſter 
Philaſanga, who reclined in a myrtle bower, 
intermixt with jeſſamin. Immediately their 

* eyes encountered, and both ſtarting in atti- 
Y tudes of delightful ſurpriſe, ſeemed to exchange 

{ouls through that moſt affected organ! Thus 
they ſtood abſorbed in rapturous ecſtacy, as if 

[1 they had been acquainted before in ſome hap- yt 

i 2 pier and more exalted reigns; and now intellect- 

i | tually renewed the enchanting friendſhip: on 4 
1 unable 
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unable to ſupport the raviſhing bliſs, my ſiſter 


fainted. The prince ran to ſupport her, till 
her ladies came, and then he was obliged to 


retire: but he ſaid, Oh! my Philaſanga, I 


love thee more than life, may the paſſion be 

mutual! 5 
A love begun in this manner, ſo reciprocal- 

ly affecting, and carried on by repeated vi- 


ſits, and fond endearments, it is no wonder 
that they longed for and ſought the marriage 


union; eſpecially, as there did not intervene 
any forbidding circumſtance. The prince 
ſoon acquainted his royal father, with his 
new- born paſſion for Philaſanga, recounting 
all the great endowments of her mind, every 
way worthy a great princeſs, and humbly ſo- 
licited the happy union of - wedlock. My 
ſiſter directly informed my overjoyed father 
of the prince's declaration, who exerted his 


talents to clear the way for an event ſo much 


to his glory, power, and the aggrandizing his 
family. 
liar addreſs of the ſtateſman, were compro- 
miſed, and the enraptured prince married my 
ſiſter Philaſanga. e 
Four people now were arrived at the moſt 
ſublime ſummit of happineſs, which ſeemed 
built on the baſis of a rock ſo ſolid, that ap- 
peared to ſtand ſecurely, even out of the reach 
of fate: till revelling in the delicious joys of 
proſperity, they fqrgot the bounteous hand 
5 „„ which 


At length all things, by the pecu- 
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which beſtowed them, and gave up their 
whole heart to the creature, inſtead of the 
creator. Such is the p eſumption and ingra- 
titude of the human heart! But ah, how un- 
ſtable is mortal felicity 

The emperor, ſo that nothing ruffled the 
ſerene calmneſs of his placid; temper, con- 
tented himſelf with the comforts, as it were, 
of private. life, and become devoted to the 
elegant pleaſure of his noble palace, and rural 4 
paradiſe; throwing up the reins of govern- i 
ment into the hands of ſelfiſh Ambition, which 
for the low gratification of its own private 
views, gave up the honour of the emperor, 
and the good of the country. My father 
ſtrove to ſeclude his royal maſter from the 
cares of ſtate; that is from authority, while his 
principal drift was turned in moderating the 
parties of the mandarines, who, envious at 
| his power, were ſtruggling to become ſharers. 
Thus the time, and extenſive talents, that 
5>:« ſhould have been employed in nation n affairs; 
were loſt in the arts of pacifying the craving 
appetites of an ambitious and venal nobility, 
and the fixing his ſeat on the baſis of ſecurity. 
And thus it was that the diſorders of the 
head were communicated over the whole body 
of the ſtate. ZThe great and noble tyranized 
over the gentry; the gentry oppreſt the poor; 
the poor imitating the rich, and effeminated 


by the pleaſures of inferior luxury, were im- 
8 piou 'S, 
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pious, libidinous, and drunken: while Volup- 


Z tuouſneſs, with all her train of refined plea- 


X lures, varied the banquets of unwearied De- 
light. Juſtice was bought, or influenced by 


connexions. Merit was diſcountenanced. Sy- 


cophants and fawning ſlaves were raiſed to 
office. Virtue and Religion were driven far 
away by the ſcoff of Contempt, or only re- 
garded in the formality of Hypocriſy ; while 
bold unrefraining Vice, plunging anto the arms 
of every offering Joy, reigned triumphant. 

The amiable prince, too fatally perſuing 
the example of his royal progenitor, conſe- 
crated his ſoul to love and friendſhip, in a 
moſt enchanting paradiſe of pleaſure ; which 
ſoon, by the concurring labour of ten thou- 


ſand men, realized the curious plans of a hun- 


dred architects: the ſtyle of which, by the 


direction of the prince, was only in the cha- 


racter of ſweetneſs and elegance, ſo prompted 
by Love. A tranſparent river, whoſe ſource 
was derived from never failing mountains, 
glided meandring through the aromatic gar- 
den; whoſe flowery banks formed a variety of 
flopes, declivities, riſing hillocs, delving val- 
leys, lawns, and parallel flats, carpeted with 


the moſt lovely verdure, intermixt with flow- 


ers, while at proper diſtances ſpicey groves 
of oranges, citron, lemon, and myrtle, with 


| 2 delicate ſummer palaces, clumps of flowering 
ſhrubs, trees in beautious bloſſoms, or loaded 
| with 


— 
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with golden fruit, demanded the charmed eye 
of Admiration! Above, below, and all around, 


a perpetual verdure diverſified in a thouſand 
different ſhades, lived elegantly lively, and 
fweetly predominant ; while the moſt raviſh- 
ing eſſences of lovely flowers and bloſſoms, 
cloathed in gaudy velvet, and golden tiſſues, 


were richly diffuſive. Further on, a little 


iſland was formed by the branching of the 
river, which met at the upper end, and flow- 
ed down the fertile country. in 

In the midft of the iſland, was a romantic 
palace, in-the free taſte of China, which tied 
by no partial rules, admitted all the beauties 
of architecture; whether magnificently ſub- 
lime, elegantly light and fanciful, or delicately 
chaſte; yet, bearing ſuch a profound correſ- 


ndency, as to form one entire whole. A 


ſtyle where all but a great genius is loſt; 
rules and rigid methods being the directors 
of ſecondary ſouls! Various beautiful brid- 
ges, led to as many glorious porticos full of 
gaity, painted florid, and blazing gold. The 
enchanting view that preſented itſelf to-the 
windows, and flowery walks of the ifland- 
palace, was an amphitheatre gently upriſing, 
crowned with delicious orange groves, tufts 
of. pale lemons, and ruddy ripening grapes, 
laughing through branches of honey ſuckle 
and jeſſamin; with triumphant arches, beau- 


lofty 


tious palace-models, temples, ſaloons, and 
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2 lofty pagodas, towring through ſhady 
and imbrowned woods of myrtle, whoſe up 


lifted pinnacles took in all the wide-ſtretch- 
ing and delightful proſpect of the city, and the 


villatic regions. 


How oft upon this paradiſical river, which 
I dwell on with ſo much delight ! how often, 


with the tranſported Zangola, and the feli- 
citated Philaſanga, have I rode down the 
filver current, with unutterable ſatisfaction ! 
The laſt day of feſtivity I taſted, was with the 
prince and my ſiſter on this river. When we 


< » @ * 
came to take water, the ſun, veiled with 


# ominous clouds, a little fleet of Zelden barges, 
= in various forms, waited our reception. The 


barge we went aboard, was ſhaped like a 


ſwan, white with glittering ſilver; beautiful 


banners waved all around, and the filken fails 


ſwelled to the buxom breeze; while the 


ſweeteſt flutes, accompanied with harmonious 
voices, charmed the unbended heart. When 
we landed, we proceeded to a glorious ſaloon 
in the palace of the iſland, where Elegance 
and Magnificence vied with each other, to 
ſooth and captivate the ſoul with the ſplen- 
dour of Luxury. A banquet of prime deli- 
cacies waited ready our entrance, and invited 
appetite, There, while we regaled at the 
feſtive board, and partook the joyous reci- 
procations of friendſhip ; bleſt as Gods, and 
void of every dreadful apprehenſion ; over 


our 


our heads was gathering a prodigious tempeſt, 
The piercing lightening was forming, the tre- 
mendous thunder preparing; the billows of 
adverſity were crouding to overwhelm us, and 
we were deſerted by the protecting arm of al! 
| _— heaven: for a meſſenger, diſpatched 8 
from the emperor, trembling, told us with 
faultering accents, that the Tartars, breaking i 
through the prodigious wall, were ravaging 
all China like an army of locuſts, We all 
ſtarted back, appalled at the news, while the 
enchantments of Pleaſure, the- deluſions of 
Joy, and the phantoms of Happineſs,: now va- 
niſned from before our eyes, and left us ſur- 
rounded by inexpreſſible Horrors! _ 
The Angel of Providence, 
At this time the adamantine temple of 
Fate, which contains the inevitable volume, 
and which was built on the baſis of eternity, 
in the celeſtial metropolis of the heaven of 
. heavens; the mighty temple, thundering at 
its prodigious gates of burniſhed gold, was 
opened; and four glorious Seraphims, at the 
four magnificent porticoes, which pointed to 
the four diviſions of the univerſe, blew their 
ſilver trumpets, and ſummoned the four 
angelic delegates that preſide over the ter- 
reſtial globe. Accordingly the princely do- 
minations, at the well known ſummons, im- 
. mediately repaired heavenward, borne aloft 
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in magnifſtent chariots, ſelf-aſcending through 


the parting clouds; wheeling up the ſunny 


lightening, that bolts through the canopy of 


X diſturbed night, making another morning. 


When they reached the marble battlements of 
heaven, the golden gate on ſilver hinges turn- 
ing, ſounded harmonious conſent, and admit- 
ted the noble potentates ; who ſoftly drove 
through crouds of aſſembled angels, that with 
golden viols concording to their ſweet celeſtial 
voices, ſang gracious reception; and ſtrewing 
their paths of precious ſtones inwrought mo- 
ſaic, with never fading flowers, ſhouted forth 
the praiſes of due obedience; commending 
their care and fidelity to the wretched children 


of Mortality. Then chanting choral ſympho- 


nies in honour of the moſt high, they con- 


ducted the angelic viſitants to the ſplendid” 


temple of the volume of Providence, 

Directly when they entered the porch, and 
were admitted to the ſacred ſanctorum, they 
proſtrated themſelves far off, before the unap- 
proachable throne of him, who ſits encircled 
in a blaze of ſhaded glory; which elſe would 


be unſupportable to the moſt ſublime intelli- 


gences. After they had rendered a ſuccinct 


account of terrene tranſactions, relative to the 


ſtate of kingdoms and nations; the ſoft har- 
monic ſounds of approbation as of various in- 
ſtruments, burſt from the bright throne, and 
they bowed their humilitated heads, and laid 
+ VOL . E. down 


. 
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down their ſtarry crowns: before the golden 
footſtool, ſaying, to obey thee, Oh 1 50 
our delight; but thy approval is our glory 
Then upriſing at the awful found of full, 
but gentle thunder, they caſt their eyes on the 
volume of Fate, and lo! an aſtoniſhing Being 
aſcended the ſapphire ſteps of the divine ora- 
tory; and by the ſupereminence of his celeſtial 
form, he was known to be the exalted angel 
of Providence. His royal viſage beamed in- 
effable lovelineſs, from the illuſtrious perfec- 
tion of his beauty; the graceful indicature of 
unſpotted goodneſs! His radient eyes, more 
brilliant than the. ſun itſelf, had the moſt 
ſearching quality to penetrate through all Na- 
ture, and owned no obſtacle! His broad ex- 
panding wings, gay with the elegant 
plumage, and bright with gold and glittering | 
ſilver, ſhaded with the bluſh of crimſon; KEE 
mantled aloft as if for beauty, but carried the | 
idea of unutterable rapidity ! And as his beau- 
tiful feet were ſwift to overtake, his ftrong 
left arm appeared as the vaſt unconquer- 
able ſhield of protection; while his ready in- 
vulnerable right, bore in its nervous potency, 
the tremendous terror of irriſiſtable deſolation, 
and unremediable deſtruction. On his majeſ- 
tic head, over his becoming ringlets that wav- 
ed in curls down his ſhoulders, he wore a 
ſtarry diadem, where the rays of Wiſdom, 
Fuſtice, and Mercy, ſhone refulgent! 


Then 
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3 Then he who alone had power, opened the 
prodigious book, and read the fate of nations 

in a voice of that. peculiar prolificacy, that 


imprinted into the very nature of the angelic 


auditors, the vaſt unremittable decrees of Fate. 
Turning particularly to the bright Aſiatic vice- 
gerent, divinely ſmiling with all the grace of 
love and approbation; he ſolemnly delivered 
an intereſting charge relating to earth's great- 
eſt kingdom, heavenly-favoured China; and 
dwelt much on the impetuous Tartars, till the 
tears of ſoft pity ſtole down the roſy cheek of 
Commiſeration, ſuch as angels ſhed! Proſtrat- 
ing low in ſign of humiliation, and deep obedi- 
ence, the four ſeraphims retired, walking back- 
wards from the majeſty of the blazing throne ; 
and mounting their fiery chariots, flew immedi- 
ately down the ſkies to their allotted ſtations, 
that they might manifeſt the ſincerity of love 
and teſtify allegiance, by paying the quickeſt 
obſequiouſneſs, to ſupernal decrees: there cal- 
ling directly a convocation of the guardian 
powers, in a wide ſpreading pavilion of clouds, 
they delivered the imperial mandates of the 
magnificent king of kings, which contained the 
fate of China. Thus unſeen by mortals, they 
were preparing for the Chineſe Revolution. 
After the prince and my ſiſter had recover- 
ed from the aſtoniſhment, into which we were 
thrown by the meſſenger's declaring the irrup- 
tion of the Tartars, in the midſt of our feſ- 
tivity; the kind Zangola perceiving the ten- 
der anxiety of bridal fondneſs in Philaſanga, 

„ | E, 2 ſoothed 
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ſoothed her panting heart with the prevailing 
eloquence of majeſty, that mingled with” love 
awful fortitude, and public 2 
nobly to the diſpenſations of Providence; and 
all her fears wore the ſerene aſpect of pacifica- 
tion, leaving her loved lord with due ſubmiſ- 
ſion to the dangers of war, and the ardours of 
heroiſm. Zangola retired, preſſing her hand, 
proclaiming Love's ſoft promiſe from his roſy 
lips, of a quick return; to take at leaft a part- 
ing farewel. She ſmiled dutious at the kind 
profeſſions, while a lucid tear ſtole ſoftly down 
her lilied cheek, beautiful in grief. So when 

the chearful face of April is ruffled by tem- 
peſts, and gathering clouds deform its charms, 
the bright ſun will break ſerenely ſmiling 
through the dark obſcure; yet clear drops of 
falling rain ſhall mingle with its rays, and 
glitter on the. bloom of drooping flowers, 
which gain new graces in depreſſion. e 
When Zangola arrived at the imperial 
council, he heard that the Tartars had forc- 
ed their way beyond the great wall, which 
parts China from Tartary, that the ferocious 
enemy conquered all obſtacles; beat all the 
forces that dared encounter their proweſs; 
took ſeveral of the capital cities in ſpite of 
their ſtrongeſt fortreſſes, and was marching 
victorious to the metropolis. The emperor 
frowned upon my father, as the cauſe of this 
misfortune. -All thought they ſaw his fate. 
But the King of China knew too well his great 
: abilities, 
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abilities, to doom his ſagacious prime miniſ- 
ter, who had a genius ſwift as lightening in 


the hour of demand. The king ſaid, as by 


our remiſſneſs and ſecurity; we have been 


XT improvident, be every thing recompenſed by 


your celerity and judgement. The miniſter 
replied, O king I go----my horſe is ready--- 
A choſen band will follow me: and bowing 
he retired. The prince, full of heroiſm, ſaid, 
and IJ, Oh my, father, will lead this band. 
The king conſented. The council broke up. 
My father had ſelected a little army from 
the vaſt one about the metropolis, on which 
he could confide; and from his own treaſure 
diſtributed a magnificent donation among their 
wives and families, while he himſelf rode in- 
ceſſantly towards the enemy. | 
The prince came to take leave of his lovely 
bride. He flattered himſelf with the hope of 
fortitude, and ſhe promiſed all due reſignation. 
But what are the reſolves of youthful love! 
He came ſoftly in her pavilion, and beheld 
her in tears, reclining on a velvet ſofa, beau- 
tiful in all the becoming careleſſneſs of ſilken 
negligence, He fondly gazed, while all his 
reſolves melted away; and ſhe turning ker 
glittering eye, ſaw him, ſprung up and flew 
with rapture to his willing arms: thus folding 
one another in ſpeechleſs ecſtacy. All the 
night was employed in profeſſions of everlaſt- 
ing love, in the tenderneſs of bewailing ſenſi- 


bility, and the gentle embracings of love; in- 
| tereſting 
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tereſting all the powers above for protection; 
till a ſlave came to declare it was break of 
day, and the army was marching. Claſped to 


the boſom of the charmer of his youthful foul, 
the prince was deaf to every call but that of 


love. Eunuch after eunuch was diſpatched 


to require his preſence, but the circling arms 
of his dear bride, were beloved chains-too en- 
dearing for him to break; 1 her blandiſn- 


ments too captivating for his glory. At 


length, when J found it neceſſary for his ho- 
nour, I was forced to tear him away from the 
beloved of his ſoul, amidſt their ſoft re- 


proaches; and I felt a pang as great as her's, 


when ſhe fell fainting in the arm of her ladies 
at his needful departure. When ſhe return- 
ed to ſenſation, ſhe would cry, where, O ye 
barbarous, have you hurried my prince ?----- 
Shall I, ye Gods, ſhall I ever behold his love- 
ly face again? O protect him----bring him 
beck ſafe, and let me once more fold in my 
arms my lovely hero! 


The prince Zangola ſuffered himſelf t to be 
placed on his horſe; and I reſolving to ſhare 


his fate, kept cloſe by his ſide, till we over- 


took the army, which ſoon, by forced marches, 
came up to my father, who was to learn us 
the art of generalſhip. That great genius 
collecting all his powers towards the art of 
war, frſt under diſguiſe, got by degrees in the 
midſt of the enemy. He made himſelf maſ- 
ter of their force and manners. He next, as 


much | 
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Y it | much as poſſible, ſtudied the genius and nature 
of the general, and found him great and poli- 

tic, but impetuous. He then learned every 


inch of ground in the country to the metro- 


polis, and then he laid down a plan of opera- 
tion, adapting that and his army to one ano-— 
cher. He found he could not think ever of 


venturing a pitched battle, only having 50,000 
effeminated Chineſe, and the Tartars 200, ooo 
veterans; therefore he began by harraſſing 
che flank and rear of the enemy, by which he 
perfected his troops to his deſigns. 
® He encamped before a large river, rapid 
and ſcarcely fordable, which they were obliged 
to paſs; he ordered the whole army to leave all 
their valuable effects expoſed to view in the 
camp, and draw up in battalia to oppoſe the 
navigating foe, When they began to paſs the 
fwift ſtream, taking every advantage, he cut 
off, before they could land and form, ten 
thouſand, and drowned as many. At the 
firſt furious onſet of the Tartars, his army as 
before directed, fled precipitately; the enemy 
not chuſing to follow, but took poſſeſſion 
of the camp in great diſorder, falling to plun- 
der. In the midſt of which his collected bands 
marched down, and made a dreadful carnage, 
till the main body of the Tartars, commanded 
by Tſoute himſelf, the Tartarian king, came, 
and then they retreated back victorious. 
Another time tak ing advantage of their feſ- 
tivity on the birth day of their king Tſoute, 
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he forced the camp at midnight; and but for 
want of equal numbers he would have intirely . 
diſperſed the invaders, who, were ſaved by 
Onga, the Tartarian general of horſe, that co- 
vered the retreat while their camp was on fire, 
Tſoute was one of the little kings of eaſtern 


*. 


Tartary, not far off the immenſe wall of forti- 


fications, built one thouſand eight hundred 
years ſince, by the emperor Chihohamti, called 


Van-Li-Cham-Chim, more than a thouſand 


miles long, to exclude the roving Tartars. 
King Tſoute, whether by the avariciouſneſs 


of the merchants, or the pride of the ſoldiery, 


or more haughty mandarines, had received 
ſeveral capital affronts; and had, by his am- 


baſſadors, ſent for redrals to the emperor 


Tſoumtchin, at the court of Pekin; but from 
the negligence of proud office, the ſupineneſs 
of majeſty, or the contempt thrown on a ſup- 

oſed want of conſequence, the Chineſe court, 
ever dilatory through the winding forms of 


_ cuſtom, withheld the demanded ſatisfaction; 


and the ambaſladors were qiſmiſt with the 


diſgrace of ineffectual promiſes. When they 


a the Tartarian prince in his pavilion, 
and declared to his eager demands the affront- 


ful diſappointment ; hurried by the fierce dic- 
tates of paſſion, and the wild ſallies of anger, 
he ſwore by his Gods, and the never dying 
Lama, that he would fly with his whole army 
to the very throne of Pekin, redreſs himſelf, 


and * all China with the blood of its 
natives; 


*as þ 
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natives; or periſh j in an attempt whoſe very ill 


ſucceſs would be glorious. And who knows, 


addreſſing himſelf to his brother-kings, who 
were on a viſit of hunting: who knows, | he ſaid, 


XX with a kind of prophetic ardency, but what 1 
am delegated by the powers divine, to wreſt 


the ſceptre of China from the ſluggard hand 
of Tſoumtchin, to chaſe him from his throne, 
and ſeat myſelf in that lofty fituation fo high- 


y adorable! Come then ye warlike princes, 
and faithful allies; be ye the companions of 
my enterprize, and the ſharers of my fortune. 


2X Bchold, O valiant kings, the fineſt country- 
on the map of earth, and the moſt magnifi- 


cent cities in the whole world. Glorious hives 


indeed! but ſwarming with drones, luxuri- 
ous, effeminate, and wicked; too weak and 


WF altogether too unfit to defend themſelves, 


and Protect the honeyed repaſt gathered be- 
fore by more induſtrious bees! Behold the 
W rich plunder lays before us, let us reach, let 
us take, let us enjoy! Bring then your nu- 
merous horſe; meet me at the proud work of 
vanity, the barrier wall, and I will procure 
your invincible ſquadrons an eaſy paſſage, 
leading you on to glorious victory, and the 
| enjoyments of magnificence. 

This animated ſpeech made a deep imprelſ- 
ſion on the hearts of the plundering tribes, 
who, hereditary foes to the Chineſe, burning 
with natural enmity, looked with greedy eyes 
on the delightful _ of the country; 

Vor. | law 
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ſaw with envy their oppulence, and internally 
contemned their effeminancy. They all agreed 
to move their wondring camp, directly towards 
the eaſtern battlements of the great wall, to 
follow the valiant enterpriſing Tloute as their 
chief; and- to I themſelves to ** com- 
mands. 

Thoſe Tartar camps which were in motion, 
immediately joined the daring invader, who by 
the treachery of ſome Chineſe peaſants, found 
out a private paſſage through the mountains; 
and ſuddenly falling upon the ungarded troops 
around the wall, ſoon won ſeveral poſterns, 
and opened a broad entrance, which let in the 
furious Tartars, who ſpread themſelyes around 
our fertile fields, and where ever they came 
brought deſolation. So when driven by a 
violent tempeſt, the ocean breaks down its 
antient boundary, it ruſhes dreadfully through 
the horrid chaſm; and rolling tremendous 
with thunder 1n 1ts van, overwhelms not-only 
the peaſant's family, and the trembling flocks, - 
but buries, in undiſtingutſhed. ruin, whole ci- 
ties, and all their aſtonithed inhabitants, al 
palaces, and magnificent temples | 

About this time the reſt of the Mandan, 
conſiſting of their prime horſe, augmented the 
army of Toute; who commanding the whole 
cavalry, gave the infantry to his brother Ama- 
van's direction. My valiant father, Ouſan- 
guey, likewiſe increaſed his army; and by a 


variety of feint attacks; and uſing all the 
profound 
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profound ſubtilty of generalſhip ; he led the 
deluded Tartars in their way to Pekin, the 
northern capital, to the moſt hazardous ſtrait 
of the mountains, which running acroſs the 
province, afforded no other paſſage to the 
metropolis, but round a tireſome extent of 
difficult country. - 
The impetuous Tartar, who now began to 
IX dread the cool ſtratagems of an old general 
he at firſt deſpiſed, and abating the ardours 
of ferocity, liſtened to Neflection's gentle 
voice, He in his turn became wary, and 


got the beſt plan of the country poſſible, 


) 

: {till bending his courſe towards Pekin. The 
Chineſe general, Ouſanguey, when his army 
: was recruited, foon perfected a plan which 
a was his dernier reſort. For he could by no 
Ss WW means obtain an army ſufficient to face the 
1 invader, and defy him in a 1 battle: 
$ as new convulſions more dreadful, were ſhak- 
y ing the very vitals of the kingdom, and threa- 
, WW tened an utter diſſolution of the body- politic; 
- W which required the whole forces of the king. 

y BB Upon which account prince Zangola was cal- 
- led back again from the army to court; and 
3, [ likewiſe attended his highneſs to witneſs his 
ie ſenſibility, after I had been a witneſs to the 
le many proofs of valour in thoſe many and 
a- couragious actions with which he was nobly 
1- ſignalized. 

a My father Ouſanguey, now | perfectly pre- 
1C pared to put his great plan into execution, 


dl 55 6 * 


" 
A ͤ—6ͤ44 = 
= W - ut r 7 ; Py any 0” x 33 
— 5 5 . 2 — - . 
. he k ns X L R — 3 2 2 
ana — n ———— — 


— Gampmnd3 
etna » >, 


—— — 


8 


—— R_ — 
— — Brenner he 


— — 
— 


3 

1. 

. 

: 
tied 

Fry 
7} 
} 


Io ES "I 


— — 
— 4 


* — 


36 THE BON Z. E. 


appeared with his battalions in array, on a 


arge commodious plain, challenging the ex- 
ulting Tartar to battle, and to decide the 
fate of kingdoms by that day's conflict. 
Toute, ſtimulated by the hope of conqueſt, 
though often cooled by the prudence of ſa- 
gacity, could not refrain from gorging the 
bait, as he ſaw the field of battle fo advan- 
tageous for the action of the cavalry, in 
which he moſtly confided. The choice of 


ground ſuited the diſpoſition of his army to 


perfection, as on the right and left he was 
defended by a rapid river, and a wide foreſt: 
though theſe advantages made him miſtruſt 
the inſidious Chineſe ; yet the fire of his con- 
ſtitution carried it againſt caution, and he 
gladly accepted the challenge. 

Ouſanguey imagined that the Tartar would 
not tempt the narrow paſs of the mountains, 


unleſs he could defeat his army: the Tartar, 


indeed, thought that the wary general would 
hve in thoſe rocks vigilant of his dangerous 

aſſage; like the inſidious leopard, who be- 
holding the fleet wild horſes of the foreſt, 
makes himſelf a deep cave in the mountains, 
and watching their approach with ſteady 
eyes, till they trot between the high hills, 
he ruſhes impetuous on his ſhuddering prey, 
ſeizes their throats, and tears them down to 
the earth: therefore the Chineſe offered battle. 

The Tartarian king, deſirous of ſecuring 


the mountains, ſent for that purpoſe, in the 
rear 
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rear of Ouſanguey, ten thouſand horſemen, 
vith as many foot ſoldiers behind. An equal 


4 party, which the Chineſe left for their recep- 
tion, ſuppoſing ſuch a motion, ruſhed on 
chem unprepared, and totally vanquiſhed the 


& detachment with little loſs: then dividing, 


they aſcended the rocks, which parting into 
a fearful opening, left a precarious paſſage : 
there they lay perdue. 

The calm morn peeped over the hills 
ominous, with ſtreaks of angry red, portend- 
ing blood, diſpelling the ſhades of night, and 
awakening all Nature; while the imperial 
ſun aroſe above the reach of Care, in the ſe- 
rene compoſure of morning majeſty; the 
gentle winds breathed ſoft on the dimply 
brook, and the plaintive notes of harmonious 
birds, ſoothing to the anxious peaſant's boſom, 
murmured gently through the ſilent grove, 
lightly touching the nice ear of thoughtful 
Solitude. It was then that affrighted Nature, 
ſtarting, heard the rough trumpets clangor, 
ſhrill echoing to the diſtant rocks, calling to 
arms. With loud ſhouts the Tartars ruſhed 
to the onſet, and filled with rude cries the 
trembling air; and the claſn of horrent arms, 
which gleamed terribly brilliant to the ſlow 
riſing ſun, flaſhing back diſdainful another 
day; while the deſtructions of the cannon 
out- acted the big thunder-cloud in a tempeſt: 


its cloud more ſulphurous, its thunders more 
dif- 
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diſcordant, its lightening more horrid, and its 

deſolation more extenſive and inevitable 
The Chineſe ſuſtained the firſt fury of the 


onſet, with uncommon proweſs; but they gave 
way, continually aſſailed by unequal num- 


bers pouring down, like the burning river of | 
melted mettle, running impetuous along the 
fide of a mountainous volcano ; and retreat. 


ed in good order. The light armed flew up 


the appointed hills at the paſs, to their re- | 


ceiving companions. The reſt formed again, 


Ouſanguey in their centre. The Tartar Pau. 


ed, fearful of ſtratagem; then the Chineſe 
gave a violent puſh, and cut an eaſy paſſage 
to the foreſt: while the Tartars, taking clear 
poſſeſſion of the field of battle, — the 
Chineſe quite diſperſed in their defeat; and 
joyfully they marched the next day to pene- 
trate the narrow ſtraits, and attack Pekin. 
The too elated Tartar, confident in his 
ſtrength, marched the vanguard of his troops, 
and coding them between the dark horrors 
of overhanging precipices, himſelf bringing 
up the rear, cautious of the dangerous Ouſan- 
uey; who was like the ſharp-eyed eagle, that 
ky his airy height ſhoots down unexpected 
on the gamboling kid, and ſwoops him from 
his trembling companions. When at a near- 
er approach, the Tartar beheld the danger of 
the paſs if an enemy was at hand, he reſolv- 


ed to detain half his troops, till the other 


half was ſafe through the perilous paſſage. 
T het 
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That reſolve ſaved his army, for when the 
= firſt diviſion was well entered, the Chineſe 
jumping from their lurking places diſcovered 
= themſelves. As when the benighted travel- 
ler ſheltering himſelf in a cave, but ſtarting 


vack aſtoniſhed at the lion's thundering voice, 
MF hears him rattling through the pebley flints, 
his burning eyes Alike a fiery furnance, light- 


nd ing the duſky ſhade, and ſhewing him more 


„ plainly haſtening on to his deſtruction ; ſo 


IJ utterly confounded, the ſhuddering Tartars 


5 Y heard and beheld the ſhouting Chineſe; who 


aſſailing them on every fide, cruſhed them to 
atoms with the prodigious ſhoulders of anci- 
ent rocks, torn half looſened by the unſparing 
hand of Time, from the backs of tottering 
5 precipices, and over hanging mountains; more 
dreadful in their ruination, by their cumberous 
loads of native foreſts, ſnattering tremendous 
as an earthquake; when its fury, ſhaking the 


deep foundations of a mighty city, throws 


| down on the diſtracted citizens devoted heads, 


not only their houſes, but their very fortreſſes 
of defence, their towers, palaces, and temples, 
with inexpreſſible deſolation! 

Full of vexation, the bold aſſidious Tartar 


found himſelf circumvented, by the ſuperior 


talents of the indefatigable genius Ouſanguey, 
and half his army in the moſt imminent dan- 
ger. He immediately ſounded a retreat, and 
ent parties up the rocks, to encounter the 
Chineſe, in order to divert their deſtructive 


purpoſes: 
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purpoſes: but forty thouſand deſtroyed i in the 
fatal avenues, was a diſgraceful publication 
of the want of capacity or vigilence, in a ge- 
neral entruſted by fate: with the lives of ſo 
many men; while it afforded matter of tri- 
umph to the conqueror, and was a ſtanding 
monument of his great abilities. Such is the 
precarious ſtate of vaſt bodies of men, Who 
appearing unconquerable, yet fall in the duſt RX 
by the mereſt accident, the whim, folly, or 
vice of the commander; like an innumerable 
army of locuſts, which darken: the very day, 
and deſtroy the whole face of Nature; but 
by the puff of riſing winds, are driven into 
the ſea, and feel in a moment that ruination 
themſelves, which on others they had inflict- 
ed with ſuch horrible decade 3 
Alas! if by a rational inveſtigation of the 
purpoſes of things, we aſk, what end can all 
this hurly-burly, thefe' enormous depopulati- 
ons, and over-turning of great kingdoms, and 
mighty nations, by the ambition, or injuſtice, 
of. one bad man; what end can they anſwer 
in the plan of Providence: ? This queſtion 
may be ſmiled upon by exalted Beings of a fu- 
perior nature, in the ſame manner as if a man 
was to hear a pizmire enquire, ſtruck with his 
conſequence in the rank of beings, with the 
grandeur and popularity of his rho Sores f 
- well as their induſtry, why his race was 10 
Hable to 0 ſo man fatalities? r eee 
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The Tartarian king Tſoute, now humbled 
by his loſſes, grew wary, truſting leſs to for- 


tune and thoughtleſs impetuoſity, duly reſ- 
pecting the talents of his opponetit z and he 
took 4 circuit round the mountains towards 


= Pekin; But the great Ouſariguey, too weak 
indeed to ſtop his march, ſeized every oppor- 


tunity to retard him, and harraſs his troops, 


4. in hope the royal army; joining his forces, 


might the more eaſily cut him off, or fend 
kim into Tartary a diſcomfited fugitive. 
The DEMON of REBELLION, 
A Pitorial Sketch, 
While thus in the northern provinces War 
hovered round; and. waved aloft its bloody 
banner, carrying on his approaches in all the 


art of military regularity; more dreadfully 


fierce ReBet.LION in the ſoutli broke out, af- 
ſuming all its tenfold terrors to his own ſuper- 
added malignity and native vileneſs. High 
mounting in his rattling chariot, blazing in 


ams, and denouncing vengeance from his 


black frowning brow, he ruſhed tremendous 
out of his unexpected cavern. 1 

The guardian powers, who defend mortals 
from the malignity of aerial beings, and had 


long ſecured the tripple-walled den of Re- 


bellion, where he imbibed his infeſtive poi- 


ſons, and exercifed his impotent rage con- 


fined; now retired fo directed. Soon as the 
Vor. L — arch 
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the huge den; whoſe avenue was covered 


ble, were diſgorged from the cave's wide 


on. Fire- eyed Deſtruction flew on his right, 


8 whoſe unſparing eye darted beams of 


rern 


arch foe of man beheld their ſuppoſed remiſ- 
neſs, he rejoiced at the offered opportunity of 
deſtruction ; and with his ferocious accom- 
plices, ſtealing, i in the dead of night; came to 


with poiſonous herbs, that ſheltered enormous 
ſerpents, and cruel vipers. When the aſto- 
niſhed moon beheld their thief-like purpoſe, 
ſhe ſtarted back, as it were behind a cloud; 
and drew over the face of trembling night a 
veil of darkneſs. Then the fiends, with pro- 
digious force, ſnapped aſunder the maſſy bars, 
wrenched off the ponderous locks, and tore 
open the tenfold barrier of the horrific ca- 
vern; the unwilling gate, ſtruggling back 
* ſuperior force, ſhrieked diſmal on its 

hinges; while the exploſion of loud 
** rattled through the reſounding ca- 
vern. When bold Rebellion, and all his rab. 


yawning mouth, the Satanic powers cloſed 
upon them the vaſt brazen gate, excluding 
from return; and as they ruſhed onwards, 
the black prince of demons ejected a portion 
of his own peculiar maliciouſneſs, among the 
whole lawleſs crew of Inſurrection. 
Ambition pointing to crowns, to ſceptres, 
and to palaces, led the way of proud Rebelli- 


drawing forth a flaming ſword, parched with a 
thirſt which nothing but blood could quench, 


red 
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red malignity on his enemies. On his left, 
vith pliable geſture, and eaſy aſpect, whoſe 
ſoft a ind mouth of oily eloquence ſmil- 
* 


11 inſtructed affability, marched plau- 


ſible Pretence, with little playful ſons of 


WW | painted Liberty, conſpicuous in his becom- 
ing veſtment. Next appeared ſoft ſpecious 


Promiſe, milky fair, ſerenely courteous, and 
patiently mild. Cloſe to the ſide of fierce- 
viewed Rebellion, and leaning on his breaſt, ' 
was ſeen his narrow-hearted conſort mean- 
eyed Selfiſhneſs, outwardly adorned in the 
neat but plain robes of Public-good ; her 
cheeks bloomed the fictitious ardour of Good- 


= will, while her mouth wore the borrowed 


ſmile of ſweet Benevolence, as ſhe took upon 
her all the mimic air, and eaſy geſture, of 
open grand Diſintereſtedneſs. But all be- 
neath this waſte of fiction, was hid vile Ty- 
ranny, dark as night, whoſe aſpect was more 
deeply black than the negro's front, bending 
over a bunch of unſpotted lilies. Her hearts 
was the foul ſeat of Luſt, and her boſom 


| the carnal temple of beaſtly Voluptuouſneſs; 


while the ſpirit of her underſtanding was 
prone to ſtudy her enjoyments at the ſuffer- 
ings of a million. Behind followed whole 
armies of heart-marbleizing Horrors, double- 
fronted Falſehoods, terrific Fears, undermin- 
ing Cunning, ſly-creeping Deception, oppro- 
bious Calumny and Detraction, baſe-hearted 
Ingratitude, obſtinate Party, deſperate Op- 

62 poſition, 
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gion maſked, ſly-paced 


horſe double winged, as gen 


poſition, —_—_— 
raud 


Force, and jron-hearted Cruelty while the 


unſpairing hand of deaf-eared mercileſs Po- 


licy brought up the rear, mounted on a flying 
115 0 eralifimo of the 
whole direful cavalcade. © 

Theſe deſperate beings breathing their ma- 
lignant ſpirit, and incorporating As it were 
with his nature, inſpired the impiouſly aſpir- 
ing Lron, a diſguſted Mandarine, to become 


2 traitor to his King and country; a rebel to 


his ſovereig lord. Aſſociating with a grow- 
ing party, equally bad as himſelf, the refuſe 
of China, the vile Mandarine ht up the un- 
extinguiſhed flames of a dreadful rebelhon, 
which fubyerted the ancient kingdom of 
China; * its rightful lord and family, 
and was means of raiſing up an- artful 
ſtranger in a throne, to which he had no man- 
ner of title, either by relationſhip, or by con- 
queſt : atchieved only by the foft artifice of 
ſiperior addreſs, e and working up a 
deluded people, faſcinated and utterly ener- 
vated by Vice; being indeed rightly puniſhed 
for the mean cowardice of their effeminacy, 


and the villainy of their betraying a generous 


ſovereign. 


Now grown bare-faced in his rebellion, the 
audacious Mandarine Ligh, ſtrengthened by 


numbers that fought for plunder, ſet fire to 


capitals, over-run whole provinces, and ra- 
 vaged 


he came towards the imperial reſidence of 
Pekin. Nothing can expreſs the conſterna · 
bon in which he threw the baſe inhabitants. 
XX By the force of his bribes, and the art of his 
EF cunning, he gained admittance within the very 
walls of the city, though garriſoned with a 
numerous army. What was the dreadful con- 
dition of my dear friend Zangola, and his 
royal father? If the emperor Tſoumtchin 
| felt the extremes of miſery, on account of 
=X diftreſs at this horrid news, Zangola, my dear 
prince, only ſuffered for his lovely bride, If 
EX this unnatural Revolution, ſaid he, would but 
peaceably ſecure me in the ſoft arms of my 
=Z dceareſt Philaſanga, I would forgive my fate; 
where, ſeated in ſome delightful valley, with a 
fmall cottage, reared in the ſlope of ſome ve- 
nerable hill, crowned with wild rurality, 1 
might bid adieu to royalty! There, beſide 
2 rivulet to keep ſheep; to drive the 
fleecy flock to verdant paſture, while my love- 
ly. ſhepherdeſs, waiting my return, ſhall hail 
me at the cottage door, chiding me with in- 
termingled kiſſes at my long delay, and pre- 
tently ſmiling forgiveneſs, as ſhe preſt my 
willing hand, — me to the ſeat of 
ſweet repoſe; O! what joy would this prove 
1n the ſolitary. ſhade of retirement, with my 
love, my Philaſanga; far from the walks - 
Ne 2 on prou 
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proud Ambition, ſecluded far from the impe- 
rial palace of kings, the jewel -blazing throne, 
and the envied ſceptre of command, before 
which mean ſlaves fall down in earth-kifſing 
adoration ! Didſt thou but exchange me this, 
thou dire Rebellion, I would freely part from 
all the cumberous pageantry of my promiſed 
crown, and would even thank you for the 
happy permutation ! 

When the ferocious ſons of cruel Rebellion | 
had, not by their valour, but more by the 
creachery of faithleſs officers, got poſſeſſion 
of the city walls, the carnage that followed is 
too, too diſgraceful for the mercy of langua 
to expreſs; and full of ideas too horrible {4 
human ears! for they were tranſacted by 
creatures ſo vilely debaſed, that they were ut- 
terly inhuman. They tortured unoffending 
innocence, to anſwer no end but to indulge 
cruelty! They made war worſe than mere 
barbarians, and the moſt vile of the brute 
creation! Lions and panthers, and ſpotted: 
leopards, carry a dignity in their deſtruction 
far above them! Nay the very wolves that 
howl hunger-bit in the foreſt, uniting under 
the calls of famine, are, than they, more eli- 

gible; when ſculking down the rock at the 
1 duſk of evening, they ruſh terrific, on the de- 
fenceleſs villagets, and glut their famiſhed 
jaws with human gore: for they retire when 
mar craving appetite 1s ſatisfied! 


The 


es 
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W 71 Revolution of China. The Death of tbe 
3 Emperor and Princeſs Royal. 4 


My princely friend was animating the cow- 
ardly garriſon of Pekin, to defend the em- 
peror to the laſt extremity ; when he heard the 
BW traitor Ligh, and his infernal crew, with ban- 
vers flying, were entering the great gate. Find- 
ing endeavours vain, as ; the city was betrayed, 

ss ſtop their e he retired to the em- 

peror in the fortified palace; where the good 
unfortunate prince, deſerted by his friends, if 
eaſtern kings can have among his ſlaves the 
friend of ſincerity; and left by his great Man- 
darines, with only a few guards and cowardly 
eunuchs, was confined as it were, in all the 
terrors of doubtful ſuſpence. His very for- 
titude forſook him, while in vain he called 
upon his Gods for aſſiſtance; and the generous 
ear of Providence was cloſed to his melan- 
choly complaints. The ſtate of his mind was 
a profound abyſs of horror. The moſt tor- 
W menting paſſions ſeized, like ctuel fiends, 
WT his noble heart, and rent his auguſt boſom ! 
When Zangola flew towards him, he was 
walking, prodigiouſly agitated, in the great 
ſaloon. The prince entered bowing low, yet 
his aſpect betrayed the tenfold diſorder of his 
& ſoul; the king ſtarted, and then ſtood fixed 
in ſpeechleſs aſtoniſhment. Then Zangola 
cried in the bitterneſs of 1588 fly, fly my 
adored 


1 


| \ 
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adored lord and father, fly, and ſecure thy 
facred perſon, the rebel enters Pekin. Then 
looking up the king cried, with eyes wild * 
with horror: what! all is loſt !----the emperor 
is betrayed !---my Kingdom and my people 


are devoted to deſtruction! O ye tmmortal WW 


Gods, who preſide over the affairs of human 


creatures, where is your juſtice ? where your 


mercy? where your providence ? that ſuch 


terrible barbarians perpetrate fuch unheard of 
cruelties, inflict ſuch unexpreſſible miſeries on 


a wfretched people, who never gave them of. 
2 Fence ; and carry fuch diflolutiog in a mighty 
kingdom; utterly overturning and fubverting 
the moſt antient nation of the world ! why 
do you ſuffer ſuch a villain, the very out-caſit 
of mankind, to be over me, his rightful fo- 
vereign, a triumpliant conqueror! Here over- 

Whelmed with ſorrow, and his grief too big 
for utterance, the emperor pauſed---while the 
big tear tumbled down his vetierable cheek, 
and he ſtood ſilent with unutterable miſery 
of ſoul. The prince kneeling at his feet, 
begged him to moderate his terrors. But 
ſtarting, he cried, ye righteous Gods ! this in- 
fernal Ligh; this rebellious traitor to his king 
and country, may be the inſtrument of your 
vengeance, oh a-King and people, devoted to 
all the miſeries of deſtruction! TO which, 
ſoftening his voice, he cried fighing, I religi- 
ouſly ſubmit! and he drew forth a dagger. 

Then the prince uproſe, and ſaid, O * fa- 
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= ther, think of thy daughter! At that he 
ſcopt his cruel hand; he ſtarted; he covered 

W his overflowing eyes; he trembled to the very 
baſis of his frame. After ſome filent mo- 
ments of conſideration, he turned his mourn- 
ful viſage to the prince, and his majeſtic aſ- 
pect was disfigurfd with the wildneis of diſ- 
ordered frenzy, while he ſaid, go my duteous 
Zangola; and embracing him fervently in his 
paternal arm, he cried, while he bedewed his 
cheeks with tears of love: go, and receiving 
my bleſſing in thy father's laſt embrace, pre- 
ſerve thy bride, while I ſave my daughter: 
and he went towards the apartments of the 
ladies, the prince offering to accompany him; 
but he commanded him to retire, who bow-. 
ing with filial reſpect, as guſhing tears flowed 
from his gentle eyes, obeyed and ſought his 
ove. | | 

Then the king perceiving the captain of 
his guard, and about 600 choſen troops, he 
heroically offered to fight at their head, an 
cut his way through the rebels; but their 
cowardly hearts failing within them, they re- 
fuſed to follow. Thus he gave up all for 
loſt, ſuppoſing Ligh, by his emiſſaries, had 
ſucceſsfully practiſed on their loyalty. 

Giving over all for loſt, the emperor 
Tſoumtchin reached the inner apartments of 
the princeſs royal; frantic with purpoſes dire 
and horrible. Her highneſs was reclined on 
& purple velvet throne of elegant repoſe, whole - 
„„ H couch 


4 


Tu 1 


couch was roſy ſatin; and its lofty canopy 
ſupported by ivory trees, bloomed fruit of 
vegetable. gold. On her fair hand ſhe ſup- 
ported her lovely cheek, over which the 
pearly tear of ſorrow fell, like dew drops on 
a morning lily! around her ſtood her train 
of ladies, weeping for themſelves, as well as 
at the fate of the princeſs. Abrupt the king 
entered frantic : the princeſs upraiſed her 
beautious form ; and the king ſtarting back 
trembled, while all the father took poſſeſſion 
of his ſoul, and ſoftened him into the tender- 


neſs of paternal affection. 


De Fall of GRANDEUR: 
A dramatic Cataſtrophe. 


Alas! faid the princeſs, why looks my royal 
father thus diſtracted? pray your majeſty be 
ſeated. She took his hand, and perceiving 
an unuſual tremor, aſked what freſh cauſe----- 
The king anſwered abruptly, O my daughter, 


we muſt part never to meet again; my kine- 


dom 1 18 wreſted from me! The rebel Ligh 15 


in Pekin At that dreadful news the prin- 
ceſs fwooncd away; and when her ladies re- 


covered her to life, ſhe cried; but OI my 


father, is he not in chains? do they not drag 
him to priſon? 1s not the executioner prepar- 


ing to make him a public ſpectacle to the 


city? Oh! no, he ſaid, my adored child, 


the villain i iS victorious; ; the Gods take part 
— with 


So 


THE BON Z E. 51 
with Rebellion, and leave the majeſty of kings, 
their choſen repreſentative, to deitruftion----= 
and I muſt die! „ | 
The princeſs rejoined----O do not, do not, 
my royal fire, deſert me! Canſt thou leave 
me thus unguarded to miſery? what will be- 
come of wretched me, when thou art gone? 
== where ſhall I fly? is there none to defend 
their kind ſovereign? where are they all fled? 
can thy army be thus ſo eaſily repulſed ? 
Alas, ſaid the king, my army is command- 
ed by traitors, now the faithful Ouſanguey is 
expelling the fierce Tartars: my great Kolaos 
and Mandarins have betrayed me to, the 
arch-rebel; and the very ſervants who daily 
ate my bread have deſerted their kindeſt be- 
= nefattor! Where then can I fly but to the 
open arms of death? Oh! lamented the prin- 
ceſs, penetrated with the moſt lively grief, if 
thou art gone, what will become of thy daugh- 
ter? where can a helpleſs princeſs fly, if a 
king can find no refuge in a cruel world? 
- WW Worked up by this ſentiment, and reſolving 
5 within himſelf not to leave the charming mour- 
ner to the mercy of villains, raviſhers, and 
- W plunderers, he was about to finiſh his fatal 
/ WE reſolve; but turning his eye, to take a 
favourite view of the living beauty of his 
darling child, he loſt his purpoſe in parental 
- affection; by the ſight of ſuch innocence, 
, who beſeeched him to look kindly on her, 
* and not forſake her to uttermoſt diſtreſs.---- 
3 H 2 Then 
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Then agitated with the moſt paſſionate and 


pathetic ſorrow, wringing her ivory hands, 


ſhe ſaid in a raiſed tone of voice: Oh! m 


royal father, let us fly together; ance 


will not forſake us, will yet be our guide 
For if thou leaveſt me, will not that moſt de- 
teſted traitor rebel, when he ſeizes thy throne, 
will he not ſeize thy daughter ? make her a 
ſlave, drag her to his loathed infernal bed, 


raviſh from the innocence of her youth her 


ſpotleſs virginity? and after ſatiating his mon- 
ſtrous luſt, ſacrificing to Revenge, and the 


more to degrade the moſt antient royal fa- 


mily, and make it more extinct ; will he not, 
in the wantonneſs of cruelty, hew me to pieces, 
and expoſe my mangled limbs to delight his 


fellow traitors? No, ſaid the king, worked up 


by theſe horrid images of deſtruction, to the 
higheſt pitch of madneſs, while his reverend 
eyes ſtreamed with ſcalding tears. No, the 
traitor ſhall not diſhonour thee, O my, child, 
and the royal family----And hearing a ſhout 
reverberating round the palace-----This arm, 
he cried, all frantic and looking wild horror, 
this arm ſhall ſave the princeſs royal from 
pellution----And catching a dagger from his 
imperial robe, he plunged it deep in her ſpot- 
leſs heart, through her marbly boſom! Fix- 
ing a dying look of forgiveneſs on her diſ- 
tracted parent, ſhe fell gently in the arms of 


her wailing attendants, like a fair Ny bend- 
| ing 
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Ing over a bed of violets; and the angel of 
E- death ſoon releaſed her Auttering ſpirit. 

In the interim the poor unfortunate em- 
| peror Tſoumtchin, now all was utterly loſt, be- 
WF cf of every hope, flew into the e gar- 


den; and hearing the loud ſhouts of the rebels, 
as if they were forcing the gates; and fearing 
WE to be taken alive, treated with direful indig- 
WF nity, and be dragged at the chariot wheels of 
an inhuman conqueror---- he reſolved to die. 
But ſtill amidſt the tumults of his own un- 
equaled miſeries and misfortunes, he did not 
forget his people. His love for them mani- 
feſted itſelf in his laſt moments moſt benevo- 
lently; and doing all in his power to ſave 
W them from the fury of the victor, he who 
W {corned to entreat for himſelf and family, 
condeſcended to become a ſuitor even to his 
hated foe, the rebellious traitor Ligh; and 
thus on his ſatin robe he wrote for his diſtreſt 
ſubjects; at once manifeſting a patriotic king, 
by a diſregard to himſelf, and a paternal love 
to his people! My officers have baſely for- 
| /aken me; exerciſe all thy rage on my body, but 

ſpare my people. And immediately he put a 
period to his royal life, by ſtrangling himſelf! - 

Soon after this melancholy cataſtrophe of 
the royal family, the infamous mandarine . 
Ligh, with his rebellious army, broke through 


N the walls of the imperial palace; for there 
was no noble oppoſition, Cowardice had 
! taken poſſeſſion of the native Chineſe, and 


" # .__ heaven: 


54 THE BONZ E. 
heaven ſuffered them to be over- ruled by the 
folly of an unaccountable infatuation; made 
ripe for divine indignation by their iniquities. 
All the internal apartments, ſacred to the 
privacy of feminine modeſty, were given up 
to the violation of the prophane vulgar; who 
forcibly intent on pillage, ran from ſaloon to 
ſaloon, and plundered every grand apartment 
till they were loaded with royal ſpoil. Crea- 


tures thus abandoned to the corruptions of 


a vitiated nature; and following delighted, 
free from the curb of reſtraint, the powerful 
incentives of a fatal inclination, became out- 
ragious in wickedneſs, following with greedy 


appetite the perſuits of barbarity ! That ſuch 


degraded beings ſhould forcibly raviſh the 
ſpotleſs virgin, defile the intreating matron, 
and pollute the virtuous wife; and after ſa- 
tiating their brutal paſſions, they ſhould 


plunge the keen daggers in their beauteous 


boſoms is no wonder: ſo wonderfully diabolic 
is human nature when left to its own blind 
unchecked impulſes! no more than it 1s 
ſtrange, they ſhould dart the long javelin at 
the Jamb-like infant, ſucking at its fond mo- 
ther's breaſt, and bear it exulting in cruelty on 
the ſharp point aloft in air triumphant; while 
feeble old age, creeping at their feet for 


mercy, ſhare a luckier fate, by having their 


heads at one clean blow ſevered by the hands 
of dexterity, that deſtruction ſhould be 
brought to perfection! Yes, the wonder 


ceales, 
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| ceaſes, becauſe it is common to all people 
W that are victorious ! ſo vitiated is man with- 
out laws! 
When prince Zangola left the diſtracted 
W cmperor, he flew on the wings of love to 
ſuccour and comfort his dear Philaſanga, 
whom he found terrified by painful appre- 
henſion in the pleaſure palace, formerly de- 
voted to happineſs, but now the ſeat of wret- 
chedneſs. At his entrance ſhe ſprung to his 
willing embrace, in all the ſpeechleſs eloquence 
of love, which is diminiſhed by expreſſion? 
Then ſeating herſelf on his knee, their arms 
tondly entwined together; as the woodbine 
and fragrant jeſſamine cling round their ſup- 
port, ſhe cried, oh my loved lord, my pray- 
ers have been offered to the righteous Gods, 
to ſpare at leaſt my dear prince amidſt this 
deſolation; but if it is the will of the great 
diſpenſer of mundane affairs, I beg that I 
may die in theſe dear, theſe faithful and be- 
loved arms; and if that is my fate, O com- 
fort, gracious Providence, my kind good lord! 
= Or rather, ſhe cried, lifting up her tearful 
eyes, O happy thought! rather ſuffer me not 
to animate a terrene form, but a celeſtial ve- 
hicle, graced with immortal elegance; that 
flying down on earth, I may prove a guardian 
power to my dear prince, protect him all day 
from evil, and at night, while he ſleeps on 
his downy couch, defend him from harm, or 


imopth ws ruffled plume of Carg; ſometimes 
I _ mildly 
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mildly to appear before his rural walks, to 

warn him of danger, and infuſe the ſpirit of 
happineſs! _ 

To which he anſwered, Oh, my ves, my 
adored princeſs, rather let us talk of living; 
of flying from a perfidious race of vile crea- 
tures, to ſome charming ſolitude, free from a Wi 
cruel world; and feaſt on the ſincere enjoy- i 
ments of delicate and reciprocal love, and 

ſocial friendſhip. 
No ſooner had he ſpoke, but in ruſhed the 
conſpicuous rebel Ligh, ſurrounded by his 
guard! Thanks mighty F o, he loudly roared 
(while Philaſanga hid her face in her lord“ 
boſom) I have found my grand enemy, he is 
a victim worthy myſelf; and he threw at the 
Prince a painted arrow with all: his Vengeance, 
which miſſing its deſtined object, flew into the 
fair Philaſanga's ſide, and drank deeply at the 
fountain of life, as ſhe fell at his feet. At 
that the royal Chineſe ſprung up all furious, 
and drawing his poniard, ruſhed-towards the 
arch-traitor; but prevented by his guards was 
taken priſoner; and as he fainted, overcome 
* with exceſſive grief, he was hurried to con- 
finement: at my earneſt entreaty, offering 
myſelf for that purpoſe, I was ſuffered to 
ſhare in the ſame priſon his rankling ſorrow. 
Between theſe wonderous tranſactions, my 
father Ouſanguey, the great Chineſe general, 
after repeated couriers had informed him the 


dangerous ſituation of the kingdom from 1ts 
commo- 


2 
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eommotions and finding he had not ſufficient 
power to conquer the invader, he made ſpeedy 


peace with him, in the name of his royal maſter. 

: | By a fatal policy he agreed to join forces, in 
onder the more certainly to extirpate rebel- 
Ws lion. Accordingly they marched their, troops 


towards the imperial court, that they might 


ſuccour the emperor ; but before they could 


effect their purpoſe, the traitor Ligh had 

gained poſſeſſion of the city, which he gave 

to the ravage of his gang of murderers. 
News ſpeedily arrived, that the Chineſe and 


Tartar armies were marching in concurrence 


to give the rebel battle; the traitor's heart 


melted within him for very fear, as he was an 
abſolute coward, untinctured with the leaſt 


magnanimity ; and ſuch as the commander, 


ſuch are the followers! The rebels encum- 
bered themſelves with plunder; they ſet fire 
to the city; and after glutting their voraci- 
ous rage with acts of cruelty, beholding the 


metropolis in aſhes, and perfecting all the 


wickedneſs in the power of man, they re- 
treated in wild diſorder; while Ligh, and a 
party loaded with the richeſt pillage, fled to 


the mountains, and was never heard of more; 


after he had inrolled his name in the liſt of 


infamy, and vilely conſecrated his remem- 


brance to the bittereſt execrations of lateſt 


polterity. 
Then it was the ſuperior addreſs of the 
artful Tartar Tſoute LON itſelf, by tak- 


Vor. * If — 
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ing advantage of the confuſion and puſilla- 
| nimity of the effeminate Chineſe ; working 
upon their weak ſouls by the moſt ſpecious 
pretences, and terrifying their coward hearts 
58 an exaggeration of his power; employ- 
his emiſſaries, and bribing the leading 
* till he got himſelf to be invited 
as regulator of the kingdom, thrown into 
ſuch terrible diſorder by the malecontents ! 
Admitted thus far, it was an eaſy tranſition 
to {lip into the throne ! It was what the dex- 
terity of his plauſible ambition contrived; 
and having the addreſs to palliate all objec- 
tions, and power ſufficient to awe the ſtub- 
born and refractory, he actually aſſumed the 
royal robes, and uſurped the ancient ſceptre 
of China, which the natives were unworthy 
to hold: for betraying and rejecting their 
lawful ſovereign, and native prince, they de- 
ſerved to be governed by a foreigner ; who, 
indeed, was not unequal to the throne he 
filled. Thus the Tartarian king Toute, by 
the ſpecious plauſability of policy; became 
the emperor of China, and n of Tartary, 
without bloodſhed; and what he could not 
win by force of arms, he gained by political 
addreſs; peculiarly aſſiſted by his good for- 
tune, and the connivance of Power in the 
higheſt ſuperiority. 
My father Ouſanguey, the Chineſe general, 
auding himſelf out witted in his own craft, 


that he could not divert the Tartar, nor had 
ſuffici- 


r= 


Tu BON Z E. 59 


ſufficient power to prevent the uſurpation 
W truc to the Chineſe royal family, he would 
pot acknowledge the uſurper for king. He 
continued in open arms with ſame faithful 
friends, in hope the kingdom, not ſuffering a 
WE foreigner, would unite and expel the Tartars. 
But the Chineſe were ſlaves, and one maſter 
was as good as another. Ouſanguey ſtill re- 
mained an implacable enemy to the Tartars, 
and to ſhew the conſtancy of his principles, 
and the fortitude of his foul, when they be- 
ſieged him, and brought his captive father 
under the walls, vowing they would ſacrifice 
him if he did not ſurrender: nothing moved 
by their proteſtations, and ſteeled againſt the 
ſufferings of his aged parent, for his country's 
good ſtill upright, he would not betray the 
royal cauſe; but left him to the all devouring 
= {word of the Tartars. Yet his firmneſs avail- 
ed not againft the Tartar's good fortune; and 
indeed it is unavailable to ſtand out againſt 
apparent fate; for the great Ouſanguey de- 
parted, and with him all Chineſe valour. 
Thus the Tartarian family became deeply in- 
rooted in the Indian throne imperial; for ſuch 
was the command of Providence! f 
f Prince Zangola and myſelf were carried 
priſoners ifi the route of the rebels, to the 
unfrequented mountains, faſtneſſes inacceſ- 
ſible, deep caverns, and impregnable retreats: 
and all that time, actuated by the paſſion of 
revenge, he talked of nothing but e | 
I 2 the 
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the death of the arch rebel Ligh; for revenge- 
abſorbed every other paſſion. At length, by 
the bribe of a curious diamond the prince 
had concealed, he obtained our liberty, un- 
known to the traitor Ligh; whom we nar- 
rowly watched in diſguiſe, ſuffering incredible 
hardſhips in the rocks of dangerous precipices. 
He that uſed to repoſe on the ſofteſt down of 
ſilken aeſe, be fondled in the arms of tender- 
neſs, and ſport in the lap of pleaſure, the child 
of fortune; now laid his princely head on the 

lowed flint; his fine limbs were ſtretched 
on a hard rock, and all his whole perſon ex- 

oſed to bitter winds, to driving ſnow, and 
clattering hailſtones. His food was the nig- 
gard repaſt of wild uncultivation, and he 
gladly quenched his thirſt like the mountain 
kid, clambering dangerous the craggy clift 
at the running ſtreamlet; lurking about from 


hill to cave, to give that death, which threa- 
tened every moment to ſeize our precarious 


lives with the tortures of malice. 

At length the wiſhed for moment came, 
and Ligh appeared all alone in a vale of 
rocks, where encloſing hills, high gathering 
to the clouds, hung tremendous with the 
frown of awful terror. The prince lowered 
cloſe, collecting himſelf like the ſubtle leopard, 
waiting the approach of ſome fallacious wolf, 


intent to fly on him unexpected, and in a 


moment tear him limb from limb: ſo crouch- 


; ed 
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ed the fierce prince, looking adequate to the 
1 great occaſion, -and more than human. 

= The arch rebel marched ſlowly on, heavy 
WET with loads of mental miſeries, laid on b 
e hand of Juſtice; while all the unblunted 
WE tings of ever-waking Conſcience lacerated his 
inmoſt ſoul, blackly ſtained with accumulated 
WY guilt: frowning diſconſolate and black pertur- 
BE bation, he crept along, as if the curſe of Fate 
was upon him. When he reached due diſ- 
WY tance, the greatly injured prince, like a roul- 
ed lion, ſprung up, crying; ye Gods, I thank 
BW you! and with a blow on the traitor's head, 
felled him to the ground; while I ruſhed in 
= with a naked ſimitar for ready diſpatch. Zan- 
gola jumped on his neck, and commanded 
me to tie his hands and feet, for he ſaid, 
mine is the injury, be mine the revenge. In- 


trembling caitiff into a deep cavern. We 
tied him up by the arms, undreſt him; and 
now, ſaid Zangola, his eyes glaring red fire, 
behold the horrid rights of Vengeance | my- 
| {elf will flee him alive! I ſhuddered at the 
thought, my blood curdled in my ſhrinking 
veins. The villain ſcreamed terror! He beg- 
| WW 2d a ſpeedy death; I joined the requeſt. No, 
he anſwered, Revenge can never be ſatisfied 
till it is glutted. He tore off the ſkin, fleſh 
8 and all, quite over his left breaſt, where beats 
ue heart. This to my father, he ſaid: the 
| WW vetch roared, the blood poured down; the 

| prince 


ſpired by Revenge, we dragged the diſmayed 
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prince trembled, his face grew pale; 3 and 


life. Thus he ſatisfied the call of Juſtice, 


_ lawful ſovereign. 
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ſtripping down another part of his ſkin, he 
cried aloud, this to my bleeding country! 

At the poor malefactor's ſcreams he ſtagger- 
ed; his nature faultered ; his ſtern revenge 
ſoon melted, and mercy began to humanize 
his viſage. O my friend, he faid, I can no 
more; relenting anger is pacified, and com- 
paſſion takes place "of fury! I will diſpatch 


him! So ſaying, he plunged his dagger BW 
through his atoning heart, crying to my love; i 
and the atrocious rebel gave up his forfeited BY 


for the murder of his fellow ſubjects, the ſub- 
verſion of his country, and the death of his 


. . 
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We threw his carcaſs down a precipice, and 
a vulture himſelf, he became a prey to vul- 
tures, and he never was heard of more. Thus 
was torn in pieces, the fatal ſcourge of his 
country, which performing the fagellations of 
divine appointment, is always thrown by into 
the pit of diſtruction. We ſoon retreated 
ſafely down the mountains, and mingled with 
the unnoticed throng of Chineſe. For ſafety 
we aſſociated with the Bonzes, taking their 
habit after due initiation z at length meeting 
with ſome miſſionaries, we were converted; 
but by a rational deduction, and an acquaint- 
ance with the Engliſh, we found the Romith 
too ſuperſtitious, and followed the Proteſtant 
plan; as we were too much ſtruck with the 

| magnt- 
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"a magnificence of the ſyſtem, and the divine 

Wourity of its laws, to reject a religion, that 
teaching us to deſpiſe terrene delights, led the 
inmortal ſpirit high up the refulgent paths of 
ncver-fading glory! 

At length the prince and myſelf, clearly 
WE penetrating into the ſhadowy nothingneſs of 
WS mundane delights, with the utter inſufficiency 
of its beſt joys to give ſolid content, and 
= ſincere permanent happineſs to the capacious 
pirit of man; rather apt to be vitiated than 
refined by the gratifications of pleaſure : re- 
lecting on the dangerous temptations of a 
= world of ſeduction; critically inveſtigating 
with preciſion, the weakneſs and fallacy of 
human reaſon; the intemperate fallies of 
ET youthful paſſion; the perſuaſive ſtimulation 
of keen appetites, and the almoſt inſuperable 
force of tyrant habit, with the higheſt proba- 
bility of an immortality ; and that the actions 
of this life will have a tenfold effect on our 
futurity; we reſolved to relinquiſh the world 
and all its fopperies. Accordingly, finding 
out this delightful ſolitude, directed by the 

Hand of Providence, here we pitched our tent 
1 for life, and thus commenced hermits; fixed 
and happy in the ſocial bands of congenial 
friendſhip! N i 

But how my friend, aſked the captain, can 
you make the Chriſtian religion coincide with 
t che eaſtern Bonze opinion of the tranſmigra- 
e don of the ſoul, which I find you profeſs? 
1 ö To- 
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To-morrow, replied the hermit, you ſhall hear 

that reconciled, in the ſurpriſing account deli. 
vered celeſtial-wiſe by prince Zangola; for 
now it is dinner time: and thus they retired. 


SUNRISE, orientally decorated 


Now day ſpring from on high, announcing 
the roſy approach of morn, through the grey 
tranquility of twilight; the purple: veſted Fo PL. 
binger of all cheering day ſtanding tip-toc of 
the lofty mountain's top, proclaimed f = 
early trumpet, loud founding through the | 
black pavilions of chaotic night, the bright 
propinquity of the glorious luminary. The i 8 
filent moon, enrapt with fleecy clouds, -deſ- 
cended from her ſilver throne of palfid light, 
and vaniſhed weſtward with her ſtarry train: 
while negro-fronted Night, obedient to the 
found, retreated ſlowly as the day advanced, 
and from her jetty pinions ſhook the pearly | . 
dew. All Nature reviving by the God of BW: 
day inſpired, ſprung refreſhed alert with lite, 
as at the glorious morning of gay Eber 9 
when the magnificent creator called her off- 
ſpring out of chaos; while innumerable com- * 
panies of celeſtial beings, who ſtood aſtoniſh- | 0 
ed at the wonders riſing beneath his forming t 
hand; and penetrated with all the elegancies 
of ſupernal love, ſhouted aloud for joy; unit- 
ing with inſtrumental muſic, their own divine 


ſtrains 1 in vocal exultation 
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Faſily awaked by the matin ſong of carly 
birds, gaily induſtrious to carry on the buſi- 
nels of life, either in ſearch of food, or ſport- 
= elſe in amorous dalliance;' the friends 
hook off the gentle bands of ſleep, formed of 


7 and met the hermit as he came from offering 
Z WH his daily oraifons in the grove of orati- 
2 e. Let us take our morning repaſt, ſaid 
rucodore, to ſome convenient Hthade, where 
1 we may be delighted auditors of thy promiſ- 


Cconduced them to the fragrant ſeat conſe- 
rated to friendſhip. 

They marched up the mountain's wa 
F/piral-wiſe, through path-worn thickets, and 
Wacroſs the rocky barren of its antique ſides; 
or where the bubbling ſpring, guſhing from 
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„its fountain head, ran "tinkling to the vale be- 
low, and imprinted furrows in its caſcadious 
il Re At length they gained its lofty ſum- 
a mit, whoſe fertile brow, rich in deepening 
n, oom. was crowned with devious palms and 


: : fragrant ſhrubs, leafy overhead defending from 
| : dhe ſultry ſun, yet opening their kind arms 
0 invite the cool refreſhing breeze; while 
me freſh herbage ſprung beneath, gaily re- 
es A g vived every night by ſoft deſcending dews, 
i- lightly diſtilling through Nature's cool alem- 
ne bic, by the chemic moon in midnight ſilence. 

Amidſt the 1mbowering ſhade, were raiſed 
[*P for convenient repoſe, ruſh- formed mat- 


ly Vol., I. 5 K : ting, 


x digeſtion, and the fumes of virtuous food; 


"eva 
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ed narr#tion. The anchorite conſented, and 
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ting, whence opened, far diitant as the eye 
could carry, bounded alone by the bluey he- 
miſphere, the level Chineſe proſpect richly 
covered with rice, through which with end- 
leſs track glittering canals gaily journeyed, 
bearing on their glaſſy boſoms innumerable 
frigates and gilded barges; prevented often 
by high over-arching bridges, croſſed with 
buſy throngs, inmixt with laborious horſes and 
bunchbacked camels; while the golden pinna- 
cles of ſuperb temples, and the lofty turrets 
of pagodas, ſhot up through variety of gar- 
den ſcenes pleaſingly magnificent. This on 
the left. In the midſt was a' rich valley, 
loaded with paſturage, crouded with lowing 
herds and fleecy flocks, whence ſhot up vari- 
ous hills, falling with eaſy ſlopes, ornamented 
with all the different ſhades of green-eyed 
Vegitation, pleaſingly contiguous to unſtrain- 
ed viſion. But to the right, emerging be- 
tween two lofty mountains, a ſcene majeſti- 
cally awful, boldly diſplayed the wonders of 
the boundleſs ocean, whoſe ſea- green wave, 
high. rolling in cloud-aſpiring billows, beat 
againſt the ſtorm-defying rock, in curling 
ſurges foaming effectleſs rage; or ſinking 
down a valley of enormous depth, to under- 
mine the more imbecile veſſels, mounted up 
again aloft its dropſical belly, bloated with 
aggregated exceſs, an aquatic mountain in 
the clouds, draining the ſea to form its vaſt 
foundation; while ten thouſand deaths ſport- 


ing 


TAE BON Z E. 67 
ing in the tempeſt, ride in forky lightening, 
on the boſom of the raging winds, and lurk 
unſeen amidſt the many pointed rocks and 
quickſands. | DTS 
After the friends had feaſted their eyes 
with this enchanting proſpect, and their palates 
with the morning's collation, in the charming 
over-arching ſhade, the Chineſe Anchorite 
re- aſſumed, at the deſire of the viſitants, his 
ſweet diſcourſe, which fell from his lips like 
the morning dew, refreſhing to the fragrant 
woodbine; and thus he began full of ſweet 
enthuſiaſm. 

This flower-roofed bower, ſacred to filial 
love, where captivated with the dear effuſions 
of friendſhip, I have taſted the moſt refined 
delight which tuned my ſoul to a divine har- 
mony by the fineſt feelings; this bower 1s to me 
a temple, which conſecrated to holy purpoſes, 
is fit for the contemplation of the great Crea- 
tor of all we behold, as well as gratefully 
bring to remembrance the beſt of princes: and 
| thus he ſaid with ſolemnity, ſtanding at the 
approach with uplifted hands; Oh! thou al- 
mighty, and moſt beneicent ſupreme cauſe of 
all creation; be it the delightful habit of 
my ſoul to praiſe thee with elegance of love; 
till refining my immortal ſpirit, I become pu- 
rifi-d and fitted for the manſions of eternal 
glory, the aſſociation of exalted beings, and 
the fruition of thy beatific preſence! He pauſ- 
_ed----ftruck with internal rapture at the ſcene, 
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and then proceeded. Pardon me my friends, 


he faid, for tranſgreſſing upon your patience, 
who have come thus far in ſearch of 'know- 
ledge to the ſolitary recluſe; but this ſeat, de- 


_ voted to the memory of my deareſt friend, 
exacts uncommon regard; and it is a fign of 


an inferior nature to be devoid of ſenſibility 
Now I continue the theme. 
After Zangola and myſelf had extricated 
ourſelves from the dangers of a diſcovery, on 
which hung our certain deſtruction, we min- 
gled with the buſy world; ſtriving by im- 
merging into the depth of the preſent time, 
to forget the paſt, and bury the remembrance 
of departed happineſs in oblivion, But how- 
ever caſy the taſk might prove to me, who 
loft ſo little by finding ſo delicate a friend, it 
became impoſſible for the prince to eraſe 
from his ſoul the deep impreſſions of love, 
which were imprinted by the tranſcending 


beauty and elegance of ſoul, ſo conſpicuous 


in his fend bride. In the fulneſs of his heart 
he would cry, O Fate, had you but ſpared 
my deareſt Philaſanga, I would have con- 


temned the loſs of a world, which without 


her has not the power to confer any real hap- 
pineſs! Offering the guſhing tear of love to 
her dear remembrance, how often would he 
invoke her name, as if ſhe was preſent to his 


tranſports? How oft would he jun in tender 


repetitions of her ſoft pathos of expreſſion, 
and her becoming fondneſs? How oft would 


he 
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he dwell on the perfections of her mind, as 
beauty of her eaſy 1 unaffected perſon ? 
form had not that air of grandeur, that fine 


| outſide, which ſeem to dignify ſome people, 
but too often like a magnificent palace, con- 


elegant ſimplicity, like that of a villa, which 
n though ſmall is of a delicate taſte, and orna- 
- mented by a poſſeſſor bright with virtue and 
„ [W goodneſs. Peeping through her ſmall Chineſe 
>, eye, her ſoul ſmiled love and ſenſibility ; and 
© che lily prevailing in her cheek over the roſe, 
while the ruby revived on her ſweet lips, 
o gave her an air of ſolemn ſerenity. But O 
it N che tongue of eloquence would fail in delineat- 
ing the amiability of her exalted mind. To 
mankind in general ſhe was all benevolence; 
to me in particular all goodneſs, love, and 
fondneſs; but to her Creator all duty, ſubmiſ- 
lon, and gratitude. 

In ſhort, he found it impoſſible to Mo 
the loved idea from his heart, every day be- 


intoxications of love- ſick melancholy. It was 
In vain that we travelled over China, and en- 
tered the territory of Siam. Sometimes we 
were Bonzes, and at other times Talopoins; 

but the leaſt reflection detected the abſurdity 
of their idolatrous worſhip, and the groſſneſs 
and turpitude of their manners; therefore we 


forſook 


| well as on the agreeable ſweetneſs, if not 


He would ſay, though the ſtructure of her 


: _ vicious inhabitant; yet ſhe boaſted an 


| coming more and more a prey to the ſweet 


— Ia nm. was 9 We we. 
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forſook them, and i in difguiſe 500 the mit- 
fionaries. From them we heard a ſublime 
account of Deity, and the elements cf a per- 
fect morality; but we at length perceived the 
purity of their relegion defiled by ambition, 
and contaminated by ſuperſtition. Their of- 
fering up prayers to the Neity in an unknown 
language; their cruelly locking up the ſacred 


laws they pretended to propagate; their filly 


worſhipping pictures, and paying needles 
adoration to a wafer, while they made a fal- 
hble man infallible; were ſuch bare-faced 
affronts to common- ſenſe, that in giving up 
the prieſts, we were quitting their religion; 
but at length we were ſet to rights by a judi- 
cious Engliſhman, with whom we travelled 
and gained European learning. As then from 
an Eneliſhman I received the ineſtimable gift 
of knowledge, tis with the pleaſure of gratt 
tude, that to one of his nation I can account 
for the evil which prevails throughout this 
mundane ſyſtem. 

The idea which you form of the ſupreme 
Creator is, that he poſſeſſes goodneſs and 
power in the fulneſs of perfection; from 
which you naturally argue, that he could 
have no end to anſwer in the formation of 
his creatures but their happineſs, and that he 
has plenitude of power for its completion. 
But on the other hand you perceive, and in- 
timately feel, that the place of abode formed 
by the Deity for its creatures, is of abſolute 

& 1 
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deſign, not by chance ſprinkled with imper- 
fection; and though rich with a variety of de- 
lights, yet it is but to a very few the manſion 
of happineſs. In many parts meteors carry 
inexpreſſible evils. While one region ſhivers 
with the bitter ſeverity of cold, another is 
broiling under the rigours of a ſcorching ſun, 
or drowned with cataracts of water, pouring 
inceſſant from the floodgates of the ſkies ; and. 
after drenching one country, overflowing ano- 
ther. Old ocean, with his watery mantle, co- 


| vers half the globe; and another quarter is 
| tull of prodigious foreſts, barren deſerts, and 


| untenable ſolitudes : while it is with diffi- 
| culty that we prevent ſavage beaſts, and un- 
rofitable weeds, from gaining upon the earth. 
eee compels us to bring the fruits of 
the earth to perfection, by the labours of cul- 
tivation; too often diſappointed by the auſtere 
blaſts of rigorous ſeaſons, as if malignant 
powers were envious of, and fruſtrated the 
little good granted to, the ſons of mortality. 
But notwithſtanding, it muſt be gratefully 
acknowledged, amidſt theſe apparent evils, 
that the bounty of goodneſs has not forſaken 
the habitations of man; and though the deep 


footſteps of divine diſpleaſure are caſily trac- 


ed throughout the globe, yet there ſhine noble 
and various manifeſtations of i heavenly good- 
neſs and love; elſe indeed it would be alto- 
gether a hell, if it was ſurrounded with no- 


ding but evil. In many places earth is em. 


belliſhed 
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belliſhed with floſcular beauties creeping on 


the ground, or flowering fragrantly aloft on 


ſhrubby trees. Adminiſtering little to uſe, 


they glitter in all the elegance of ſhape and 


colour, and charm with their fragrance, as 
the decorations of Nature ; proclaiming with 
the voice of love, we are not utterly diſre- 


4 N by the beſt of Beings: while delicious 


ruits melting on the delighted palate, apart 
from their beauteous forms, carry utility in 
their nouriſhment! And as the terreſtrial 
ſphere is thus adorned, the glorious heaven: 
are enlightened with aſtoniſhing magnificence, 


the beneficial fun fructifying all Nature, giy- 


ing as it were, and preſerving life. Nor doe: 
the ſea and air want for ſubjects to raiſe ad- 
miration, and proclaim the goodneſs of a be- 
neficent Creator. Let not then the gloomy 
heart betray its impatience, by a partial re- 
troſpection of Nature's picture, painted by 
Providence; nor ſtudious to view things on 


their dark ſide, wiltully overlookisg their 


beauties : for, however inexplicable the affairs 
of this world is to mortal ſagacity, yet reſt 
aſſured the maker and governor of all things 


is perfect Wiſdom! Amen. 


If we advert to man the lord of earth, and 
the maſter-piece of Creation, we find he 1s 
over-run with an amazing depravity, and the 
vaſt degradation of the lower claſs from the 


throne of perfection is aſtoniſhing. Creatures 


that appear newly come out of the hands of 
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perfection to be thus ſoon vitiated, is won- 
derous! Yet if we view the interior texture 
of the mind, what elſe can be expected from 
the immeaſurable influence of cuſtom and 
example, the voraciouſneſs of appetite, and 
the outragjouſneſs of intemperate paſſions, 
which hurry and impel; and the inſuperable 


power of habit? oppoſed to which there is 


only a rational faculty, too eaſily deluded, and 
at the beſt a weak monitor without force or 
= dignity! From the working of theſe under 
powers man becomes ſelfiſh, and then he TY 
= fitted, for the commiſſion of the moſt atroci- 
| ous actions to pleaſe himſelf, though they 
bring on the head of others exceſs of ruin! 

You will ſay what armies of maladies, lan- 
guiſhing ſickneſſes, and griping pains, declare 
war on man at his very birth; ſeldom failing 
one time or other inflicting the moſt excruci- | 
ating torments; and that all are under a cer- 
tain condemnation of death, though uncertain 
as to the time; for at laſt the moſt fortunate 
of human race, as well as the moſt dignified, 
muſt yield to the inevitable dart of death, that 
univerſal conqueror ! 

From the preſence of theſe evils you will 
naturally inquire, what could be the cauſe. 
why the great Creator, infinitely wile to plan, 
good to will, and powerful to effect, did not 
prevent the erection of this fatal magazine? 
has he not taſte and power to make this tran- 
ſitory world a Perfect paradiſe, to admit no- 
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thing but pleaſure and happineſs, and utterly 


exclude miſery? Could he not eaſily mo- 
dulate the human mind, in ſuch a manner 


that there ſhould be a perfect equilibrio of 


paſſions and reaſon, and have deſtroyed the 
tyranny of inadequate property, and founded a 
happy equability? What prevents? Is there 
any manichean power, or monſtrous dragon, 
that war victorious againſt goodneſs ? Or is 
all chance? Oh impious Tartar-Chineſe, how 
many among your nobles are atheiſts! read 
but the book of Nature, and 25 if you can 
it has no author 

If I ſhould anſwer it was proper we ſhould 


go through a ſtate of probation, you may ſay, 


why not firſt be introduced into that region 
we are to gain by obedience, when 1t 1s ; ten 


to one we fail in the trial, and ſo become vi- 


tiated, and unhinged for ſuperior ſtations? 


And why ſhould unoffending innocence, juſt 
after its birth, feel the leaſt miſery? Why 
ſhould there bet ſuch dreadful denunciations 


of eternal ſufferings, to thoſe unhappy wret- 
ches who become diſobedient, under ſo many 


almoſt inſuperable diſadvantages; ever open 


to the artful inſtigations of powerful ſpirits, 
inviſible reigning in the contiguous air, the 


fatal deſtroyers of mankind, maliciouſly plot - 
ting our ruin here, and everlaſting deſtruction 


hereafter? And what is moſt extraordinary, 
you may rejoin, why did it become abſolutely 


neceſſary, that a deific þ ſhould be 
humbled 
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humbled with the human form, be offered up 
a ſacrifice to appeaſe offended Juſtice, and 
ſave devoted man from the dreadful ſword of 
| divine Vengeance; that order might be put 
into a world i terribly diſordered | 

With theſe kind of ſentiments have I ex- 
| erciſed my mind, tormented by the painful 
| diſquietude of douht, and labouring hard to 
unravel the myſteries of Providence; but be- 
ing ſucceſsleſs, I was juſt on the point of ſit- 
. ting down with humility, in the labyrinth 
| which F could not explore, not daring to of- 

fend by the bold enquiries of Prefumption: 
but my dear prince Zangola, at length pour- 
| ed on my philoſophic ſoul perfect ſatisfaction : 
| he gave me the clue which guided me to the 
; portico of pre-exiſtence, where rational tradi- 
tion lending me the ſilver key, religious Phi- 
loſophy opened the vaſt gate, and plainly diſ- 
covered to mortal eyes, the myſteries of Pro- 
| vidence | 

That ideal affection for my ſiſter, which 
| preyed on the vitals of the prince, made me 
ſtrive, fearful of his death, to lighten the 
| burthen of his heart; and indeed I ever gave 
him, with the utmoſt ſincerity, the ſtrongeſt 
teſtimonies of friendſhip. Twice at the ha- 
zard of my own, I preſerved his life ; the firſt 
time, when he was ſinking down a canal, 
where he was plunged by the fright of his 
| young horſe; and the laſt in battle, when ſur- 
rounded by the foe, he would have been cut 
* to 
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to pieces; I ruſhed in, furious with deſpair 
for his life, and broke him a paſſage for eſ- 
cape: and at all times I took every occaſion 


to manifeſt the ardour of my friendſhip, by 


molifying his pangs, aſſuaging his grief, and 
ſharing his ſorrows; the partner of his Joys, 
his fellow-labouring and aſſiſtant in ſolitude 
and philoſophy ; by which I ſo perfectly en- 
deared myſelf to his honeſt feeling heart, that 
in the gratitude of rapture he would cry, a 
ſincere friend is more eſtimable than a mag: 
nificent kingdom 

At length his delicate frame, harraſſed with 
that ever lacerating remembrance, which agi- 
tated his ſoul, ſunk by gentle degrees, though 


ſupported by ſuperior principles, under the 


preſſure of pleaſing melancholy : for his ſoul, 
ever watted on raiſed and exalted hope, was 
frequently on the wing to extricate itſelf from 
its terrene manacles, and to explore reg1ons 
more pure and happy. In his declining mo- 
ments, ſweetly diſcourſing on the ſoul's im. 
mortality, and the perpetuity of friendſhip 
and love, even in ſtations more exalted; we 
frequently made reciprocal promiſes, that he 
whoſe active ſpirit was firſt releaſed from the 
priſon of fleſh, ſhould, if poſſible, obtain per- 


miſſion, poſt away towards earth, and give 


his ſurviving friend an interreſting account of 
man- a affecting cauſes, and a ſuccinct hiſtory 
of heaven, and its immortal inhabitants. Juit 


before the prince expired in the arms of 
friend- 


n 


ee 
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ü friendſhip, embracing me to his heart pant- 
| ing its laſt, he thanked and bleſt me for the 


ſincerity of my affection, and made a renewal 
of his promiſe with prophetic ardour; then 
his bright ſoul took wing, and left me diſcon- 


ſolate Spare me the tear due to friendſhip, 
I the > bene ſaid, and pauſed. | 


An Apeſtrophe to Friendſhip. 
Oh amiable Friendſhip, ſweet queen of ele- 


gance! after whom the ſoul breaths the moſt _ 
tender aſpirations; thou moſt delicate of plea- 
ſure's offspring, why doſt thou elude our buſy 
| reſearch ? or melt in the fond embrace an il- 
luſive vapour? Oh, whither doſt thou fly? 
In what fair region art thou to be found? 
for capacitated to receive and admire thee, I 


| know thou are in exiſtence! Has kind hea- 
ven vainly planted in the human heart a god- 


like ſenſibility, for ever to be mocked with 


tantalizing pangs and unreal enjoyment? ſhall 


| the heart inefficaciouſly refine itſelf, never to 


meet 1ts darling delight? If thou, of a na- 
ture too delicate, doſt vaniſh ſoon as courted, 
from the manſions of mortality----ſhall we 
never meet? Oh yes we ſhall, for Nature 
. wiſpers to the pining foul, do not deſpair ! 15 
though denied here, in more happy regions 
you ſhall participate her moſt charming gra- 
tifications, not deluded by fictitious Phan- 
toms; for there is no falſehood to betray im- 
parted ſecrets; no treachery to > ſting the fol- 

tering 
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tering boſom, nor ly deſigning cunning to 
twine itſelf round the heart it tries to ruin! 
She will then diſcover herſelf not painted by 
the pencil of deceptious Pretenſion; ever 
found wanting in the ſcale of trial, and the 
hour of misfortune! but ſhe will ſhine out 
in all her native beauty, attended by Genero- 
fity, immortal Truth, and ſoothing Senſibility. 
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There in gardens blooming perpetual beauty, 

ſhe will fix you in the delicious ſeats of Joy, 

and for ever furniſh the ſoul with repaſts the 

molt pleaſing, and which never pall upon the 1 

alate of Gratification ; for Sincerity is her v 

guide, and her heart is upon her lips! She v 

has a window in her fair boſom, through Wc 

ji which ſhe gladly diſcovers the origin of in-. 

| fant Thought; tor open Truth to all her of- Wo 

I ſpring is ever paternal! But hear what ſhe n 

| herſelf is ſpeaking. You, Oh mortals, are u 

YG unworthy my favour, who, deſtitute of the li 

Wi principles which fair Religion teaches, diſ- Wo 

" obey, and break through the beautiful laws of p 
Ul foul-refining Virtue ! Now his grief diſpelled, 

| the hermit thus began. le 

„ | or 

i The angelic Viſitaiion of Zax60L1, from the iti- H 

4 | termediate Sphere. di 

„ Invited by the ſoft e of a delight- Wtr: 

| ful morning, my heart deeply impreſt with th 

the image of my dear prince; remembrance Wh 

ever drawing ſome pleaſing picture to Ima- Ni 

gination's eye of his actions; I climbed a new Ive 


path 


ley was ſpread with velveted moſs, and bright 
green turf; while flowers of all colours and. 
forms, were interwoven with the lucid ver- 
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path for the ſake of variety, up the more 


| ſhady ſides of this moſt extenſive chain of 
| mountains, forgetting. the fatigue of labour 
| in pleaſing reveries of Zangola, and in folemn 
meditation. I rambled on to ſome unknown 


part of the mighty eminence, attracted by the 


ſoft echoes of diſtant muſic, dying away in 
gentle accents among reverberating archades. 
At length I came through a narrow grove of 
E oranges, to the ſummit of an elevation; which 
being flat, formed a valley beneath ſurround- 
ing hills, whoſe lofty heads riſing upwards 
with a gentle ſlope, were crowned with ever- 
verdant myrtle, inmixt with oranges and 
| citrons, loaded with golden fruit, and deco- 
rated with fragrant bloſſoms. The flowery 
outom- chu, the delicate letchi ſupporting vines 
rich with cluſtering grapes; the milky coco, 
and delicious pine-apple, diſpoſed in a pecu- 
| liar taſte, with a variety of the moſt beaute- 
| ous fweet-{melling ſhrubs, made the vale ap- 
| pear a ſcene of eye-deceiving enchantment. 


All the ſmooth ſurface of the fragrant val- 


dure; in the midſt of which was a ſweet 


| tranſparent fountain, that gave coolneſs to 


the ſcene, and running here and there in a 
ilvery ſtreamlet through the ſhrubs, led the 
willing eye along the ſhade with elegant di- 
verfity, 


I re- 
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couch. Starting up, ſurprized with the ful 


I reclined on the rich c | pet, more to enjoy 
the magic ſcene, than from the pain of fat; 
gue. Bowering over my head- orange and 
lemon trees, ' and myrtle interwoven with 
cluſtering vines, bluſhing with ripe grapes, 
and ſupporting the climbing woodbine, and 
delicate jaſmin; formed an elaborate arbour ar. 


ranged by the inimitable hand of libertine Na. 


ture, as if ſporting in a mood of joyous gaity! 
Enraptured, I thought myſelf in a new world 
and as prepared to be accoſted by ſome di. 
vine inhabitant. 

There, as I lay involved in the fruition of 
a paradiſe, the ſoft dulcet traink of harmony 
reviving upon the charmed ear more audibly, 
now became dittin&t around my heaven 


neſs of rapture, ruſhing upon mortality; look: 
ing down a beautiful viſta, my ſtruck eyes 
encountered, through the variegated ſhae, 
beams of celeſtial glory, whoſe lucid rays ſur- 
Daſt the meridian fun in brightneſs, as they 
played round delightful. 
Immediately a divine voice, accompanied in 
with ſeraphic melody, ſang from above: Gu th 
7s great! and a reſponſe was returned in the WM da 
fame cherubic ſtrains But he 75 good! Then I th 
the firſt voice rejoined-----God is juſt l at MW an 
which a full chorus of heavenly voices uniting] pe: 
fang Bu his darling attribute is mercy fre - 
Then appeared, ſlowly deſcending from amidſt ag 


opening clouds, a royal chariot of — he 
go | 
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gold, tinged with ſhades of crimſon, and purple 
jprinkled with the tube-roſe and lily; in the 
midſt of which fat a divine perſonage, whoſe 
elegant form was in the perfection of hu- 
man beauty. When the brilliant car ſtopped 
he ahghted, and as he ſat his feet on earth, 
tweet violets ſprang up, and moving with ce- 
leſtial elegance he came towards the vernant 
arbour. A luſtrous diadem ſparkling with 


| brilliant ſtars graced his head, and from his 


ſhoulders flowed a luminous cincture between 
the downy ſilver of two beauteous wings, 
whiter than driven ſnow! His eye for bright- 
neſs was like the morning ſtar ! his open for- 


| head ſmooth as ivory, was fair as the pureſt 


bloſſom, whoſe whiteneſs ſenſible degrees 
loſt itſelf in the rich carnatiok bluſh of roſes, 
blooming, on his youthful cheeky, while all 
heaven ſhone graceful on his lovely mouth, 


which ſmiled ineffable goodneſs, divinely cor- 


| rected with ſupernal Wiſdom! All Nature as 


he moved appeared {truck with awful ſilence, 
ſave now and then dulcified with the ſoft dy- 
ing ſighs of liquid flutes, juſt audibly loſing 
themſelves amidſt repeating rocks. The mid- 
day ſun reſted in his fiery chariot, beneath 
the azure dome of earth's encircling temple ; 
and Nature gave atteſtation of-ſome auguſt 
perſonage viſiting her blyth domains. 

Thus as he ſolemnly approached, the more 
agreeably to prepare me for a divine colloquy, 
he ſmiled unutterable condeſcenſion, to em- 
„„ Nl bolden 
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bolden my heart, and take off that awe which 
we naturally imbibe at the appearance of 


every thing ſupernatural. I fell before him 


with the moſt ſubmiſſive proſtration, in the 
ſame manner as I uſed at court, to pay my 


duty to the late cham, or emperor of China, 
Then his voice more enchanting ſweet than 


the ſofteſt flute, ſaid, riſe O my friend, and 
behold thy Zangola faithful to his promiſe 
At that I aroſe, and recollected my prince in 
the fine ſymetry of his features. Yes I cried 
enraptured, it is my gracious prince! and [ 


was about to embrace his celeſtial form in the 


ardency of love; but he ſaid, be ſeated. Then 
I cried, Ah my lord, is it permitted me to en- 


quire after the ſtate of my ſiſter? Know, he 


replied; ſhe was good, and is happy. Not to 
loſe the hour of permiſſion in the queſtions of 


vain curioſity, be thou auditor, whilſt I, who 


know what knowledge will be moſt profitable 
infuſe to thy ſoul, the wonders of celeſtial hi 


tory; which will ſhew the propriety of giving 


up the follies of this world, to gain the hap 


ineſs of immortality! So ſaying, he waved 
his fair hand, which held the bloſſoms of the 
tree of life, and there appeared growing be- 
fore us, as it were a magnificent pavilion from 
a ſtamina, like the lofty oak ſpreading from 
its folded acorn. In the midit of the pavi 
lion, which, formed as of gaily-ſtreaked tulip 
leaves, encloſed us r0 „there uproſe gail) 


grand an elegant throne, flower- built, ſweet:y 
| feſtooned 


a Las RW 9 
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bloſſoms of every hue and 
boaded branches depending variety of bluſh- 
ing fruit. The ſunny beam darting through 
equal 1nlets, againſt oppoſite cryſtals w 7 
from ſilver chains, gave a delightful 

as from a thouſand ſilver lamps breathing rich 
perfume ! | | 
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| feſtooned with roſes! Around us up grew, as 
by magic, pillar-like, trees of the moſt deli- 


cate conſtruction, whoſe capitals, as if ſup- 
porting the dome-like roof, ee men rich 
ragrance; with 


a 4 
uſtre, 


The celeſtial perſonage aſcended the throne, 


and after he had ſeated himſelf, he thus be- 
gan; all Nature was wrapt in the deepeſt 
| tranquility, as when the ſolemn moon at 
midnight diſpatches ſilence over the ſtill of 
| Night's, profound with ſoft repoſe to ſooth 
the ſons of Care. | 


The HisTor v of HEAVEN. 
The origin of Evil. The Pre-exiſtent Lapſe. 5 
Oh my Confuciango, he ſaid, I do not per- 


form my promiſe ſo much to gratify curioſity, 
as to enforce Virtue; that by giving you 
adequate ideas, you might. point out to your 
fellow- creatures the paths which lead to un- 
fading happineſs, teach them to purify their 
ſouls from contamination, and regain their 
loſt ſeats of glory: for theſe important ac- 
tions are alone worthy a celeſtial viſitation. 
You mutt obſerve in ſpeaking of metaphyſical 
M 2 _ ſubjects, 
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ſubjects, I ſhall adapt my diction to received 


expreſſions, and adopted language; for to diſ- 


courſe of Deity as he really exiſts,” and of 


ſpirit unembodied, would be to render my- 
ſelf utterly unintelligible. Nay, the molt ex- 
alted cherubin and ſeraphim find their 

cious Creator totally incomprehenſible ; 3 a 
leſſer cannot contain a greater circle. But 
now attend to wonders far above the diurnal 
ſphere, and be thy foul illumined! He faid, 
and pauſed; and then methought mortality 
fell from me, like the catterpillar's ordinary 
form, when he , becomes inveſted. with ele- 


gance, and ſhaking his golden wings diſdain- . 


ing earth, he flies exulting towards heaven, 
F hus finding my capacity of ſoul enlarged, 
T felt all ſpirit diſencumbered from a load of 


body. Then looking godlike eee he 


thus began: 
The glorious ſupreme emperor of all un!- 


verſe, conſiſts of three perſons exiſting from 
all eternity; but in what manner ſurpaſſeth 
underſtanding, as much as it would be abſurd, 
as well as unphiloſophical, to ſay ſuch an exil 
tence is 1umpoſiible. 


Hut as nothing is more Emdamerital in re- 


ligion than the true worſhip of Deity, know 
that there is but one God, in whom co-eſjen- 
tially ſubſiſt three divinely diſtinct, though in- 
ſeperable infinite minds, diſtinguiſhed by dne 
appellations of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt 

and without we adore God with this idea, we 


VV orſhip 
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worſhip erroneouſly. A perfectly harmoni- 
ous conſciouſneſs, which continuing the ſame 

in each other, conſtitute 3 one 
| God eternally cor exiſting. It is impoſſible to 
| form adequate ideas of our own ſpirit, much 
W more ſo of the infinite mind; but material al- 
luſions may ſerve to aſſiſt the weakneſs of our 
capacity. The glorious ſun conſiſts of light, 
heat, and motion, inſeperably exiſting all to- 
2 gether at once, in abſolute unity, neither one 
afore or after. The Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, as emanative effects ſubſiſt in- 
ſtantaneouſly with their cauſe, were always 
E undividable; one is not afore or after. And 
were it poſſible, as it is common to ſay that 
| ſeveral are of one mind, for three people 
| to participate a completely mutual con:ciout- 
E neſs; they would become one in perfect 
unity to all intents and purpoſes; one Would 
be their deſires, diſpoſition, and will; and in 
| conſequence the ſame would be their actions: 
and this mortals ſometimes find verified for 
a few moments, in the generous delicacy of 
love and friendſhip, in ſome exalted minds 
approaching towards divinity. Theſe com- 
| pariſons, however inadequate, may give a faint 
| idea of revealed Deity, which, though above, 
is not incongruous to reaſon; but the belief 
is highly conſonant to the dignity of the hu- 
man foul! and perfectly inducive of morality ! 

The omnific Son, the ſecond perſon, called 
Son from his partaking the ſame divine na- 
| ture 
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ture with the F ather, created heaven, that is 
a kingdom as it were, the ſeat of perfect 
pleaſure, glory, and happineſs; where Deity 
more particularly reſides, who fills unbound- 
ed ſpace. The tongue of men, and of angels, 
cannot adequately Gerbe the ecſtatic delights 
of its unfading joy, 1t cannot enter into, the 
heart of man to conceive its vaſt, its unut: 
terable bliſs; nor is the human ſoul now ca- 
pacitated to receive and underſtand its rap- 
tures : ſuffice it then to ſay it is the pericc- 
tion of glorification, and that finite there be- 
comes abſorbed in the abyſs of infinite bliſs 
This of the ſuperior delights of exalted ex- 
cellency. The inferior may bear the pencil 
of ſubordinate delineation. 

It to enumerate the delights of earth you 
recognize its magnificence, its ſuperb palaces, 
with all its attendant orandeur of golden 
thrones, the lofty monarch crowned with the 
glittering diadem, ſurrounded with all the 
pomp of guards, and courtiers paying obſe- 
quious adoration. Not theſe, and could they 
be ten thouſand times more, can be compared 
to the glory of God, diſpenſing divine favours 
around the throng angelic; but indeed may 
be a faint ſhadow to give ſome little idea of 
ſupernal grandeur. And as to palaces, they 
ſpring up ſpontaneous as it were obedient to 
our wiſhes, in the utmoſt perfection of taſte, 
where emeralds, rubies, topazes, and brilliant 


while 


diamonds are the moſt ordinary materials; 
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while ſilver and gold are accounted as trifles. 
Your terreſtrial gardens ſerve extremely well 
to adminiſter delight the moſt innocent and 
beſt adapted to mankind ; but -abave, it is 
the common paſtime of the lower order of 
beings, to arrange in perfection paradiſes of 
F heavenly elegance, where flowers immortal, 
never fading ſhrubs gaily blooming and richly 
E fragrant attract ſenſation; with beauteous trees 
4 loaded with golden fruit of flavours incom- 
E parably delicious. There rivers of milk flow 
= gently calm, with ſtreamlets of ſparkling 
wine, and chryſtal ſerpentizing round verdant 
E beauties of every form; while millions of 
E cdifices erect their golden heads in all the 
grand diverſity of towers, obeliſks, temples, 
Pyramids, palaces, and pleaſure ſaloons. Sweet 
variety intermingles likewiſe aſpiring foun- 
{ tains, breaking into beauteous forms, reflect- 
ing every gay colour, with impetuous cal- 
cades, ruſhing furious down the moſt roman- 
tic rocks; and wide ſeas to aggrandize the 
ſcene, where billows ſometimes mount up 
prodigious, void indeed of all danger; while 
ſhe ſpreads the ſmooth ſerene lake, where 
glorious yachts ride adorned with ſtreamers 
blazing beauteous, all breathing ſerephic unity 
of deſignation. 

It your emperors ride in their triumphal 
chariots to viſit their dominions, we form in 
a moment ten thouſand golden cars; or ex- 
pand our ſilver wings, and fly through amaz- 
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. ing ſpace, and view not a little kingdom, but 


the wonders of the ſtarry grandeur, the pla- 
netary ſyſtems, and worlds unnumbered; with 
all their countleſs inhabitants! Whatever you 
taſte that is charming to the ſoul, whether 
conveyed by groſſer ſenſation, or by more 
refined reflection, we poſſeſs, in the higheſt 
degree of perfection; without the leaſt alloy, 
or turpitude, or repentance: for in heaven it 


15 the angelic privilege to indulge in the ut- 


molt. reach of gratification! But theſe are 
the entertainments of the lower orders, that 
may riſe by eaſy gradations to joys of a nature 
more ſublime. 

But above theſe divertiſements, which bear 
a correſpondence to the joys ſo attractive on 
the diurnal ſphere, there are the divine rect 
procations of ſeraphic amity, of which you 
have on earth an ideal, but not an actual 


knowledge: and it is to thy praiſe, O Confu- 
ciango! that thou beareſt in thy boſom ſuch 
a portion of that cherubic flame as does thee 
"honour; and the more diſintereſted thy af. 


fection towards me is blooming, thy nature 

rows the more refined. But know, O my 
dear friend, that the perfection, _ exalta- 
tion of that paſſion, even in heaven, is to fix 


the ſincereſt love on the beauty and goodnets 


of the Creator, in all the fervency of ſeraphic 


ardour; till the pure ſpirit, inflamed with 


ecſtatic rapture, becomes as it were mixt and 


aſſimilated in the fountain of bliſs divine! 


Great 
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Great and unbounded are the joys of intel- 


lectual diſquiſitions, which we feel in per- 
fecting our capacities by the attainment of 
endleſs knowledge, in the endleſs works of 
Creation; that ſhine prodigious amidſt innu- 
merable worlds, ſuns, moons, ſtars, ſpheres, 
and comets, grandly flowered throughout all 
ſpace. But the fruition of perfe& bliſs, in 
its moſt exalted ſtate of ecſtacy, almoſt too 
much for created ſpirits themſelves to bear, 
though of the higheſt dominations, reſults from 
the ſolemn act of public adoration, when my- 
riads on myriads of glorious angels, arch- 
angels, cherubins, and ſeraphims, thrones, 
dominations, powers, and virtues, and all 
the noble hoſt of heaven, afſemble with un- 
ſpeakable magnificence to worſhip, praiſe, 
love, and obey, the ineffable Trinity; who 
effulgent in the glorification of eternal love, 
| goodneſs, and power, reveals as bright a por- 
tion of the divine manifeſtation of Deity, as 
it is poſſible for created exiſtences to bear 
without ſinking under the weight of inſup- 
| portable glory! Thus much of the joys of 
heaven. Let but the ſons of earth give up 
their tranſitory follies, and they are theirs, 


with endleſs duration! 
Perfectly happy in his own glorious ſelf- 

ſufficiency, the great Omnipreſent exiſted 

alone from all eternity: but actuated by god- 


| like goodneſs, and poſſeſſing plenitude of 


power, he drvinely refolved to confer exten- 
Vol. 5 N a a ſive 
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ſive exiſtence on a variety of beings; who ar- 
rayed with a portion of celeſtial glory, ſhould 
enjoy ineſtimable happineſs. So exalted his 
beneficence ! ſo unbounded his benevolence! 
: Therefore the great deific Son, by whom 
all things were made, created in time out of 
nothing, the moſt ſublime arch- angels; who 
the firſt formed children and miniſters of 
deity, and next him in exaltation, were the 
moſt lovely, intellectual, and potent, in the 
ſcale of beings. For the glory of God, and 
their own celeſtial happineſs, were they crea- 
ted! Theſe were in being before I knew 
exiſtence, for I was formed of a ſecond order. 
All of a ſudden, myſelf, with many millions 
of angels, were produced by the omnific 
word; and in an inſtant I felt perceptibility, 
The external vehicle which incloſed the 
mighty intellectual faculty, to which it be- 
came ſubſervient, was bright with the decora- 
tions of ſupernal beauty; while the faculties 
of my ſpirit, I found, were nobly extenſive. 
Something analogous to human paſſions, but 
of a purer nature, and counterpoiſed by a 
righteous reaſon, actuated my holy ſpirit. 
The firſt delight I experienced was perfect love 
to my creator; the ſweet emanations of wuvie 
bright beams, played rapture on my new be- 
ing, and cultivated the growth of divine at- 
fections, which like harmony divine, thrilled 
over my whole powers, and gave the fineſt 
feelings of celeſtial tranſport ! _ 
| | 2 | Figur 2 
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Figure to yourſelf, but it is impoſſible you 
ſhould judge adequately, what unutterable 
bliſs, and pleaſure in aſtoniſhment, beamed 
almoſt inſufferably delightful through my 
whole being, when as it were awaking out of 
nothing, and ſtruck with a conſciouſneſs of 
exiſtence, I beheld millions of cherubins and 
ſeraphims, circling amphitheatre-wiſe, the in- 
effably glorious pavilion-throne of the moſt 
high; ſinging his matchleſs praiſe in celeſtial 
ſongs to golden inſtruments; recounting their 
own bliſs; breathing love and gratitude, and 
hailing the new- born ſons of God to the 
manſions of delight! Our heavenly ſouls 
glowed with divine rapture, to the eternal 
power in the enclouded pavilion for our crea- 
tion, and melted internally, with all the ſweet 
ſenſibility of perfect love towards our graci- 
ous king, and all our fellow creatures ; till 
our rapture becoming almoſt inſupportable, 
we were relieved by joining the angelic train, 
that led the way to more ordinary pleaſures, 
but altogether ſcenes of aſtoniſhment ! 

There the moſt ſuperb palaces of jewels, re- 
flecting every beauteous colour in pofſibility ; 
and others neatly delicate, in unfading gar- 
dens blooming immortal pleaſure, completed 
the ſeats of bliſs, amidſt rivers of flowing ſil- 
ver fimſhed by the hand of Perfection. Here 
we often diverſified entertainment with the 
fincere and tender reciprocations of love and 
divine friendſhip, that gave inimitable grace, 
di N 2 not 
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not only to the beauty of all ſurrounding ele- 
gance, but to our external lovelineſs. But 
the more we divinely glowed with the arden- 
cy of refined love towards our glorious God, 
who is of all beings, beyond all compariſon, 
the moſt amiable, the more beautiful and ex- 
alted became our intellectual faculties, our 
pleaſures more refined, and more perfect our 
happineſs. 

The whole celeſtial race from time imme- 
mortal, enjoyed unabating happineſs. The 
higheſt order of angelic beings were exalted 
next to the Deity itſelf, whoſe beauty was in- 
comparable, but with the fountain of perfec- 
tion, whoſe glory ſurpaſt the brilliancy of the 
ſun, and whoſe power next to, and only 
| bounded by, infinite, was ſo perfectly extend- 
ed as were proper to complete their goodnels, 
ſatisfy rationality, and ſtimulate love and gra- 
titude, to the ſublime benefactor. A vaſt 
ſpace of time theſe high and mighty arch-an- 
gels enjoyed their exiſtence, in the common 
and peculiar gratiſications of the heavenly 

manſions, winging abroad in bright compani- 
onſhip, through the wide expanſe of creation, 
down the deep profoundity of ſpace ; or ſoar- 
ing aloft up the ſublimity of infinitude, fly- 
ing from world to world, and ſyſtem to ſyſ- 
tem. In the grand divertiſements of track- 
lets excurſions, they directed comets, and ſu- 
perintended ſyſtems, returning back with en- 


larged Capaciticy,, delivering their embaſſy, and 
| adoring 
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adoring the great ſupreme, through a ſenſe 
of his aſtoniſhing power and . goodneſs. In 
loving him as their chief good, they revolved 
with deep humility, a ſerene conſciouſneſs of 
their own comparative incompetency. Thus 
they enjoyed themſelves in reciprocating the 
amity of immortal friendſhip, exerciſing wiſ- 
dom in the knowledge of cauſes and effects, 
and tracing ſcience to its exhauſtleſs fountain 
with their equals; and in condeſcending with 
the ſweetneſs of gentle humility, to their in- 
feriors, of a lower rank in the hierarehy of 
angels. 

But at length they grew vain, too much 
ſtruck with the ſplendid beauty of their ex- 
terior form, which of whatever extenſion they 
aſſumed, they had the peculiar virtue of aſſi- 
milating, in a lovelineſs. and ſplendor eſſential 
to themſelves ; for all ſpirits exiſt not but in 
vehicle, except the unbounded creator, WhO 
containing all things is himſelf unlimited. 
Withdrawing too much their meditations 
from Deity, they began to revolve with con- 
| ſcious pride, the primeval excellency of their 

vaſt intellectual faculties; exulting in the im- 
menſity of their power, by compariſon with 
lower natures; though appearing as nothing 
when ſet in eee with the omni- 
potent |! 

Towering a loft in his ſplendid ſphere of 
pre-eminence, like a demi-god as you talk, 
ſhone magnificent that once great arch- angel, 

nim 
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him whom the Chriſtians name Lucifer, more 
bright than the morning ſtar; and whom the 
vain Chineſe worſhip under the direful form 
of a dragon. Divinely favoured above his 
fellows, he was endowed with qualities moſt 
noble, Which ſhould have exacted ſuitable re- 
turns of a noble gratitude. But at length, as 
if he fetched his grandeur from himſelf, and 
gave it ſupport from his own internal virtue, 
he firſt grew enamoured with the beauty of 
his perſonality, and ſenſibly affected with his 
intellectual ſuperiority; till he became aſham- 
ed to reflect that he ſhould owe obligation, 
or confeſs a ſuperior, with ardent 2 8 85 
after independency. 

Every intelligent created being, even of 
the higheſt order, poſſeſs, though in a — 
manner, powers of mind that bear analogy to 
the ceconomy of the human ſoul. The ſun of 
reaſon illumines their faculties, while in you 
it is overclouded. They naturally feel the 
motion of affections, but of a gentler ten- 
dency, with few external temptations to ac- 
celerate their volocity beyond their due tem- 
per. Thus Lucifer the morning ſtar firſt ad- 
miring, loving and adoring the power, beauty 
and goodneſs, of the divine majeſty ; being 
himſelf of an exalted nature, he felt within a 
generous emulation to become like peerleſs 
divinity, and perform ſuch matchleſs actions! 
| But ſoon conſcious of his own imperfection, 


and that he could not equal the moſt high, 
"he 


5 Tus BON 2 E. 95 


he became abaſned; but not humbled with 
due modeſty. To emulate ſupreme Good- 
neſs in his benevolent character, is in the 
moſt inferior beings highly laudable; hut to 
be diſſatisfied not to equal him is impious! 
Had the grand angel reſted here, under the 


| auſpices of ſweet Humility, he would have 


been praiſe worthy ; and prevented that tor- 
rent of wide-ſpreading evil, which deluges 
the whole earth! But Oh, fatal reſolve! 
againſt the energic remonſtrances of illumi- 
nated Reaſon, in direct oppoſition to the voice 
of never-ſleeping Conſcience ; ſometimes in 
doubtful ſuſpence, wavering this way and 


that, ſtill aſhamed to change his ſentiment, - 


but proudly obſtinate in wrong, he followed 
the perverſe turn he gave his mind; and by 
inſenſible degrees, became actuated by the 
vileſt of impulſes, that of envy! Dire per- 
turbation firſt ſhook his angelic mind, and he 
ſtarted when Reaſon told him what a viper 
he was nouriſhing in his boſom! Then he 
encouraged ſome faint deſires to expel the 
malignant paſſion, at the inſtances of Honour, 
Duty, Reaſon, and Conſcience : but Pride 
now beginning to hold dominion in his heart, 
deafened their remonſtrances with his own 
importance; and then Envy in the throne of 
Reaſon became ſeated predominant ! and ſince 
he could not equal the moſt high, he reſolv- 
ed an independent throne ſhould give him 
dignity. . 

Thus 
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Thus gratifying without reſtraint the effu. 
ſions of ſelf- love, that grand impulſe of the 


ſpirit became degraded into ſelfiſhneſs ; which 
at length begat haughty Pride, the father of 
Ingratitude, who elbowing the ſpirit of Inno- 


cence down the laſt ſtep of its throne of puri. 
ty, gave his heart the pollution of inflexible 
lacked, and the dire contamination of ruinous 
Rebellion ; by which he was hurled headlong 
from the glorious _ of bleſſedneſs, and in 
volved in the black abyſs of inex reſſible mi. 
ſery! _ g 

After Lucifer had been ona over his 
bold deſire of abſolute independency, he con. 
vened his compeer arch- angels, in a vaſt ex- 
tenſive kind of hall, which incloſed them, and 


though eaſily penetrated by ſpiritual powers, 
yet were to them, as a ſhade to ſublunar be- 
ings. In proportion as the grandeur of his 
own mind was faded, he added to the council 
chamber magnificence. A thouſand luſtres 
ſhone from golden ſockets, which reflected 
againſt pillars of diamonds, ſparkled with pe- 


culiar irradiation. As he was riſing from a 


lofty throne þlazing with jewels, to harangue 


the arch-angels, the glory of the great creator 
Son appeared viſible in a cloud, which dimi- 
niſhed not only the lights, but the very angels 
themſelves; and he thus ſpoke, in the paths 
of duty is found perfect happineſs ; in diſobe- 


dience miſery unlimited. O ye ſons of God 


make your choice, there is no conſtraint. 
You 
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You bear unblemiſhed, the high prero- 
gative free will! The whole aſſembly felt 
themſelves as it were thunder-ſtruck. Many, 
conicious in the very inmoſt ſoul, to the co- 
gency of the words, and their own weakneſs, 
retreated: but the growing pride of Lucifer, 
reliſting the gracious calls ; of divine love, ob- 
durated his heart and diſdaining to retract 
his ſentiments, he diſpiſed the ſacred admoni- 
tion, and riſing half confuſed, and half abaſh- 
cd, he thus delivered himſelf, faultering thrice 
with conſcigus ingratitude. 

If Oh ye glorious arch- angels, we are not 
abſolutely equal to the moſt high, are we not 


greatly ſuperior to multitudes, even of thoſe. 
who ſhine exalted in the rank of beings? If 


they pay us homage, do we axact the tribute 
of adoration ? Do we iſſue forth commands, 
to which they are ever bound to give impli- 

eit obedience ? and undiſturbed in their fe- 
licity, is not of us their happineſs independ- 
ent? Where then is the propriety, for the 
moſt exalted beings to be eternal ſlaves to 


one power? A report prevails that he is our 


creator! Might he not politicly infuſe this 


idea, in order more firmly to bind the chains 
of ſervitude. And if he is, why are we not 


ſelf.exiſtent? And where, O mighty domi- 


nations, here would be the crime in aſſertin 


our native liberty? He ſtopped. Then Mi- 


chae} uproſe, who came to detect their folly; 
and thus he addreſt himſelf to proud ambition. 
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Oh mightieſt among the mighty, how dim. 
ned already is the luſtre of thy glory! How 
polluted the native purity of thy ſpirit, from 
the indulgence thou gaveſt to vanity! The 
almighty power whom you fondly queſtion, 
and of whom it is thy greateſt misfortune to 
remain in 1gnorance; Oh fatal wilful ingo- 
rance that 1s brightly wiſe to blind reaſon! He 
not only was thy creator, but he can puff thee 
to non-exiſtence. He 1s the fountain of per- 
3 happineſs, to them who prove dutiful; 
but will give thoſe over to abſolute miſery, 
who become diſobedient. Let me then, 0 
prince, adviſe thee, me illumined for that 
purpoſe, to retract thy dangerous ſurmiſes; 
nobly to return obedient, and the beſt and moſt 
gracious of all beings will accept thee, with 
the utmoſt benignity. But if in obſtancy thou 
art found perſiſting, be the conſequent of fol- 
ly thy own act, and the blame fall on thy 


own unrighteous head. God is too good to 


be the author of evil! Amen! Michael end. 
ed, bowing modeſt reſpect in the dignicy of 
ſuperior goodneſs, _ 

His eyes glowing indignant fire; the bold 
ſpirit uproſe, and thus delivered the firſt an- 
gelic intemperance. Shall we be tutored by 
a mean ſlave, who poor of ſoul, finding his 
little benefits by flattery; dares not think for 
himſelf ! Away, this advice, like thyſelf; is 
deſpicable. It is becoming you, indeed, to 


tawn and flatter, and fall proftrar before his 
throne. 


LET 
* 
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throne. We ſhall follow conſels more wor- 
thy our dignity; and where alone due, ſhall 
alone pay adoration. That potentate, 2 
cannot bear his claim to univerſal mona 
diſputed, tacitly confeſſes an arbitrary al 
and a conſciouſneſs of want of Juſtice ; for 
truth always courts the eye of inveſtigation. 
But thou, O miſcreant ! by thy flattering 
ſpeeches of loyalty, courteſt the power thou 
haſt not courage to ſcrutinize ; publicly avow- 


ing thy love of ſlavery, and a determination to 


ſupport a tyrant, whether his claim is upheld 
by truth, or by injuſtice ! | 

To whom Michael replied, be not my 
ſenſibility for my fellow creature loſt in my 
zeal for our Creator. Let me, noble do- 
mination, appear in thy eye contemptible, 


| fo I can but re-kindle in thy breaſt that 


holy flame which now languiſhing, glowed 
once ſuch ardours, in gratitude to the moſt 
good, and moſt gracious of all beings, as well 
as the moſt powerful! Return then, for he 


will receive thee with paternal affection. But 


know the nature of his univerſal, and eternal 
covernment, of all creation diſperſed through 
infinite ſpace, cannot diſpenſe with thy alle- 
giance! And offended Juſtice, for the 8 


of every exiſtence, in every world, muſt giv 


up the wilful criminal, maugre the ſweet en- 
treaties of mercy to the inflictions of puniſh- 
m_ Chuſe then ye highly favoured of hea- 1 


8855 ye = e and miſery! 
He 
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He ſaid; he bowed humble of mein, and ex- 

panding his broad beſpangled wings, took his 

flight; and they all r tired full of doubtful 

o uncertainty. Lucifer beholding advice in the 

| ſhade of inſult, went folding his wings, tor- 

| mented with envy and malice n Michael. 

Now the great deitig Son, the expreſs image 

of paternal Deity, ſitting in the centre of the 

_ univerſe, on his orby throne of light unap- 

proachable ; and reviewing the works that 

were made by his almighty hands, to which 

we had witneſſed, reccived the angelic vice- 

roys of worlds, with the homage of every 

order, and rank of ſeraphic beings; the infinite 

Fattier in the ſublime adoration of the Son, 

being ſolemnly glorified; who faid, worſhip 
him Oh all ye angels of God! 

Proteſting he would not adore the Son; 

the haughty arch-ange] now abandoned to 

| pride, gave himſelf up to hate the good he 

| - could not equalize; and to nouriſh fatal Re. 

= | bellion. Without forcing his will, eternal 

= goodneſs condeſcended to every method, pro- 

er to reclaim the falling angel; but he madd 

his bad heart more and more obdurate, by 

Le ng the goodneſs of condeſcenſion, 

into the weakneſs of fear. Then he revolt, 

and publicly owned himſelf a rebel, by abſo- 

lutely refuſing to pay that adoration to the 

eternal Son, which the righteous Father re- 

quired. Thus wicked himſelf he longed to 


render others equally flagitious! Under the 
wok 


N 
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moſt plauſible pretenſions, and moſt artful 


inſinuations, mingled with the deſperate gloſ- 
ſes of falſchood, he drew after him in the 
guilt of Rebellion, that moſt dreadful. lapſe ! 

the third part of heaven; and ſtrengthened 
by prodigious numbers, he denounced war 
on the moſt high God, publicly d-claring his 
intention to pull down the almighty, uſurp 
his throne, 2nd give 1 to all the hoſt of 


heaven! 


As to myſelf, among others of my own 
rank, he had too fatally prepared my heart 
for the deceptions of artifice, by which I gave 


| unduly inte the motions of vain ſelt-love, that 


great ſource of degradation to even mortals! 
I contemplated, encouraged by him, my own 
happineſs with too much {ſelf- complacency : 


| I viewed the beauty of my angelic vehicle, 


and exerciſed my intellectual faculties, which 
were eminently extenſive, with opiniated 
ſatisfaction; ſtifling ſentiments of humility, 
growing cool to gra atitude, loſing the ſoft feel- | 
ings of ſenſibility, encouraging a kind of en- 
vy towards the more exalted, | A due re- 
gards to equality, and treating inferioſity with 

nvecoining depreſiion ; loſing the divine re- 
of goodneſs, the heavenly taſte for unde- 
filed honour ; glorifying Deity with my lips, 
while I was eſtraying Ford him my heart! 
Yet tecling compunctions, and giving way to 


penitence, my happineſs was reſtored by re- 
| turning Cut N. 


In 
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In one of thoſe moments when I had with- 
drawn my heart from Deity, and had placed 
it on myſelf, the beguiler came and flattered 
my importance, ſpoke highly of himſelf, and 
his deſire to reſtore heaven to its natural 
liberty, caſting derogatory glances on Per- 
fection, denying his attributes; reproaching 
the eternal for aſſuming the impoſſible name 

and perfections; impoſſible he moſt boldly 
aſſerted becauſe incomprehenſible, and there- 
fore abſurd! But Oh, how can finite com- 
prehend infinite? He declared it was mak- 
ing angels vile flaves, to adore the perſon 
called Son; and that if not reſiſted, his ty- 
ranny might become irreſiſtible. He pro- 
miſed to exalt me, to the utmoſt eminence 
of power and magntficence. In ſhort, he 
perfectly deluded my unguarded ſoul, and 
went over to him in company with crouds of 
angels, a rebel to my glorious benefactor the 
king of heaven. 

All-gracious Mercy and Goodneſs, fore- 
ſeeing our fatal lapſe, employed every becom- 
ing method to withdraw us from the arch 
traitor, without forcing our wills; but too 
many turned a deaf ear, with a heart obdu- 
rate! J was on the point of flying to the 
banner of allegiance, but the jeers and ſcoffs 
of fellow rebels retarded my flight, till it was 
too late; 15 we ſoon were fearfully attacked 
by Michae and the prodigious conflict ſhook 


all heaven to its centre. We retreated, hear- 
Os tily 
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tily tired, though not diſcomfited. Art length 
to evince the full Deity of the eternal Son, 
the omniſcient Father gave the whole war into 
the power of the ſecond perſon ; who mount- 
ing his globous car of fire, ten times more 
big, more brilliant, and more fiery than the 
ſun itſelf, marched at the head of his angels, 
who were only ſpectators, not aſſiſtants: his 


| power being more than ſufficient to extirpate 


our army, were it a myriad times more po- 


tent. What language can expreſs the terror 
that ſtruck and melted our very ſouls at his 
divine preſence! We retreated with aſtoniſh- 


ment; we fled with horror! To withſtand 


was impoſſible againſt almighty wrath! With 
| our innocence we t6ſt\our native beauty and 


ower | The battlements of heaven opened 
P P 


| wide to give us retreat, and diſgorged us into 


a dark abyſs of unutterable pain and aſtoniſh- 


1 ing horror! But yet no place could be ſa 
W terrible, as the preſence of offended deity in- 


flicting vengeance, and wrath divine. What 
were our prodigious agonies? The good 
angels themſelves” hid their faces terrified ! 
The whole univerſe felt convulſed the power 
of offended deity, and paid obedience! After 
our expulſion from heaven, we ſunk con- 
founded down the vait,of utter darkneſs, full 
of the moſt excruciating torments, into the 
depth of exceflive miſery, and outragious 
ruination. You might obtain ſome faint 
idea of our matchleſs diſtreſs, if in a leaky 

veſſel 
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veſſel you was on a rocky ſea, in a prodigt. 
ous tempeſt, the heavens covered with dark- 
neſs, juſt diverſified with catching ſtreaks of 
red lightening, forerunning the horrid burſ: 
of loud thunder; While monſterous billows 
toſs you into the clouds; then ſink you to the 
bottom of the black abyſs; ſplitting you 4. 
laſt on direful rocks, till you are perſhin: 
though free from a watery death, by cold anc 
hunger, vexation, fatigue, terror and deſpair 
I dus the horrific regions of unbating mi 
ſery, received us groaning with agonizing ter- 
rification. Immediately the tremendous Jailor 
in bulk direfully extended, ſtraining his p pro- 
digious arms, ſhut upon us the tenfold barr- 
cade of folid adamant, which joined the extre- 
mities of the wonderous walls of braſs 
which we were painfully immured, denying 
all eſcape. Then he turned the fatal key oi 
durance, and upheaving the maſſy bars & 
ſounding ſteel, and driving on the ponderov: | 
bolts thundering to their ockets, he ſecure. 
us ſafely in our ſhocking dungeons ; whoi: 
hideous tenebroſity darkened our very ſpirits 
to the utmoſt gloomineſs. Then Vengeance, 
with the moſt agonizing torments: flew vul- 
ture hke upon our defenceleſs ſpirits, and 
harrowed up the ſoul with. the pangs of unut- 
terable miſery! Such was the prepoſterous 
change introduced by ſelfiſhneſs, pride, and 


tranſgreſſſon! Oh what a fall from elegance 
and delicious pleaſure ! 
Thus | 


terrified at our, f. 
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Thus baniſhed from the joy- producing pre- 
ſence of benign Deity, quitting thoſe happy 
manſions of immortal bliſs, and our once dear 
companions, who wept ſuch tears as happy 
angels ſhed for our rueful lapſe ; we ſuffered 
a moſt dreadful. expulſion from the lofty bat- 
tlements of heaven. Confuſion, and Horror, 
who awaited our 1 became themſelves 

| prodigious. It ſeemed 
then as if all nature was in a furious hurricane 
of oppoſition. Tremendous thunders, that 
made even chaos ſtop his callous ears, around 


us roared horrible, and ſeemed the voice of 


almighty ire pronouncing direful denunciatt- | 
ons. Red bickering lightening, darting on 


| every ſide, pierced us to the very ſoul, and left 


no part unſcarred. At length, as if down a 


precipice, we dropped into-an amazing dun- 


geon of gulfy miſery ; and here bounded by ex- 
ceſs of pain, we had time for reflection to give 
our torments the finiſhing ſtroke ! Repetition 
tires not to paint the horrent ſcene ! 

As to myſelf, and innumerable companions 
of fallen ſpirits, conſcious of our own vile in- 
gratitude, and feeling the ſoothing motions of 
encouraged compunction, we ſeperated from 
the proud bands of haughty Satan; who, diſ- 


_ daining all remorſe, vowed perpetual hatred, 


and everlaſting revenge towards the Omnipo- 
tent; palliating his dire defeat with the excu- 
les ok chance, ill-· fortune, fate, and unluckineſs; 
While he was promiſing the lying hope of a 
W ſpeedy 


a 
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ſpeedy reſtoration. But us they treated with 
the utmoſt coſempt and deſpite, calling us 
traitors and daſtards, through whoſe perfidy 
and cowardice they loſt the battle. Then 
blaſpheming the moſt high, and defying his 
terrific Son, obdurating their eſſence, they 
became perfectly reprobate; till they ſo utter. 
ly vitiated their once noble natures, that they 
hated goodneſs, delighted in wickedneſs, and 
contemned with the utmoſt ſpite of haughty 
indignity, every proffer of gentle mercy, dii- 
daining the very thought which Miſpered the 
ſubmiſſions of repentance. They hated Deity 
not only for his being the god of Fuaſtice, but 
for his goodneſs, as well as almighty energy 
in creation. Such their envy ! ſuch the im- 
potence of malice | - det: 

Far different with us; we deplored the loſt 
ſeats of bliſs, wept over our egregious folly 
and ingratitude, and under the ſcourge of Pu- 
niſhment, acknowledged the juſtice: of our 
{ſufferings : but repentance taking poſſeſſion 
of our willing ſpirit, we breathed the fervent 
aſpirations of new-born Hope, that infinite 
Goodneſs would find ſome method to ſatisfy | 
infinite Juſtice, and deterge us from our pol- 

lutions; till purifying and exalting our debal- 
ed and vitiated\nature, it procured us everlaſt- 
ing pardon, and reinſtated us in our loſt ſeats 
of happineſs! _ ET RT 

Our hope and deſires were not vain, for 
the immaculate Son, beholding us from his 


placii 
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| placid throne of mild light, and deeply pene- 
trating the inmoſt ſuggeſtions of our ſouls, 

revolved an aſtoniſhing plan of redeeming 
goodneſs: He aſſembled the whole hierar- 
chy of angels, arch-angels, cherubins, and 
ſeraphins, around the auguſt pavilion of impe- 
rial Deity. There, before all the aſtoniſhed 
| virtues, who ſtruck with love and admiration, 
fell proſtrate on their faces; the generous Son 
4 > form of mercy and humulity, interced- 
ed before the throne of divine juſtice for the 
E loſt ſons of heaven! An awful ſilence took pol- 
ſeſſion of the whole realm! Joy and immortal 
pleaſure waited in ſolemn ſufpence, and heaven 
| itſelf ſeemed to abate of its uſual refulgence 
| Oh moſt gracious parent and ſupreme go- 
vernor of all univerſe, he ſaid, if infinite juſtice 
demands that offenders ſhould meet puniſh- . 
ment, eternal mercy requires, that the leaſt cul- 
pable, and thoſe who repentant ſue for mercy, 
& ſhould not feel an equal weight of miſery, with 
the moſt atrocious and obſtinate delinquents. 
Let me then, O heavenly Father, lighten the 
| puniſhment of thoſe I pity, by placing them 
in a ſtate of eaſy probation, in a new created 
world; that if they become obedient, purify- 
ing and fitting themſelves, they may be rein- 
ſtated in their loſt ſeats of happineſs ; electing 
one to be the repreſentative of the whole bo- 
dy, by whom they mult ſtand or fall. The 
gracious father aſſented with ſmiles that re- 
| pleniſhed all heaven with univerſal joy; and 


P'2 all 
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: all the angelic army uproſe delighted, and 


tuning their golden viols, ſang prailes to the 
glory of mercy and goodneſs. 

Immediately, in — at once of un- 
paralleled compaſſion and infinite power, the 
beatific Son bowing in filial affection to the 
ſupreme Father, and ſmiling graceful bleſſed- 
neſs among the angelic ſtations, mounted his 


triumphal car; more remarkable for the ele- 


gance and beauty of its formation, than the 
blazing jewels of its compoſition, A thou- 
ſand wings, luſterous with every beauteous 
colour, in eyery poſition, yet growing with 
correſponding iymetry, ſerved either as rud- 
ders to guide, or fails to facilitate motion; 
while delicately mantling high over head, they 
formed a magnificent plumy canopy. My- 
riads of exulting angels of all orders and 
ranks, ſinging the praiſe of the victorious 
conqueror, whoſe terrific arm alone diſcomfit- 
ed rebellious millions, and whoſe generoſity 


could pardon its enemies; flew round the | 


flaming chariot, which, like yon ſun, was a 
ſphere "of light unapproachable. Not aſſiſt- 
ants, for the creator requires no aid, but as 
humble ſpectators the angels gave attendance, 
with banners flying, and trumpets ſounding. 
On 1ts golden hinges turning, the magnificent 
cates of heaven, wide opened ſpontaneous at 
the grand approack of the triumphant con- 
queror, now characteriſtically appearing in 


the moſt excellent grandeur of creator-god. , 
The 
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The Hiſtory of EARTH, and the Fall of MAN. 


Serenely ſailing down the immeiſity of 
ſpace, and pouring round the prodigious oth 
void, vaſt floods of light from his glorious 
perſon; at length ſtopping his bright car, he 
alighted; all the angels waiting at humble 
diſtance. Equal to the greatneſs of his vaſt 
deſign, he aſſumed an immenſe form; his 
glorious head reaching to heaven, he appear- 
ed of infinite extenſion, and his unbounded 
hands grafped, as it were, the utmoſt ends of 
ſpace, if ſpace be not endleſs. Then with his 
golden compaſſes outſtretched, he drew a pro- 
digious circle, which was to ſerve fora boun- 
dary to a ſolar ſyſtem, and all its rev ng 
planets: in the centre his prolific ſpirit br 
ing, he at once created out of nothing, igne- 
ous particles, and fiery atoms innumerable ; 
which by his all-commanding fiat were ga- 


thered and rounded off into a vaſt, but. regu- 


lar ſphere, and turning it round its axis, 
which he fixt unalterably in the centre, he ſaid, 
let there be light, and there was light, for he 
gave it power to emit ſuch rivers of beamy- 


light and prolific heat, as might both illume 


and invigorate the various planitary worlds 
which conſtitute this ſyſtem, 

Pointing his compaſſes in the centre of the 
ſun, he traced a ſmaller circle, as à road, 
around which the terreſtrial globe was to per- 
form a Journey, regularly in a ſpace you call 

a year 
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formative energy, produced out of nothing, 
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a year. Then his mighty ſpirit exerting its 


wonderous congeries of chaotic principles, jar- 
ring elements, and contrary atoms diſcordant; 
ſuch as earth, air, water, hot, cold, wet, d 

{mooth, ſharp and blunt, full of confuſion, 
Thoſe by his puiſſant word concordant he 
called together, that owned the ſame nature; 
and with his forming hands he moulded the 
terraqueous globe, firmly fixing on its rocky 
foundation the dry continent and iſlands, 
which he ſtrengthened with exceſſive ribs of 
hills, and lofty mountains; ſeperating and 
draining off vaſt waters into reſervoirs of 
oceans, which circulating through the huge ro- 


tundity in numberleſs rivers, dews, and rains, 


daily ſhould repleniſh all nature. He like- 
wiſe created an attendant planet, or world 
which ſerves to ſupply your deficiency of 
day, in the dark of diſmal night; for revoly- 
ing monthly round the attractive vortex, as 

this fugitive orb flies round its fiery centre, 
it throws back on earth the ſunny favours, 
and receives in return on its own darkened 


fide, bright Sol's reflected rays; a pleaſing re- 


compence for its attendance, the benefits be- 
ing reciprocal. 

I ſhall not ſpeak of the other planets he 
formed, which in greater or leſſer circles, 
journey round their common centre, that grand 
body of light, the ſrationary ſun, becaule, 15 

this 


%\ 
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this terrene ſphere they are not of conſpicu- 
ous utility, 

Diſplaying before the Wee of his 


power, he now evinced the tranſcending ele- 
gancy of his celeſtial fancy, in the works of 


| delicate deſign, and beauteous execution, from 


the univerſality of his profound genius ini- 


| mitably divine; as well in the grand taſte of 
a a ſublime ſtyle, as in one diverſified with the 
E diffuſive ſweetneſs of ſimplicity! The barren 
face of earth became adorned, with all the 
| loft graces of ſmiling beauty, and put on the 
| flowery robes, and illuſtrious veſtments of 
elegance, formed by the curious hand of its 
| gracious maker. Whatever could conduce 
to ornament, or adminiſter to uſe, was ſcat- 
| tered by the hand of Generoſity, in all the 


profuſion of bounteous liberality ! rich trees 


| loaded with bloſſoms and lovely fruit, chil- 
| dren of the Spring, nurſed in the warm bo- 
boom of Summer, and perfected by ripening 

Autumn, provoked appetite, and invited the 
hand even of angels, as they ſwelled to ma- 
| turity. Fragrant flowers blooming in all the 


luſtre of contraſted colour, equally delicate 


in ſhape, that might adorn the fair temples of 
a a cherubin with their matchleſs grace, ſprung 


up through the immortal verdure of its turfy 


| carpet, amidſt flowering ſhrubs, or aſide the 


liquid lapſe of murmuring ſtreams, that crept 
around gay meadows; or glittered brilliant 


The 


through the green- wood ſhade 


- \ 
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The gracious lord of exiſtence, mindful 
now of his grand deſign in formation, and 
drawing nearer to a criſis, as exerting more 
magnific virtue, began the various produc- 
tion of living creatures, endowed with the 
nice feelings of ſenſation, whether they walk 
on earth, fly in air, or ſwim in water. The 
brute creation, more particularly formed of 
the groſſer particles of duſt, and a clay in- 
ferior, ſeemed at firſt animated clods, upriſing 
their heads and half finiſned forms out of the 
eartk; ſhouldering the cloddy obſtructions, 
which crancled off their curling necks and 
brawny backs. Thus the floundering horſe, 
ſtruggling impatient from - maternal clay, 
ſprung up alert on his fore feet, half Infixt, 
neighing vaſt aſtoniſhment ; ſhaking from its 
ſlick coat the duſty uncognate atoms, and | 
ſnuffing the wind as demanding the race. Hi: 
vigorous eyes ſparkled fiery ; his gay counte- 
nance beſpoke tempered valour, and his de- 
licate form enforced the idea of firength and 
matchleſs velocity. | 

While generative Sol dures nutrative 
beams on the ſandy ſhore, the great author 
of nature commanded animation; at which 
behold | variety of fiſhes rear gently their 
ſilver heads, ſoft peeping above the ſands, 
riſing into ſhape by degrees, coated with glit- 
_ tering ſilver, or ſpeckled with crimſon, bur- 

niſhed gold, and diamonds. The ſuperflu- 


ous 5 ſlid off their broad backs, and part 
ing 
. 
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ing their warm bed of birth at the impatience 
of motion, they ſcuttled in aukward haſte to 
the gloſſy boſom of alluring waters, labour- 
ing with fin and tail; which in their proper 
e © clement arrived, gave them inimitable grace 
in the eaſy celerity of active impulſe. 


(DD pol — 0 


verdant trees, in commodious neſts of various 
conſtruction, at the wave of the Creator's hand 
were ſeen countleſs eggs, while the prolific ſun, 
now inſtead of maternal heat, played on their 
crackling ſurfaces. Soon the ſpeckled dhells 
burſt open, and reaking into life, with all 
their cumberous load of birth-cleaths dropping 
moiſtly from their quilly ſides, a ſtrange variety 
of unſhaped birds, moved their juſt indurat- 
| ed beaks in token of life. Then hardening 
| by the warm ray, they fluttered into ſhape ; 3 
and joyous, feeling themſelves begin to live 
and be-fledged, they flapped their wings now 


gance. Shaking their lovely feathers, and ex- 


flight, enjoying the glories of the ſun, and the 
x {WW beauty of the ſurrounding ſcene; which in- 
h WW fpiring them with natural gratitude, they eſ- 

ſayed to ſing; and ſoon the whole groves rang 


— - 
— 


„ grateful with artleſs ſongs of harmonious 
t- praiſe to their beneficent Creator. Thus far 
1 of inferior forms. 

u- But let it not ſtartle uninſtructed imagina- 
t- tion, if I declare that theſe terreſtial vehicles, 


Vor. I. „ are 


grown diſtinct, painted with beauty and ele- 


panding their plumage, they tried their infant 


High aloft on the leaf-budding branches of 


114 THE BON Z E. g 
are animated with the degraded ſpirits. Rea- 
ſon may revolt and ſay, it is too mean for 
ſuch lofty angels, and has the appearance of 
ridicule; that they bear no remembrance of 
their former ſtate; that their faculties are ex- 

tremely contracted, carrying very little ap- 

earance of rationality, and ſeeming almoſt to 
act mechanically. But I anſwer that the ſub- 
lime ſpirit, confined within carnal vehicles, can 
only act organically; for you find among men 
who enjoy ſuperior faculties, if by any acci- 
dent their organs, more immediate to cogi- 
tation, are impaired, they dwindle beloy 
brutes in ſtupidity. But even this degrada- 
tion of aſpiring vanity and ſelf- love, beheld 

for its utility by angelic beings, is more ele- 
gible than the free exerciſe of great intellec- 
tual powers, that can only reflect the moſt tor- 
menting pangs of mental preception. Thus 
then the great Creator, like endleſs light, ex. 
panding his viſibility, was inſtantaneous in the 
deep dungeon of fallen ſpirits ; the chief of 
whom, in ſpite of himſelf, trembled at his 
| terrific appearance. 

Divinely {electing thoſe who were fitted 
by penitence, and rendered objects of heaven- 
ly grace, from the fiercely reprobate; ſoften- 
ing the ſeverity of his countenance, he im- 
parted his gracious intention, of delivering 
them from the miſery into which their diſo- 
| bedience had involved them; declaring 2 


new world was built for their reception, 
which 


* 


r 
which though ſhort of celeſtial glory, yet in 
compariſon to the ſtate in which they were ſo 
deeply plunged, would prove a paradiſe of 
pleaſure. But the condition of their recep- 
tion was, that if he, who choſen their repre- 
ſentative for that happy ftate, became diſ- 
obedient again, he ſhould entail upon their 
whole race, the moſt exquiſite ſufferings. - 
But they acquieſced with joy, falling proſtrate ' 
on their faces in grateful adoration, for ſuch 
divine manifeſtations of generous goodneſs. 
Then chuſing thoſe who were more imme- 
diately fitted by penitence, he gave them the 
lethean draught of forgetfulneſs; and bring- 


ing them towards the terrene globe, immerſ- 


ed them in the lower creation, to ſport in 


their proper portions of delight, and wait for 
the trial of their repreſentative. 


As in trine conſultation the omnipreſent 


Father ſaid, let us make man; and thus due 


preparation being made for the grand recep- 
tion of earth's imperial emperor; then the 


Lord God out of duſt made the human form, 
| which he graced with peculiar beauty; and 


breathing into his organs the breath of life, 


| he was formed in the image of his Creator; 


that is, he gave the great repreſentative of the 
whole race, which was choſen from among 
his brethren, the fallen angels, for the pur- 
poſe of probation; a happy vehicle, ſo for- 
tunately organized, that he had the privilege 
of exerting intellectual powers, in a manner 
— CET: aanalo- 
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analogous to the ſpiritual pre- eminence of an- 
gelic rationality; though cloged and impeded 
in operation: for reaſon was weakened, and a 
ſuper- added force added to paſſions, by the 
prevalence of carnal appetite, and fleſhy de- 
fires, through the meditation of bodily organs, 
From the ſide of the firſt man, who was 
named Aglam, his fair wife Eve was modeled, 
Their gracious lord inſpiring them with in- 
tuitive knowledge, bleſt and gave them the 
pleaſure of a moſt beautiful paradiſe, he had 
created for their peculiar enjoyment. But 
as the grand teſt of obedience, and a ſmall 
acknowledgment of their Creator's ſovereign- 
ty, he only interdicted the fruit of one tree, 
the tree of life; Oh what could be an eaſier 
trial! ee to Adam, in a tone of mag!- 
ſterial ſeverity, that the moment he dared to 
eat the dire forbidden fruit, he and all his 
poſterity ſhould be ſubject to death, and di- 
vine diſpleaſure: then left him to enjoyment, 
after he had delivered a body of laws, and 
imprinted on his very nature a Rem of 
morality. 

Now filial Deity having perfected the won- 
derous work of Creation, preſervative of what 
he had made, he left a variety of guardian 
angels, and gave them peculiar charge of the 
human-pair, to intermit no watch, as they 
would be aſſaulted by the arch enemy of God. 

Then beſtowing divine bleſſing on the crea- 
tures of, his amity, he bade them increaſe and 
. multiply. 
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multiply, ſmiling ineffable graciouſneſs; as 
beholding all his works in one point of view, 
he ſaw and pronounced them good. All pa- 
radiſe, the ſweet ſelected habitation of earth's 
lord, felt impregnated the vital benediction. 
Delightful flowerets and blooming ſhruberies, 
as if invigorated with the bleſſing, uproſe, 
offering the incenſe of praiſe in the moſt de- 
licate fragrance. The ſun itſelf beamed forth 
a luſtre more efficacious; the {ſhades grew 
more verdant; more ſerene the ſoft ambient 
air. The cluſtering grape, the bluſhing peach, 
the rich pine-apple; and every fruit of deli- 
cious flavour, ripened to maturity: and all 
nature impreit with the ſweet bleſſing of their 
kind maker, gave acknowledgement in joy- 
ous exultations. Then perceiving all creation 
accord to the divine archetype of deſignation, 
| filial Deity mounting his glorious car, aſcend- 
ed to heaven, amidſt faithful bands of volant 
angels ſurrounding his lofty chariot; pouring 
forth to the dulcet harp of gladneſs with ſe- 
raphic elevation, the ſong of triumph, joy, 
and rapture, for the glorious diſplay of good- 
| neſs and exertion of power: while liſtening 
| worlds re-echoed back their joyous grand 
loud founding . acetamations | | 

The firſt time that Adam beheld fair lovely 
Eve, was the morning after her ſubduction 
from his ſide. Awakened early by the joyous 
longs of merry birds, he aroſe with the riſing 
{un refreſhed, and his heart expanding with 

| Joy. 
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joy and gratitude, he returned thanks to the 
author of bleſſings, and requeſted a continua- 
tion of divine regard. Then led by a divine 
impulſe, he directed his ſteps along the 
flowery margin of a lucid ſtream. Caſting a 
ſide-long eye towards his left, a bloomy ar- 
bour of over-arching amaranths, inmixt with 
ruby roſes, invited to ſoft repoſe; and retir- 
ing with backward ſteps he ſought the frag 
rant ſhade. But how was he ſtruck, when 
he firſt beheld recumbent on a flowery couch, 
beauteous Eve aſleep. Her blooming check 


- delicately reſted on her ivory. arm, which 


curved on the ſoft pillow of a violet bank 
gently raiſed; while her jetty locks curled in 


= 
3 
8 


graceful ringlets on her ſnowy boſom, the 


marbled throne of beauty! He ſoftly leaned 


over her enchanting form with unutterable 
rapture; and fondly gazing, examined the de- 
licate ſymetry of her fine features, much ad- 
miring the heaven of ſweetneſs, which ſmiled 
on her ruby lips. Fearing to diſturbs her re- 
poſe he gazed with wonder; till unable to 
forbear, he ſtole a kiſs; at which awakened, 
and obeying the firſt emotions of ſurpriſe, 
the ftarted. up and fled down the arbour, 


ſwift as the timid doe; but more out of 


virgin modeſty, than from the force of terror; 


and as ſhe fled ſhe caſt delighted a backward 


view, as if ſhe invited purſuit. Abſorbed in 


new- born love, he pauſed awhile as thunder 
ſtruck; then ſtarting, followed to woo her 
: ets, com- 
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freſhing fountains. 
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compliance; but he loſt her as ſhe turned 
round the thickſet windings of a ſhrubby 
wilderneſs. He wandered through various ru- 
ral avenues, that led to little valleys and ver- 
dant hillocks, whitened with grazing flocks; 
unmindful of their beauty, and dep! loring his 
misfortune. 


At length turning ſhort, he entered a beau- 


tiful ſpot in the centre of the thicket, whoſe 
circular ſkirts riſing up in different ſhades, 


and odoriferous bloſſoms, afforded a delicious 


covert ; while the ſoft zephyrs ſighed through 
the trees above, a tranſlucent fountain anſwer- 
ed below in gentle murmurs, prattling as it 
lid along the flower-enameled carpet refreſh- 


ing. Juſt as he turned ſhort in the entrance, 


his lovely Eve turned ſhort, and meeting 
they ſtopped, gazing enamoured, forcibly 
ſtruck with the ardour and zeal of a paſſion, 
ſuch as ſometimes in the world, actuates two 
young perſons, who at firſt light fall violently 
in love with each other. Short was their 
pauſe; for ſtrongly attracted by mutual love, 
they flew into each others arms in obedience 


| to the heavenly impulſe, which then was not 


as now, beſet with the formalities of reſtraint. 
Oh my love, my life, he cried, thou art 


ſhe after whom my ſoul has been longing, as - 


the dappled roe-buck pants after the cool re- 
Thou art my dear bride, 
and as ſuch, before all the powers above 1 


acknowledge thee. So Tying he took her by 
the 
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the fair hand, his other round her taper waiſt. 
She coyly yielding, as willing to be conquer 
ed, Dy ſtruggled, yet ſuffered the ardent . 
youth to lead her, bluſhing timorous modeſty, 
within the connubial pavilion of tender love 
and ſoft deſire ; before which the level lawns 
outſpread delicious. But conſcious of the 
ſanctity of connubial decorum, ſhe ſtopped 
before the holy arbour, ritually aſſented to his 
declaration, and in the purity of her unpol- 
luted heart, ſhe praiſed her Maker, for thus 
giving to her happineſs this ultimate finiſh of 
rfection. All that nature could make de- 
lectable in the afſembly/6f fragrant ſhrubs, 
and gay blooming flowers, and the gracefil 
feſtoons of floſcular elegancies, ever delightful 
to the refinements of taſte ; were conſpicuous 
in the marriage bower : and the ſacred ſhade 
within was lined with the velvet of flowers, 
whoſe preſſure yielded the moſt xefreſhing 
perfume. The angelic guardians around, 
tuned their ſweeteſt harps, divinely preluding 
to ſupernal ſymponies; to which joining hea- 
venly voices, they ſang their epithalamium in 
ſeraphic ſtrains and poetic diction, the moſt 
rapturous and enchanting. FEE 


Apoſtrophe to conjugal Love. 


To thee, O tender Love] ſweet ſource of bliſs! 
Whence flow the fineſt feelings of delight ; 
Smit with thy charms I pay the tribut'ry verſe. 


When Senlibility prepares two hearts, 
; ; „ YEOS00 


[ 
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Where ſelf-love's tendrils twine no more, and 
makes | 


The generous has to pleaſe reciprocal : 
How ſoon the human heart by thee rehn'd, 
With ſoft ſenſations of benevolence, _ 
Grows nobly delicate in godlike goodneſs ! 
Thou then can'ſt ſmooth the rugged paths of life, 
Lighten misfortune of its cumb'rous load, 
Or ſweeten diſappointment's bitter cup; 
Ward off the gauling darts of adverſe fate ; 
Aſſuage the pangs of ſharp diſeaſe , and yield 
The tortur'd ſoul a ſweet ſerenity. 
Yes thou alone true — giv'ſt to mirth ; 
Mak'ſt empty pleaſure laſting and ſincere, 
And happineſs to bloom tinfading joy; 
Till bliſs exalted ſeems angelic tranſport. 
If mortal love can thus the ſoul refine, 
How grand muſt be that love whoſe object is 
divine? 
Now the proud infernal prince of hell's 
domains being informed by his ſcouts of the 
world's creation, the birth of, man, and the 
fatal covenant of obedience on which depend- 
ed all their happineſs; it being out of his will 
to do good, he eagerly followed the bent 7 
his inclination to perform evil; while ſelkad 
miring pride, implacable hatred, and fierce 
revenge againſt the moſt high, were the ruling 
ſprings of his mighty ſoul. Thus ſtimulated 
by the latter ſo permitted, he fiercely broke 
through his wretched dungeon, at the head of 
a ferocious army of malevolent ſpirits, fit to 
perform the work he loved to command. 
Ruſhing furious on full wing, his firſt fond 
. F hope 
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hope was to have ſtormed the new world, by 
force of arms, and hurled univerſal deſtructi- 
on throughout the ſyſtem ; but that he ſoon 
found impracticable, driven far away by the 
terrible appearance of warlike Michael. Then 
truſting to the ſubtilty of craft, the ſubdolous 
ruinator hoped to bring that miſery on man 
by cunning which he could not by force; for 
man became the object of the arrows of his 
ſpite, from the defire he had of wounding 
through his fides the great creator. 

Accordingly eſſaying various methods of 
impoſition, in which he was repulſed by the 
vigilency of the cherubic bands, he at length 
aſſumed the beauteous form of a ſerpent, 
whoſe bright eyes ſhone like diamonds. Crown- 
ed with a tuft of burniſhed gold, his well 
| ſhaped form was variegated with ſhades of 
velvet, while his rich wings be-dropped with 
crimſon and ſpangling ſilver, ſhone gayly to 
the trembling fun. Skulking through deep 
ſhades, where he. practiſed the arts of viper- 
gus deception, at length to his wiſh he beheld W 
fair Eve alone, by chance, near the fatal tree, 
whom, loſing no time, he accoſted ; his heart 
beating with the prefage of direful ſucceſs. 
Bowing with falſe ſubmiſſions before her 
eyes, which were ſtruck by the finery of his 
exterior appearance, he flew to the, fatal tree, 
plucked the forbidden fruit, and eat it greedi- 
ly. See fair Eve, he cried, the happy effect 
of this divine apple! a brute before; it wy 
5 os Bi made 
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Tuz BONZT E. 
made me rational, and given me to ſpeak; eat 


thou and it will change thy nature to god- 


deſs. You ſay it is forbidden. But why ? 
becauſe envy withholds the celeſtial fruit, leſt 
no more a ſlave you become divine, and 
equal to the gods above! He reached down 
a loaded bough; vanity and ſelf- love making 
her ambitious. She liſtened, believed, and 
rejecting heaven; ſhe pluckegt and ate the for- 


bidden fruit to her ruination. | 
Adam impatient of his lovely conſort's ab- 


ſence, who accidently was loſt in unbrageous 


flowerets, his fond heart preſaging ſome fatal 
danger, he ſought her full of tender anxiety 


through the groves. But how was he aſto- 


niſhed when coming to a long viſta, he be- 


held the object of his ſouls regard, in act 


plucking the interdicted fruit! In an agony 
of terror, before her thirſty lips, impatient to 
taſte the poiſon of death, had touched the 
ruinous apple, conſcious of her dire intent, 
he ran; he flew; he called aloud, ſtop, ſtop 
thy raſh hand O Eve! But eager ambition 
blinding her eyes, and clofing her ears, ſhe 


was deaf to his prayers; and ere with panting 
haſte he could reach her, ſhe ate with anxi- 


ous greedineſs the forbidden fruit! all the 
while beheld by her agonized ſpouſe. Diſ- 
tracted at the horrific deed now completed, 
his trembling knees ſmote together, and de- 
nied to bear him further; his nerves relaxed, 
and the very blood curdled in his veins! 

ME: - .-.— » 


/ 


124 Tux BON ZE. 

He eflayed to ſay, Oh my God, how art thou 
ruined? but ig voice failed him, while his 
lips trembled with the-faultering accents; and 
unable to bear his ſorrow, he tumbled groan- 
ing upon the earth! Then came Eve holding 
in her hand a beauteous branch to her aſtoniſh- 


ed huſband Adam, practiſing all the arts of 


fond endearment : in the language of love ſo 


hard to withſtand, ſhe over perſuaded him; 
and regarding the creature more than the 
Creator, he likewiſe ate the forbidden fruit, 


the fatal origin of evil! Yet fo eaſy a teſt of \ 


dut 
| ed dreadful Miſery and horrid 
Death took poſſeſſion of earth, who to its 
very centre trembled at their dir eful footſteps. 
Satan flew off triumphantly exulting in his 
proper ſhape, over the guardian angels, who 
ade their way towards heaven, and left 
earth: while Adam and Eve gave themſelves 
up to inordinate ſenſuality. What a change! 
| Mean time againſt earth, and man its lord, 
the diabolical band began to exerciſe their 
fury, in their new gained domains aerial, the 
willing executioners of divine permiſſion. 
They vainly hoped, that as they had brought 
ſuch eaſy ruin on the wretched pair, for 
whom the world was formed, they could 
with equal facility deſtroy the ſyſtem. All 
hell broke looſe, and joined outragious aſſiſ- 
tance; and fiercely ruſhing to the ſouthern 
pole, they ſhoveg with all their might, and 
puſhed, 
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puſned indeed the por 
centre, diſturbed its axis, and changed its po- 
ſition; by which the ſun's all chearing heat, 
with oblique ray, grew ſickly faint towards 
the extremities, deſerting them to the ſevere 
E tyranny of exceſſive froſt, while he burnt the 
centre with torrid fire. This they effected, 
but could not anſwer the demands of deſpair 
and malice, who fired them to daſh prodigi- 
E ous worlds againſt worlds, and hurl the bro- 
ken fragments againſt the battlements of hea- 
ven; to ſtorm it with the deſtruction of 1ts 
1 ee to toſs the burning ſun amidſt ti 
faithful angels, and involve all univerſe in 
horrible confuſion; though themſelves be- 
came utterly confounded in the univerſal de- 
ſolation! So terrific is wickedneſs when 
ſtung by malice and deſpair. 
| Finding they had not power to deſtroy, 
but to mar, ſpoil, and confound, they ſowed 
the rank weeds of moral evil deep in the hu- 
man heart, debilitating the rational faculty, 
infuſing violent propenſities, and giving ſu- 
peradded force to the/paſſions and appetites; 
inſtilling a violent thirſt for voluptuous ſenſua- 
lity ; but making the heart cold to the ſancti- 
ty of holineſs, averſe to virtue, and extremely 
backward to goodneſs; weak in temptation ; 
ſtrong in ſelfiſhneſs ! | 

Mean time, beholding from his radiant 
throne the lapſe of Adam, in whoſe deſtruc- 
tion were involved his whole race; and that 


5 the 
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the malevolence of Satan had rendered al. 
- moſt ineffectual the gracious intention of di. 
vine goodneſs; the glorious ſon, amidit the 
mrong of circling cherubins, in whoſe coun- 
tenances were painted the ſolemn gravity of 
ſuſpence and pity, for the loſt ſons ; of earth; 
approached the awful pavilion of the moſ 
high God. | he de he ſaid, O juſt and graci- 
ous Father, the devaſtation brought on the 
terreſtrial planet, and man its deputed lord; 
by the malice of the infernals, who aimed the 
daring blow at thee Oh God. Deplorable in- 
deed is the puniſhment which Adam has in- 
curred! his misfortune now as well as his 
crime. There remains but one method to 
defeat the cruel purpoſe of wickedneſs, to 
fave the offenders, and ſatisfy infinite juſtice; 
and that is, for ſome great perſonage in their 
ſtead to offer up himſelf! So ſaying he caſt 
_ around his all-beholding eyes. The bleſt i in- 
habitagess. hid with mantling wings their 
faces, bending their eyes down on heaven's - 
ſtarry pavement, awed with ſilent expectation; 
but none had the courage, or generoſity, to 
ſtand forth the champion of devoted man. A 
wonderous pauſe enſued throughout all hea- 
ven !—Then filial Deity, ſhining bright in all 
the grace of ineffable mercy, faid, Oh heaven- 
ly Father, I offer up myſelf to ſatisfy juſtice, 
and to ſave degraded man from the puniſh- 
ment due to diſobedience! I will become in- 


carnate, ſet man a perfect example, deliver a 
| Pure 
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pure religion, and compleat my ſufferings by 
dying on the croſs, that man may live and 
regain immortal felicity. At that, an awful 
ſound proceeding from the auguſt pavilion, 


| aid, O beloved ſon in whom I am well 
| pleaſed, be thy facrifice accepted, the benefit 
| of which let thoſe alone receive, who in thee 
place their confidence, and who obey thy 


commandments ! | 
If the ſeraphims were aſtoniſhed at the al- 
mighty Son's power, in the expulſion of re- 


| bellious angels, how were they ſtruck at the 
amazing grandeur of his unparalleled humili- 


ty and mercy! Never before felt heaven ſuch 


| jubilee. All the ſons of god ſhouted for joy, 
| they ſang to their melodious viols, immortal 


praiſes to the god of mercy; and all univerſe 
gave atteſtation of uncommon bliſs for the 
redemption of mankind. For all the inhabi- 
tants of millions of worlds, who enjoy the 
godlike gift of free will, without which exiſt- 
ence is taſteleſs, as well as angels, arch-an- 
gels, thrones, dominations, principalities, vir- 
tues, powers, cherubins, and ſeraphims, were 


to become ſpectators of the ſtupendous ſacri- 
fice; which would imprint deeply, on their 
very natures, in indelible characters, power- 


ful ideas of the turpitude of diſobedience, of 


ſuch an eternal efficacy as to deter them from 
offence, by manifeſting that infinite juſtice 


Ipared not even his righteous fon, when he 
took upon him the ſins of diſobedience: and 
there- 
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therefore their offences after that could find 
no pardon, but they would be condemned to 
fuffer unremitting miſery ! ſuppoſing it poſ- 


ſible after this they could offend. 


Induction to a State of probationary Diſcipline 


Gabriel was diſpatched to the. garden of 

Eden, the once happy paradiſe of Adam and 
Eve, now fading from its priſtine glory, to 
diſpoſſeſs the wretched delinquents; and ba- 
niſh them from the ſeats of happineſs to the 
fields of woeful probation. When he beheld 
them at diſtance, lying on the damp earth, 
rudely cloathed with broad leaves; for they 
had gained a painful ſenſe of ſhame, were 
torn by violent paſſions, and were lamenting 
their folly; he cried to himſelf, Ah how loſt! 
how fallen! Adam beheld the grand arch- 
angel poſting down a condenſed ſun-beam, 


with the fear of aſtoniſhment, not as before 


with love and veneration ; for they read their 
doom in his majeſtic air. The ſweetneſs of 
his countenance was corrected with the firm-— 
neſs of fortitude. In warlike habiliments, 
while rich plumage nodded over his creſt, he 
held his robe ſuccinct, his right hand bearing 
a filver ſpear glowing fire, while his left ſide 
ſuſtained a flaming ſword. Dark clouds ſpread 
over the face of heaven. The ſun ſhrunk be- 
hind a black veil, and deep thunders mutter- 
cd at a diſtance. ; | ; 
. 8 N | 

© The 
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The hapleſs pair uproſe reſpectful when he 
alighted with agile rebound, furling his beau- 
teous wings, On the auguſt approach of his 
preſence, they proſtrated themſelves at his 
feet, ſubmiſſive in all humility. Their hearts 
were too full to ſpeak, and rouched with deep 
remorſe; they watered his golden ſandals with 


their tears. Ariſe, he ſaid, mild of voice; and 
lifred them erect, ariſe Oh unfortunate pair, 


for know, not totally rejected of heaven you 


are baniſhed from Paradiſe. The earth is 
curſt for your ſakes, you muſt earn your 
bread by the ſweat of your brow ; the woman 
{ſuffering in child birth; and you with all your 
potterity muſt die! Vet the ſerpent's head 
by your ſeed ſhall be bruiſed, from which 
Mall ſpring a redeemer. And if you prove 
faithful to virtue, be aſſured you ſhall by him 


8 regain loft happineſs. 


So ſaying he drew his flaming ſword, 


which blazed intollerable day, and Tecluding 


all retreat, he directed them to the gates of 
Eden, which now opened wide as of ler pur- 


pole, to diſembogue them into the vale -of 
_miſery, and a world of woe! Before they 


quitted the regions of their birth, for which 


they bore a natural affection, and where they 
had fo often tafted ſuch exquiſite delight; 
they fondly turned, and lingered, to take a 


laſt farewell; caſting their watery eyes wiſh- 
tully around, while to their bitter tears, and 
woetul lamentations, drooping Paradiſe itlelf 

r — ö ſeemed | 
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ſeemed to ſympathize, through its grovey 


ſhades, in reſponſive ſighs, and gentle mur 


murs. At length urged by the fiery lightening 
of Gabriel's flaming ſword, they paſt the hich 
bridge of Eden, entering the new world: 
when ſtraight- the three fold brazen gates of 
Paradiſe cloſed againſt them, and as they ſhut, 


it was as the noiſe of thunder, which redupli 


cated by the hills, founded tremendous. A 


thick miſt upriſing condenſed, covered the 


ſkirts of Parade, and corned them from 


mortal eyes for ever. So fatal 1 is criminal in- 


dulgence ! 


Adam and his fair partner, who now clung 
fondly to her protector's arm, wiping away 


their tears, terrified in looking back, proceed- 
ed forward; cheered by the ſoft whiſpering of 


gentle hope, that faſt friend tœ human nature. 


They came to a pleaſant valley, which though 
in sompariſon of Paradiſe was rude and dil 


mal, yet it had its comforts, affording a good | 
s ſtream to quench thirſt; various trees loaded 
-with fruit to ſatisfy hunger, and a cave for 
ſhelter and repoſe. 


There Adam and Eve took up thei habi⸗ 


tation, and became the common parents of 


mankind; the fruit of whoſe loins repleniſhed 


the whole earth, from whom deſcended migh- 


ty kings, as well as clowns: for you are all 
brethren, and as ſuch the love you bear your- 
8 s, you ought in ſome portion to confer 

h\your relatives. 
The 
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The Ingreſſion of natural and moral Evils. 


Now the mens e of wickedneſs 


having crowned himfelf with vile ſucceſs, ob- 


| tained the dominion of air, at once to puniſh _ 


the diſobedient, and to fill up to the brim 
the meaſure of his own iniquities. Trium- 
phant among his bad compeers, he was uni- 


E verſally elected their ſovereign, under "i > 


nopy of black thunder-clouds, tinged with 
glowing colours, from the ſun's refracted rays. 
The cruel prince of air began his reign, by 
E introducing the unfeeling power of Property, 
the fire of Poverty and Tyranny, through 
vhoſe deſpotiſm the ſons of earth were to 
ſuffer innumerable evils, and go through the 


© ſeveral trials of probation; for the peru | 


© ary ſtate was founded on the baſis of univer- 
fal equality. In that dear jubilant ſtation, 
there would have been no princely lords, no 


mortal gods, whoſe ſacred preſence muſt be 


E 5 with proſtrate adoration; to whoſe 
fing! 


ſing 


be for ever flaves. Then the all fertile bo- 
ſom of earth, yielding ſpontaneous plenty for 


uſe and ornament, guarded from inclement 


F {eafons, and exuberant in pleaſure, would have 
been the delightſul habitation of happineſs. 


No horrid front of pain inflecting evil, of 


| whatſoever kind, to torment the body: nõ 
falſe deluding Vice to pollute the mind, 
„„ — v_ 


— 
— 


and ſelfiſn happineſs, a million of fel- 
low creatures mult toil, labour, ſweat, and 
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would have dared to approach the happy 
manſions; nor more direful Death, that ter- 
rific king of horrors, who now rides ſingly 
triumphant i in his ſable chariot over all man- 
kind; whoſe inevitable javelin, no innocence 
however ſpotleſs, no goodneſs however exem- 
plar, nor poverty however humble, can e- 
cape ! Death laughs at riches, deſpiſes beau- 
ty, and under foot tramples emperors. 
Lucifer, after finding a ſtrong propenſity 
in the human heart towards indulgence, exalt- 
ed Temptation to regale honour, giving him 
power as his beſt friend, infinitely to multi- 
. ply his emiſſaries; and to aſſume the ſweet- 
gneſs of pleaſure, in his empty promiſes of 
delight; or the terror of pain, to fright: thoſe 
chat” deſpiſe his invitations; and gave.hm to 
co-operate with polluted Vice againſt maß. 
kind, and be-perpetual enemies to ſpotlels 
Virtue, 
Next in his dire kingdom, he eRabliſhed | 
the province of diſeaſe, over which he plac- 
ed as vice-roy, tormenting- Pain, cunning to 
Invent a thouſand excruciating torments, and 
ſharp agonizing pangs to afflict unhappy mor- 
tals. Soul-depreſſing Sorrow, heart-grinding 
Remorſe, never- to- be- pacified Deſpair, and 2 
_ thouſand other mental miſeries he ordered to 
lacerate the ſoul, giving to cver-wakeful Con- 
ſcience the moſt piercing ſcourges. And 10 
preſide over, and mangle the body, without 


number he {ent dire diſor ders; ſuch as linger- 
ing 
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ing Conſumption, ſwiftly- impetuous Apoplexy, 
nerve- grinding Stone, demoniac Phrenzy, and. 
Madneſs unlunging Realon, ſword -jobbing 
Pleurify, rack-torturing Gout, limb-ſhivering 
Ague, and blood- inflaming Fever; and many 
others, with ever-trembling Pally, with in the 
ſtruggle between Life and Death, gives up 
the patient half to one, and half to the 
E cher : reſerving for his own feaſt of cruelty, 
to ſcatter blue peſtilence, to hurl prodigious 
thunder, and bury cities in dreadful carth- 
quakes, in which the arch fiend ſhines pre- 
eminent of malice, as well as foremoſt to de- 
baſe human nature, by cultivating the ſeeds 
of moral evil in the human ſoul ! 
| Firſt he deeply inrooted, and firmly twined 

its tendrils round the heart, narrow mean 
Self- love, dead to the tender feelings of ſen- 
ſibility ; whence ſprings a total diſregard to 
every thing generous. Strengthening {elt- 
contracted inordinacies of ſoul, he infuſed 
new paſſions, or gave them ſuper-added avl- 
dity. Thus over-bearing Pride, ill-for-good- 

returning Ingratitude, blood-thirſty Revenge, 
ſelf. tormenting Envy, ſwiftly-furious Anger, 
coOly-deliberate Spite, mean ſelf-afflicting Ava- 
rice, giddyly-profuſive Prodigality, inſatiate 
all-graſping-Ambition, eaſe-loving Indolence, 
oſtentatious Vanity, heart-gnawing Jealouſy, 
voluptuous Gluttony, wine- bibbing Drunken- 
neſs, and foul-polluting Luſt, were the pow- 


ers and iprings his own, hands forged, intel- 
"lectually 
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lectually to move the will of mankind. But 
what moſt peculiarly held his empire over 
the heart, was a fatal inclination to forbidden 
joys, which he ſtrove to render inſuperable. 

Then flying with the ſpeed of alacrity to 
his own ſtupendous magazine of natural evils, 
with a choſen band, he wrenched the ſeven- 
fold barricade of durable braſs; and dragging 
the ponderous gates on their ſhrieking hinges, 
they opened hoarſe as the fall of vaſt torrents 
reſoundling from maſffy rocks. Thence tear- 
ing out vaſt ſeminal ſtores of noxious weeds 
innumerable, they, with a ſower's hand wide 
ſpreading, gave them to the buxom air; 
which wafting them over the broad nutritive 
botony of earth, eaſily impregnated ; ſoft 
ſhowers fixed their roots, and they can never 
be exterminated. So malice fulfilled the curſe 
of juſtice | 

Next ferocious, like black eagles, greedy 
of deſtruction, they bore the ſeminal princi- 
ples of nitrous coldnefs, and ſhivering froſt, 
and ſtormy winds rempeſtive : fixing them 
chiefly at the arctic pole, Satan gave his de- 
mons to preſide over their nature; ſome he 
commiſſioned round the equator, to burt back 
the cooling bfeeze, that his evil intentions 
ſhould not turn out good to man, and diſ- 
perſe exceſſive heats, to make the ſun's rays 
dart downwards perpendicularly intolerable, 
to parch Nature with ſultry blaſts, and breed 


prodigious ſwarms of flies; give poiſon to 
| the 
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the ſerpent's tooth; cruelty, ferocity, blood - 


thirſtineſs, inevitable ſtrength, agility, and ar- 
mipotent power to a variety of ſavage beaſts, 
who, inſtead of owning man's ſovereignty, 
ſhall defy him to his deitruction. | 
Thus the northern demons urge fiercely on 
| vaſt clouds big with black tempelts, irreſiſtible 
ſtorms and hurricanes, earth- ſhaking thun- 
ders, and man-deftroying lightening. They 
E manacle whole rivers with froſt's inexorable 
chains, ſtiffen into ice the running ſtream, and 
| bridge up vaſt canals with glaſſy pavements, 
ſafely to bear the waggon's groaning load, 
where once a feather's weight ſunk. They 


| ſift the partering hail, and pick the feathery 
laow, 2 the fields as with a cold white 
ſpeet, 


eezing with ſuch ſeverity as nearly to 
congeal the very blood, flow lingering in its 
frozen veins. me DH + Wi 
Thoſe demons preſiding over meteors, 
ruſhed in the midſt of unfathomable ocean, 
and with enormous wheels and vaſt machines, 
| whirling with exceſs of velocity, ſpun up the 
| watery particles into thin extenſive ſheets of 
vapoury mitts. Drawing curling fillaments, 
and tangling them into the bulging boſoms 
| of fleecy clouds, which deeply condenſed, 
| they ſyphon-wiſe, ſucked up at prodigious 
draughts half ocean; who ſunk beneath its 
banks, though to his aid vaſt river's flowed. 


When the cloud's capacious belly was fatn- 


rited, gradually its valt- contents they diſ- 
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charged inceſſant, week after week, deluging 
whole nations, whoſe flood drawing off, Over. 
flowed. ſtill other kingdoms; bearing indecd 
fat ſlimy manure, which the ſun's excefliv 
heat luckily drying produced fecundity amidſt 
the ſteril ſands of barreneſs. Some of the 
fiends indefatigable in enmity, to. render cart. 
as little habitable, and commodious to man 
as poſſible, planted wide ſpreading foreſts 
peopled with ſavage beaſts, declared foes to 
man; or hoiſted up extenſive chains of lofty Wi 
mountains, taller than the clouds; deep fpread- 
ing over earth's better part encroaching ſca, 
and vaſt oceans, that as a girdle ſurround ti 
ſublunar globe, filled with : amazing monſters; 
all which indeed ſerve to exerciſe man's 1ndul- 
try, and to fill up the meaſure of his labor: 
ous anxiety. — 

Not but ſome themſelves ſuffered the evil 
themſelves had wrought, for various deri 
were incarnated for the greater probation © 

mankind. Burſting the bandage of chill. 

hood, which bound them down from evil in 
ſpite of their bad nature, when, they had 
liberty of action, and freedom of will, che) 
| betrayed their origin by their ferocious hatred 
of goodnels and virtue, and love of vice 
and wickedneſs ; from which to deter them, 
preſent puniſhment became effectleſs, and fu- 
turity unavailable. Theſe reprobated demi 
devils, enjoyed an execrable ſatisfaction in 


rendering mankind miſerable; and in tempt- 
ing 


5 
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ing others, to be as vilely wicked as them- 
ſelves. Some becoming prieſts, cut up their 
enemies, mangling their limbs with cruelly in- 
vented tortures, and felt delight in the human 
ſacrifices offered to diabolic idols. Hence the 
Chineſe dragon, to whoſe hideous image they 
proſtrate, and ſuppoſe him in the air, on the 
E water, and upon towering rocks: ſo direful is 


exterminating whole nations, and deſtroying 


Thus, Oh my friends, rejoined the hermit, 
agreeable to your curioſity, I have given you 
a faithful account, ſpecifying the origin of 


graceful lips of my noble friend: which coin- 
| ciding with the ſacred writings, bears ſuitabi- 
| lity to the goodneſs of the great creator. But 
in the ſubſequent detail hiſtoric, be not ſhock- 
ed, when more plainly enumerating the tranſ- 
migration of the foul, I ſpeak a mere Bonze, 


aſſured the antient opinon is highly conſonant, 
and the moſt elaborate philoſophy. For all 
ed, cannot think and remember; but brutes 


think and remember, therefore brutes have 
Vor, I. T within 


I ſuperſtition! Others; to puniſh wicked nati- 
ons, were ſet over them ſupreme tyrants, car- 
rying deſolation and horrid miſery triumph- 
ant over half the globe; eradicating cities, 


millions of their own people, till they had 
glutted Vengeance! Here Zangola deliſted. 


natural and moral evil; as delivered by the 


as if horſes or worms had pre- exiſted; for be 
to a reaſon enlighted by a divine Revelation, 


confeſs that matter, however delicately modifi- 
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within them ſomething ſuperior to matter, 
which is ſpirit; and if a ſpirit why mortal 
Skeptics indeed will affect to doubt the exiſt. 


ence of Deity, and therefore of all ſpirit 


Again, it is the nature of perfect goodneſs to 
make all its creatures as happy as is agree- 
able to their rank in exiſtence, and never on 
any account to chaſtiſe unoffending inno- 


cence, or lay it open to a ſtate of miſery 
Horſes for inſtance, endowed with the acute. 


ly feeling nerve of ſenſibility, often go through 
the moſt agonizing ſcenes of miſery : yet 
they as brutes, are perfectly innocent. Why 


then do they ſuffer? Exiſtence to many 1s: 
burthen, not a benefit! So far from being 


neceſſary to the being of community, horſes 


were ytterly unknown to the vaſt nations of 


Mexico, till they were trampled to death by 
the management beat into them by their no- 


ble maſters! Therefore in a prior ſtate they 


muſt have offended. 
Again, in favour of pre- exiſtence, figure to 
yourſelves a common proſtitute of Europe, 


who earns her very bread by debauching 


youth, and trapaning huſbands from ther 
families; who commits various acts of theft, 
and at laſt making up the number of her 
crimes by murder, is publicly executed. 


Such a one you naturally abhor, and almoſt 
eaſily conſign to a dreadful futurity. But if 
we ſcrutinize, with the coolneſs of juſt impar- 
tiality, the cauſes of her actions, ſhe deſerves, 
debaſed as ſhe is, our utmoſt pity. Born of 


wicked 


| 
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Y vicked parents ſhe might have been ſold, or 


þ very early initiated in the myſteries of Vice: 
and never, or poorly, inſtructed in the leſſons 
Jof Virtue. With a pretty perſon, and high 


| paſſions ſoon debadched, there was no way 


left open for her to get a livelihood but by 
7 | proſtitution. Temptations to theft might be 
given by her own poverty, with the drunken 
. bolly of her clients: The ill uſage of a bru- 
tal one, might have thrown her into a paſſion 
N mp to indulgence; and heated by Liquor, till 


2 * = 


Ying like this, thrown into ſuch infuperable 
Iemptations could be innocent! This account 


Eat leaſt muſt excite humility in every exalted 
4 cation, if it does not plainly prove ſhe was 
7 ſent here for correction, and in another ſtate 
had offended. However, to-morrow when we 
meet again, in order to elucidate this theme 
7 abſtruſe, I will ſuccinctly relate the metem 


choſis of my princely friend Zangola, and 


give you the concluſion of his heavenly viſit. 
| 80 ſaying the friends, as inclination led them, 


retired down the crumbling mountain to the 
mral hermitage; where ſoft repoſe had laid 
che pillow of Tranquility, and gentle ſleep re- 


_ ceived them on its downy couch. 


When roſy-fingered morn, ſhaking off the 
| milty mantle of obſcure night, aroſe with un- 
clouded ſerenity; and opened by degrees the 


golden gates of dawning light, the King 


Nor day came forth in his purple robes, with 
3 Calm 
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calm dignity; whom the friends hailed ag 
they reached the mountain's dewy top, and 
being ſeated under the verdant Tea's fragrant 
ſhade, thus began the imaginative moraliſt. 


The firſt T ranſmigretion of Prince Z ANGOLA, 
The Hiſtory of a WoRm. 


Here pauſed my angelic prince, walking 
with elegant dignity, amidſt the oblique 
palms and cluſtering coco, as if to give me 
time to recruit my tired attention; but his 
words,  {weeter than the honey-comb, and 
more melodious than the ſofteſt philomel, was 

ſo charming to my ears, that I grieved the 
muſic of his voice ſounded no more throug 
the {till ſerene, fearful he would no more re. 
new the ſoul-enchanting ſubject. At length 
he thus proceeded, ſmiling with angelic urba- 
nity. The ſtream ſeemed to ſtop attentive; 
the birds were ſilent ; huſhed were the winds, 
and all nature appeared to liſten regardful ! 

You have been told what part I acted in 

this direful rebellion, againſt the moſt benef: 
cent king of kings; it now remains, he ſaid, 
to acquaint you of the probationary puniſh- 
ment I underwent, in conſequence of my di- 
obedience; by which you will learn, that the 
more exalted beings, and the greateſt perſon- 
ages when culpable, meet the ſharpeſt ſcourge 
of correction. | 

After being baniſhed from the happy realms 
of immortal felicity, it is paſt the power ot 
. os ts utterance 
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utterance to declare the mental miſery IU 
derwent, by recollecting the delights my fol 
loſt, and comparing them to the wretchedneſs 
by which I was ſurrounded. This brought 
on the contrition of ſorrow for what: I had 
done, with a cheriſhed defire of amendment; 
by which I became an objekt of divine regard. 
Thus I was elected or numbered among thoſe 
vkom alone the great propitiator could re- 
deem, could ſave, and reſtore. _ | 

. By the lapſe of our repreſentative, we, to 


expiate our failings, were to go through a 
= courſe of gentle ſufferings, in compariſon, of 
what we then felt, and what our offences de- 


manded, before we could be admitted to our 
probationary ſtate; the tenour of which is, 


after a variety of tranſanimations from that 


wonderous tranſiliency of ſpirit towards mat- 
ter; the ſoul finds admiſſion into human 
form; is endowed again with fatal free will; 
its contracted capacities enlarged; has the laws 
of right and wrong deeply imprinted; becomes 
a moral agent, and anſwerable for its actions. 
Paſſing through . ſtations, tili it is purifi- 
ed by its choice of and adheſion to virtue, it 
is then enliſted under the Chriſtian banner; 
and according as it proves obedient to its di- 


vine captain, it meets a final deſignation. 


You will be ſurprized when I tell you, 
that the firſt terrene vehicle into which I was 
obtruded, was a worm! varying from its 
firſt ſeminal principle into form, buried in 

| 8 „ 
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earth's gloomy encloſure! and whoſe con- 
tracted organiſm was totally obſtupefactive of 
mental powers! What a degradation ! which 
indeed appears ridiculous; but what more 
proper to puniſh. proud ambition? Image to 
yourſelf a being Naſt with a beauteous form, 
endowed with immenſe intellectuality, enjoy- 
mg happineſs in perfection, and making wide 
excurſions into ſpace; who forfeiting its 
ſtation by tranſgreſſion, is confined in fuch a 
little dark priſon as a worm! Yet even that 
1s more eligible than to be at large, floating 
along oceans of miſery, with mental faculties 
only extenſive to make wretchedneſs more 
extenſive. After I had performed the few 
functions of vermicular life, I ſcrewed myſclt 
a paſſage through the porous mold, ſoftened 
by rain, in order to find a female companion, 
for under earth living ſolitary, we act our 
loves above ground: 2 careleſs horſe trod on 
my extremity, at which I wreathed myſelt 
round a thorny bramble, and was a whole 
day expiring, ſcorched up by wind and fun, 
in torments as ſharp as thoſe of a dying rhi- 
noceros. What more 1s the life of man, 
compared to eternity ? 
When the laſt link of the chain gave way, 
which tettered my ſpirit to its mortal priſon, 
J gained my liberty; and ſhot away like light 
through the cloudy, regions, conducted to the 
guardian angel who preſided over the metemp- 
Iycnois of fallen angels. Aloft on his azure 
throne, 


k 
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throne, in his ærial palace-camp, which the 
Luciferian powers cannot demoliſh ; a hated 
check on their empire; he recerved me graci- 
ouſly, and thus he ſpoke: the great Su- 
preme has inveſted me, to direct the tranſmi- 
oratory puniſhment of fallen angels, and 
know, Oh favoured ſpirit, that th 78 
being blackly ſtained with ſo deep a dye of 
guilt, as many among the fallen, thou art per- 
mitted to make ſelection of that teſt of obe- 


dience, which you ſhall imagine to be moſt 


eligible. But let this be deeply imprinted on 
your mind: an indulgence to worldly plea- 
ſures, and carnal delights, to which inclinati- 


; on ſtrongly prompts, inſtead of defecating, 


will add to the impurity of your ſoul, pro- 


tract the trial, ſharpen the puniſhment, and 


may at length render it unfit for redintegrati- 
on. Nay ſenſuality, and worldly gratificati- 


ons, becoming habitual by obſtmate indul- 
gence; ſo abſolutely contaminate, corrupt, 
and vitiate, the divine principle of man, that 


it becomes ſo irrecoverably loſt, as to be on- 


| ly fit for the ſociety of evil beings. While 
| forbearance on the other hand has a contrary 


effect. She indeed is Virtue herſelf, the pa- 
rents of Goodneſs ; who teaching the heart to 
refrain the-gilded baits, and ſweet allurements 
of temptation, diſengages it from the world's 
hold; and keeping it free from groveling 
meaneſs, gives the mind a noble elevation. 
It is by deſpiſing the gratification of lower 


faculties, 
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144 THE BON ZE. | 
faculties, and taking delight in the exerciſe 
of intellectual powers, flying Vice, following 
Virtue, and loving Goodneſs ; that the ſoul is 
purified, not only from the guilt of the pre- 
exiſtent lapſe, but its freſh contracted mun- 
dane faulrs, and confiding in a Redeemer, 
becomes by the holy ſpirit a new creature. 
Thus renovated, it is qualified to regain and 
enjoy the forfeited manſions of ever- flowing 
pleaſure; and know that angels bend down, 
and view with admiration a human creature, 
who ſurrounded with temptations, and prone 
to indulgence, 1s nobly ſtruggling in the con- 
flict, to preſerve his integrity to the great 
Creator : but weep over the fall of deluded 
weakneſs, giving up oceans of bliſs for a cup 
"ge that 1s always daſhed with bitter 
n 
But in order to make an adequate judge 
ment, you ſhall behold the various ſtations of 
life. So faying he took me in his inviſible 
chariot. We flew down the nether globe, 
and mixed among the multitudes of mortals, 
who then repleniſhed the world with variety 
of nations. In our devious peregrination, my 
heavenly guide was ſilent, making no remarks; 
he had ſaid ſufficiently to arm my heart, and 
left me to my own obſervations. Diſg uſted 
with the lot of the laborious, I e that 
rural ſtation in which happy ſhepherds practil 
ing kind offices, were removed from the youu 
0 


of oſt temptation, in the kind boſom of con- 
tent; 
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tent; enlarging their capacities with philoſo- 
phy, and paying a due adoration to the crea- 


tor; theſe I indeed reviewed with compla- 


cency. But ſtruek with the power and 
ſplendour of an caſtern monarch on his 
throne, his happy lot made the deepeſt im- 
preſſion in my ſoul, while my original pride, 
vanity and ambition, upriſing revived, deter- 
mined my choice, and I cried in an ecſtacy 
of deſire, Oh princely guardian, I chuſe to be 
an oriental ſovereign! To which he replied, 


with the ſmile, of contempt----Then be an 
eaſtern monarch! But know you have mul- 


tiplied your duty, and the temptations to tranſ- 

greſſion ; adding to the ſeverity of penalty. 

Few human creatures are fit to be monarchs ! 

Do more he ſaid, but tranſporting me to the 

famous court of Africa, he gave me the le- 
8 


thean draught of forgetfulneſs ; and diveſting 


me of my light etherial vehicle, he made me 


| animate the male fetus of the queen, that mo- 


ment arriving to pregnancy. After a long 


and dark impriſonment, where I was employ- 
ed in perfecting my little body, I ſaw the 
precious light, ſaluted heir to the king of 
Egypt; for you are not to imagine, a foul 
is created every time the embrio quickens 
to the breath of life; an ailertion which would 
be derogatory of the ſupreme being. 
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146 Tur BON Z E. 
The Second TRANSMIGRATION, 


. Prince Zangola's- firſt probationary State. Th: 
Hiſtory of an Eaſtern Monarch. The Cha- 


rater of Ambition. 


A peaſant? s child more agrecably Enjoys 
itſelf in native freedom, rolling about a vil 
lage Stern, half naked, with its little cruſt, 
playful in the ſunny beam, and ſweetened by 

the flowing breeze, than the noblk infant im. 
riſoned in cloſe apartments, bound all over 
with ſilken fetters, by ill. Judging de 
Por my part I wanted not care nough to 
render my little life very ibm, but the 
relief of night, ſaved me, by releaſing my 
limbs to laughing liberty, and giving the 

_ pleaſing repoſe of ſleep. 

As I grew up, the ſeeds of vanity were 
foſtered in my young heart, by my parent 
giving into my love of finery, extolling my 
perſon, and praiſing my actions: my pride 
was nouriſhed and cultivated, in aggravating 

my power, by their commanding my ſlaves to 

pay implicit obedience to all my filly orders. 

This was enough to ruin the beſt nature. 

As I was an only child of a pair, who long 
Lo deplored the want of children, of courſe j 
was the darling object of their fond affection: 

but being heir to a kingdom, the moſt re- 
nowned for ſcience, every wiſh met indul- 
gence, and every defire gave birth to new 


ones in the fruition of Gratification. ] was 
never 
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never ſuffered to abſtain from the humourſome 
dictates of fancy. A fallacious will growing 
every moment capricious, became a ſtanding 
law of action, to rule which my paſſions and 
appetites, ſegerate or in conjunction, uſurped 
the authority of Reaſon in the weakneſs of in- 
fancy; gaining then a force ſo inſuperable, 
that when Reaſon, arriving near maturity, de- 
manded its native right; they condeſcended 
at Jaſt to allow the name of prince, to what 
they gave but a trifling ſhare of power: and 
forced it often to give Fn to thear 1 impe- 
rious deſpotiſm. 

Thus the fondneſs of over kind affection, 
by keeping me from the uſeful, though ſe- 
vere documents of abſtinence z and withold- 
ing my fp 
Virtue, that I ſhould enjoy pleaſure, and be 
exempt from pain, not the lot of any mortal; 
plunged me into real miſery, and rendered me 
a deteſted monſter! So indulgence betrays 
where moſt ſhe fondles! 

From the force of cuſtom, I was indeed 
obliged to attend the lectures of the Egyp- 
tian prieſts, and they inſtructed me in the myf⸗ 
teries of a ſuperſtition, that carried with it no 
tendency to better the heart: for the con- 
faked and filly account they delivered of 
their Gods, was only calculated to eſtabliſh 
their own authority; the rites of whoſe religi- 
on could not be to the Deity pleaſing, nor to 
man beneficial! And as to the maxims of 
US: --* chew 
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148 TAI BON Z E. 
their better morality, they had not ſufficient 


efficacy, as they brought no forcible tye againſt 
the paſſions; though wiſdom ſhone bright in 


their ethics. | | | 
As to their leſſons on government, and the 
art military, they were the more pleaſing to 
indolence, rifing from its ſilken couch, as they 
ſerved to flatter ambition, and initiate me to 
the offices of a great conqueror; to which 
appellation -I began to aſpire. My young 
heart, ſmit with love of fame, ſoon panted 
for glory; for amidſt the ſoftneſs of a ſerag- 
lio, I took a manly delight in hunting the 


fierceſt antmals to death, and ſhewing dexteri- 


ty in martial exerciſes. 

But in the bloom of youth, the ſofter paſ- 
ſions prevailed in my boſom; for love and . 
friendſhip, though but in ſhadow, chiefly em- 
ployed the moments of riſing manhood, with 
a pleaſure the more agreeable as they were 
firſt impreſſions. Among the pages which | 
always attended my perſon, I could not help 
9 5 — young Amaſis, for the politenets 
of his addreſs, and that unuſual correſpon- 


dency of temper which ſubſiſted between our 


natures, though the turn we gave our minds 
were different: I to command, he to obey. 
In order. to make his ' fortune, ambition 
taught him to ingratiate himſelf into my con- 
fidence, by a ready compliance to my deſires, 
and a perfect ſubmiſſion to my will, in admt- 
niſtering to my pleaſures with agility. ss 
38 89 5 atter- 
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fattering my paſſions, and gratifying my ap- 
petites, by the ſweeteſt complacency of tem- 
per, and a facility of pleaſing, he made him- 
jelt neceſſary to my very happineſs! Under 


ſuch temptations, with ſuch a dangerous ſy- 


chophant, what could be expected! _ 

* What rivaled him for ſometime in my af- 
kections, was the ſtrong natural propenſity in 
my boſom towards the fair ſex; but hitting 
my taſte, he ſupplied fickle inclination with 
variety ; by which he artfully defended my 
heart, from the peculiar attachment of love, 
and damped the force of deſire by voluptu- 
ous and reiterated gratification; till at length 
{ was ſurfeited with the very deliciouſneſs of 
amorous ſenſuality. I heard again the call of 
proud Ambition, and burſting Love's roſy 


fetters, twined round my heart, I forced wan- 


ton Pleaſure to give way to Glory ! 
It is the fatality of mortals, to begin to be 
unhappy almoſt the moment they poſſeſs hap- 


pineſs; for the pleaſures of life conſiſt in per- 


ſuit, not in attainment! I had all a kind pa- 


rent could beſtow, but his crown! In that 
ſplendid circle, I thought was centred all glory 
and happineſs! The life. of, eaſy pleaſure 
which I led, appeared to the activity of my 
ſpirit utterly trifling, and meanly inglorious. 
Diſguſted with the pomp of a court in which 
I was not firſt, with the dalliance of ladies, 
the eaſe and ſoftneſs of Luxury and Indo- 


lence; I frequently retired alone in a grove 
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of myrtles, whoſe gloomy ſhade nodded over 
the ſacred Nile, wrapt up in thoughts pro- 
found. There often met by my Amalis, trom 
a few hints I dropped, not knowing diſguiſe, 
he dived into the nature of my diſcontent. 
Oh my adored prince, he cried, in a pom- 
pous ſtyle, I fee it 1s not for your capacious 
mind to be ſatisfied with trifles.” As your 
great ſoul is peculiarly formed, and perfeched 
by the Gods, to rule a great kingdom, it re- 
quires a throne; for nothing leis can give it 
ſatisfaction; and thou ſhalt have a diadem 
Ah, I replied haſtily, what does your indi- 
creet zeal dare promiſe? To which he an- 
twered : Your royal father, though once ful 
of ambition and activity of ſpirit, and a fiery 
warrior, now like the ancient lion of/ the for- 
eſt, enfeebled by time, and ſpuryed by the 
aſſes he contemned, grows old arid infirm of 
body, with a mind proportionably debilitated; 
which make' the weight of a he ron: hang 


heavy on his ſhoulders ; ; and he totters be- 
neath the unequal ponderofity. Pardon my 
lord the liberty I take; while I perceive, nay 
all behold, the mighty powers you poſſeſs bu- 
ried in a lifeleſs court.---All interrupted my 
ambition. What all! I faid. To which he 
anſwered, yes, my lord, the nobility perceive 
the king s decline; they are not blind to your 
exalted merit; and they require a monarch 
of a nobler activity of foul. Where then, 0 


prince, is the impropriety © of your father's re- 
ſignation 5 
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ſig nation? In ſhort the nobility will directly 


. it for the king's own eaſe, your glory, 


and the nation's grandeur : and their requeſt 


will carry authority! Forbear, it muſt not 


be, I cried, but with a denial whoſe faintneſs 


whiſpered conſent; and he left me to perſue a 
plan he had concerted before he felt the pulſe 


of my ambition. 
Immediately he convened a body of young 


nobility, which he knew were heartily in my 


intereſt; and animated with his theme he 


grew eloquent, inſpiring thoſe ardours which 


he felt himſelf, into the youthful hearts of the 
auditors, apt to catch fire and blaze with fer- 
vency; and thus he began: Oh noble patri- 
ots, the ſoul of community, who eminently 

ſſeſs wiſdom in its higheſt degree, to know 
the. good of your country, honour to deter- 
mine, and to perſue it the ſpirit of generoſity : 
you have long beheld the imbecility of de- 
clining age unfit to ſupport with dignity, the 
honour of Egypt from the inſults of ſurround- 
ing enemies; as well as its inability. to pro- 
cure national happineſs. If we are not ſeized 
by the graſp of Oppreſſion, the ſtate's decline 
is ſuffered to go down to degeneracy, without 
oppoling vigorous meaſures to. give it ſup- 
port; much leſs are the exertions of genius 
lent to bring required perfection. Do we not 


labour under heavy exactions, which anſwer 


no end but to gratify avarice, and ſupport 


unmeriting Luxury? who, feeding vulture 
1 | like, 


& 
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| like, on the vitals of our country, behold its 


decay, with unfeeling obduracy ! But is there 


not a prince, who inſtead of adding to our 


load, will take off the heavy preſſure of the 
ben under which we groan, ſhine out up- 
on us the now clouded ſun of proſperity, and 
among the kingdoms, with which we are en- 
compaſſed, give us rank and exaltation ? Let 
us then, my noble countrymen, ſend a depu- 


tation to beſeech the king, as he tenders the 


happineſs of his people, before his own pri. 
vate glory; to reſign that ſceptre he is no 


longer able to wield, into. the hands of his 


princely ſon; who ſharing the throne with his 


father, will pour around the nation whole 
floods of expected happineſs ! 


No more, he ſaid, but bowed with a cour- 


tier's polite humility; and his ſentiments were 


received with the ſhouts of applauſe. Imme- 
diately they choſe three from among them- 


ſelves, who being admitted before the king, 


preſumed to require, in the name of the Whole 


people, the incorporation of the prince in the 


royal throne; which threw the king into 2 
paſſion, and he caſt the arrogants into Priſon. 


That was the very ſtroke Amaſis hoped the 


king would ſtrike; and ready prepared, he 


over-perſuaded the young noblemen to head 


a party at hand, and attempt the. releaſe of 
their friends: to which imprudently conſent- 


ing, actuated by ſtrong paſſions, they became 
rebels, and ſet the court in a conflagration. 


Then 
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Then the artful Amaſis and his emiſſaries 


= 


fiirred up the body of the people, diſguſted 


by ſcarcity, and put them in commotion, de- 
manding the releaſe of priſoners, and the ex- 
altation of the prince. At that criſis, uſing 
all his ſkill and eloquence, he at length per- 
ſuaded me to appear at the head of the re- 
volters, who immediately declared me king 


of Egypt. So dreadful is a mob, who have 


received bad impreſſions,” for they only ſpeak 


trom their feelings ! 

The good old king was greatly agitated, 
with the diſturbances "he had not power to 
allay, without a reſignation; to which hg 
could not bear to be compelled, though in fa- 
vour of his own ſon: but when he knew I 
joined with rebellious fubjects, it broke his 
heart. Before he expired, he commanded my 
preſence. When I entered the royal cham- 


ber, I beheld my ever kind parent, in a ſitua- 


tion that pierced my heart, far from being deſ- 
titute of tenderneſs. He gently raiſed his 
venerable head at my approach on his pillow; 
the hand of affliction had paled his once au- 


ouſt countenance, and the tear of ſorrow fell 
down his furrowed cheek. Behold, O fon, 


he cried, to what an extremity 1 am drove 


by this diſobedience | I am reduced to the 


loweſt ebb of life, by him to whom I gave 
life, and from whom 1 affection withheld 
no wo ed Alas 
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Unable to bear his juſt reproaches, and 
ſtung by the darts of keen remorſe, I fel! 
at his feet. I confeit my crime; I begged 
pardon; I vowed obedience; I offered to die, 
and with fincerity ! Live, Oh my ſon, he ſaid, 
1 forgive all; for I deſerve it all! It is a juſt 
puniſhment ſent from the Gods! I kiſs the 


| rod! for I uſurped the crown to which ! 
had no right; I difpaſſeſt the lawful heir, 
whoſe {on is now a hol ſhepherd k May 
you never feel the example you ſet, riſe 
againſt yourſelf | Farewell and be moderate! 
He fell back in the arms of his people, and 
was no more! My paſſions being, violent, [ 
was - touched with extreme grief . ordered 
his funeral with the utmoſt pomp, and plac- 
ed his embalmed remains in a lofty pyra- 
mid: but the great affairs in which I was 
engaged made my ſorrows ſoon ſubſide, and 
my ſoul began to expand itſelf, elevated with 
the hope of glory: ſo permitted to anſwer 
mighty purpoles in the plan of Providence, 
in which I had little concern, but as an in- 
ſtrument; though I vainly appeared as prin- 
a. 25 FE 
Ehe people, fond of change from the flat- 
tery of hope, who promiſes alterations for the 
better; and naturally fickle, were not _ 
for the loſs of their old maiter, but haile 
their new one with burſts of acclamation. 
Indeed, when I took the reins of government, 
the partizans of my father, calling the py 
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ple a beaſt of burden, declared they would 
ſoon find their error; for their old maſter ſuf- 
fered them to go their own pace, but the 
new one would add to their load, and ſpur 
them on faſter : which obſervation was ſoon 
verified; for being of a diſpoſition to undet- 


take great things, they ſoon felt the weight 


of my genius, in mighty labours of utility 
and magnificence. 

The firſt work in which 1 engaged my 
chearful people, was to my honour, in cutting 
canals all over my kingdom, in order to diſ- 
tribute the rich overflowing manure of proli- 
fic Nile, into every quarter of Egypt; which 
was a mgſt ſure means of bringing univerſal 
plenty. Then I employed, under the direc- 


tion of a ſkilful artiſt, @ Ati oy to cut 


an immenſe bed, in order to jein two ſeas 
together ; but I failed, and loſt abundance of 
lives. Then inſpired with an idea of ſuperior 
magnificence, I compelled half my kingdom 
to erect me a moſt ſuperb palace, in a | taſte 
perfectly grand; the materials of the moſt 

ble, beautifully poliſned, graced 

with a thouſand pillars, as valuable * the 
delicacy of / workmanſhip, as for the richneſs 
of the 

pay the expence. I married the richeſt and 
moſt beautiful princeſs in the world; and I 
filled my ſeraglio with the lovelieſt and moſt 
accompliſhed ladies. But now all completed, I 
was not ſatisfied ; ſincere pleaſure mocked my 
5 18 „ em- 


arble: and I made the other half 
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embraces, and real happineſs foetningly reſi- 
dent in my palace, fled my preſence, though 
courted to regale in ſuperb apartments, or 
wander in the gardens of exuberant nature; 
and cruelly left in her floral paths, anxiety 
and diſcontent ; while ſhe revelled in cot- 
tages with ſun-burnt peaſants, and nut-brown 
nymphs ! 

Then it was that the activity of my ſpirit 


put me to ſtrike a bold ſtroke, which, agree- 


able to my ambition, was to ſhine above all 


mankind in glory, a univerſal conqueror, in 


ſubduing the world by force of arms. I rait. 
ed a vaſt army. Ambition had not then the 
holy excuſe of religion on its ſide ; the ſmall 


apology it formed to palliate the deſtruction 


of millions, was civilizing manners, and in- 
troducing arts and ſciences, in order to change 


the conquered into men, from being barbari- 


ans. The deſire after glory, which was oc- 
caſioned by As e. ow was heightened into 

a feveriſh thirit, when reviewing my gallant 
troops, I found myſelf at the head of 200,000 
Egyptians, Ethiopians, Arabians, and other 


mercenaries, and ſoldiers of fortune. Sup- 


ported by ſuch an enterprizing multidt de, va- 
nity flattered me with an idea of Invincibility. 


It was God-like to command, and be adored 
by ſuch vaſt numbers, and fend terror round 


the world: for the ſight of a well regulated 


* 


army, with trumpets Jounding, and banners 


Bying, animates the martial mind above iticif 
3 3 . : At 
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At length I reſolved to attack the effemi- 
nate Afiatics, in order to humble their over- 
grown pride; and to furniſh my army from 
the ſtores of luxury, to carry on the war with 
ſpirit, wherever glory ſhould lead, or fucceſs 
countenance: and nothing in politics is eaſier 
to find than pretext! We, 
In order to work upon the ſoldiery, and to 
aſſure them the Gods were on our fide, we 
ſacrificed to the celeſtial powers, and Gods in- 
fernal, with the utmoſt pomp; and gained 
from the generous omens, and happy ſigns of 
prieſt-craft, the moſt auſpicious promiſes: and 
then leaving fertile Nile, we poured irreſiſti- 
bly into Syria, like a torrent that overleaps the 
bank outragious, ſpreading all around wide 
deſtruction. Soon in the broad Aſſyrian plains, 
we were confronted by an adequate- hoſt in 
point of number, pompous with neighing 
ſteads untrained, and ten thouſand chariots 
of war; but as to proweſs, only a confuſed 
croud of feeble women, in long flowing robes 
of gloſſy ſatin; and gilded arms, back flaſh- 
ing the ſunny ray, ſeemingly more for ſhow 
than offence; and more fit to allure an enemy 
to ſeize them for prey, than intimidate us to fly 
for fear. As I had a genius turned to war, of 
courſe I took care to ſee my army perfectly 
diſciplined, in all the known military ſciences, 
To take off the natural fear of death, I re- 
warded the merit of peculiar courage wich 
unbounded liberality. I ſtained cowardice 
- with 
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with the infamy of a ſname never to be wiped 
off, but by acts of ſuperior valour; promiſing 
by the mouths of ſacred prieſts, to thoſe who 
fell in Battle, Elyſian fields, and pleaſure im- 
mortal. To crown the whole, I conciliated 
the opinion of the troops, by the addreſs of 
affability, the generoſity of munificence, and, 
by equally ſharing in myſelf danger and 
glory with an active perſona] valour. . 
When I ſaw the unſkilful manner of the 
enemy's forming, aſſured of victory, I made 
a ſhort harangue, and faid aloud, on an emi- 
nence ; fellow ſoldiers, above all things, with 
our courage preſerve diſcipline; you have 
jüttle elſe to do but plunder; and J only {ut- 
fered half my army to engage; the other 
half ſtanding to behold and to ſuccour. The 
enemy's whole dependance was on the fierce 
impetuoſity of a ſudden ſhock, after the firſt 
volley of arrows; and that once ſuſtained, 
the defeat became eaſy. They broke, in- 
deed, into the centre of my army, with a 
tull tide, but were ſtopped in their career by 
a ſtrong body of horſe, ſupporting the heavy 
armed infantry like a wall of braſs. Then 
the two wings, cloſing upon their flanks, 
which beheld an equal army freſh in reſerve, 
they retreated, and fled precipitately, with 
the loſs of fifty thouſand, and all their rich 
camp, which was diſtributed among the vic- 
torious. | 
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The Fall of TREACHERY. 
A fatal Diſcovery. 
While the great Egyptian conqueror Was 
thus gone forth ſubduing the earth, I left 


the reins of government in the hands of my 
mother Anxiope; who was a lady of great 


ſpirit and capacity; which I did in order to 
mollify the diſgrace ſhe {ſuffered in my at- 


tempt to force my father to a painful reſig- 
nation. Amaſis, by a variety of pleaſing arts, 
had wrought himſelf into my confidence; eſ- 
pecially, as ſuper- added to his deſire of oblig- 
ing, I found he had capacity. Selected from 
among all my flatterers, I thus unboſomed to 
the traitor all my ſoul; ſaying, Amaſis, in 
leaving Egypt, I was obliged to place my 
mother at the head of affairs, for many rea- 
ſons; but Prudence tells me it is neceſſary I 
ſhould leave ſome capable perſon around her 
path, as a check upon her actions, that will 
continually give me ſpeedy intelligence of 


every incident relative to my kingdom. The 


man on whom I ſhould reſt this great truſt, 


ought to poſſeſs judgment and fidelity, in the 
higheſt degree. I think I do not flatter thee, 
when I fay thou art the man. Let it then 


be ſufficient to declare, thou art my choice, 


and without giving thee inſtructions, I leave 
| every thing to thy prudence and ſagacity, 
while I give thee adequate power to the 
| charge. 
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charge. Farewell, and be vigilant. He boy. 
ed obedient ſatisfaction, and I retired. 
Amaſis, now veſted in his office at court, 
and the king gone, the queen-mother owing 
him a grudge, and looking upon him as a 
ſpy upon her actions, treated him with great 
haughtineſs; but his pliant foul, though 
rankling within, ſeemed to bear all affronts 
with the greateſt humility : and he wore the 
deceptious maſk of inattention, in whatever 
' ſhe was concerned by which in time ſhe wa: 
thrown of her guard. But he converted half 
her attendants to ſpies, by the force of his 
bribes, and the moſt plauſible inſinuations. 
Thus in all public affairs of the ſtate, there 
was nothing of moment agitated among her 
ſecret council, or almoſt in her own boſom, 
but what he attained by intelligence, or by 
the gueſſes of probability. Theſe, by his 
faithful -couriers, which he was continually 
diſpatching, he revealed to the conqueror in 
cyphers; and his aſſiduity met the higheſt 
marks of applauſe, with ſtrong aſſurances of 
protection. Thus I took notice of many 
great affairs, which ſurpriſed the queen-mo- 
ther; and believing that Amaſis ſent the in- 
telligence, ſhe determined his ruin: but her 
preparations, in conſequence of that reſolve, 
were nat ſo ſecret, but he dived into her 
deepeſt machinations; and ſtrove to be be- 
fore hand by a plot of an extraordinary nature. 


Zulze- 
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Zulzemon, an Egyptian nobleman, was 
ſettled about the court, in ſeveral poſts of 
honour and profit, by Anxiope; and he was 
ſuppoſed to be her peculiar favourite. In 
their firſt acquaintance he was the handſomeſt 
man in Egypt, and now though near fifty, 
he had, being tall and ſlim, an air of gen- 
teel dignity, with ſomething very pleaſing in 


his countenance. The friendſhip which Anxi- 


ope began with him, appeared as if it never 
would have a period; and proving a very 
ſenſible perſon, he tranſacted various great 
affairs for her majeſty, being the only perſon 
with whom ſhe intruſted her ſecrets. Both 
he and the queen-mother, looked upon my 
young deputy *as)a dangerous man, and they 
took meaſures accordingly. „„ 
Amaſis beholding this powerful connexion, 
now was aſſured it boded to him no good; 
and therefore deliberated to reap ſuch advan- 


tage from it, as to turn the danger which 


threatened himſelf upon their own heads. 


Believing there ſubſiſted between them more 


than a common intimacy, and reſolving to 
diſcover the whole of his ſuppoſition, on 
which his own ſafety depended ; he ſpared no 

pains nor coſts, to penetrate their ſecret re- 
ceſſes. Fearful themſelves of a diſcovery, 
they had moſt gautiouſly guarded againſt his 
devices, and vainly fancied themſelves in the 

impenetrable confines of ſecurity. But whar 

can exclude the force of gold ? Who can re- 
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ſiſt its influence? and what is ſecure from the 
power of indefatigable perſeverance? At 
length with a world of pains, and at the ex- 
pence of vaſt ſums, he was certified thar Zul- 
zemon and Anxiope carried on an amour, 
which had ſubſiſted, through the windings of 
{oft defire, near thirty years. 
; Now he gained this point, he begun to 
perſue his plan. Every thing being at his 
command, either by his bribes, or his natural 
authority and cunning, he called his moſt 
truſty friends together. At midnight he con- 
vened a grand concil privately. The captain 
of the guard was at his devotion, as were 
moſt of the officers in the palace. Juſt turn- 
ed of mid- night, with three of his confidents, 
he went ſecretly through the ante- chambers 
and came to the royał apartments, led by trea- 
cherous ſervants, who conducting him up a 
ſmall private pair of back ſtairs, with a gol- 
den key ſoftly turning, Amaſis and his friend; 
crept lightly i into tlie queen-mother's dormi- 
tory; and ſoftly undrawing the canopying 
curtains, by the light of a ſmall wax-taper, 
they all diſcovered Zulzemon a ſleep in the 
fame bed with Anxiope. A glow of terri- 
ble delight, mixed with the tremblings of fa- 
cred TE ſwelled the proud heart of Amaſis; 
whoſe hand naturally ſprung to his ſword hilt. 
The moment the curtains let in the light, 
the loverꝭ awaked, perfectly aſtoniſhed to find 
themſelves in the view of their enemies. 
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Amaſis drew his ſword. to kill Zulzemon, 


but Anxiope, though in the greateſt conſter- 
nation, had preſence of mind to catch hold of 


his arms, beſeeching him to ſpare Zulzemon; 


which gare him time to ſpring out of bed, 


and gain a private door ere the traitors could 
reach him; and ſhutting it back, after he 


jumped through the lucky opening, provided 
indeed for that purpoſe, he cloſed a large 
bolt, and made an eaſy eſcape to the confufi- 


Vn of Amaſis. Then Anxiope changing her 


tone to the utmoſt rage, commanded his ab- 


ſence, bitterly reproaching him for his pre- 


ſumption; to which he cooly replied, after 


ordering his accomplices to retire; madam, 1 


deſign this hour to accuſe you to the grand 


council of the nation, which now is met; and 
f you will not come to my terms, you ſhall be 


impriſoned, the queen placed in your ſtead; 


_- I can eaſily work up the king to ſign your 


=teath, Anxiope turned pale, but ſmothered 


her anger and diſdain; and ſoftening her 
voice with feminine artifice, ſhe ſaid, what 
terms doſt thou propoſe Amaſis? I ſhould 

rezoice to make you my friend. _ 
Amaſis pauſed ſome moments — ſhocked 
with the villainy of his own demands, and thus 
replied, the accents faultering on his tongue; 
| firſt require, he ſaid, that you gwe up Zul- 
zemon to my diſpoſal; you mult next pub- 
licly marry me, and then I will make you 
again queen of Egypt: and the king may 
| XA | reign, 
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reign over his conquered nations. If he dif. 
_ approves, I can raiſe with Aſſyrians, and from 
many kingdoms who long to lower his pow- 
er, three hundred thouſand men; and a throne 
is worthy the chance of danger. Struck with 
horror at the propoſal, ſhe pauſed, recollective 
of arts to avert impending danger. Madam, 
ſaid the traitor, you muſt come to the point: 
yes or no----for I ſhall abate nothing of my 
demands. Then ſhe ſaid, it ſignifies nothing 
to canvaſs the offers. I agree, will comply to 
your requeſt, and ſubmit to all your orders, 
Prepare then Madam, he ſaid, for the prieſt 
this morning to perfect our nuptials ; and ex- 
cuſe me if I ſet guards around your perſon. 
Do as you pleaſe my lord, ſhe ſaid, for I am 
at your diſpoſal; all that I require 1s, that our 
marriage may be ſolemnized in the temple of 

Iſis, before the Egyptian nobility. 
Accordingly when all things were prepat- 
ed, the exulting Amaſis led the queen-mother 
Anxiope to the temple, amidſt the diſpleaſed 
nobles; conducting her ſmiling gay ſelf-ſuff- 
ciency. When Anxiope reached the prieſt, 
ſhe flung diſdainfully away the hand 01 
Amaſis, placing her own on the altar; and 
lifting up her eyes to heaven, faid in the moſt 
ſolemn tone; O Iſis, and Oſiris, and all ye 
Gods, to ye I appeal; and lay my caule be- 
fore the now aſſembled nobility. This vil 
lain Amaſie, on the merits of diſcovering an 
intimacy between myſelf and pages” 
which 
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wht I confeſs was wrong, and which I re- 
pent molt ſincerely ; artfully forced from me 
a conſent to his propoſal of marriage; after 
which he 1s to aſſume the throne, and exclude 
my ſon, perhaps by poiſon; therefore I require 
the traitor may be taken into cuſtody. A 
venerable lord ſaid; is this, Amaſis, true or 
falſe? To which he anſwered arrogantly, 

I diſclaim your authority to tax me; and drew 
his ſword. At that the nobility commanded 
the guards to ſeize him, which they did; and 
he not being able to exculpate himſelf, they 

condemned him to preſent death. The queen « 

regent ſigned his warrant. He was led to 
execution, and Anxiope retired to the palace. 
In the mean time, an old ſervant from 
Zulzemon arriving poſt, deſired an immediate 
audience of Anxiope in private, was admit- 
ted, jand kneeling ſaid, O queen, Amaſis is 
thy ſo ſon! prevent his deſtruction. She ſent an 
expreſs away directly to ſave the bold youth. 
Then the ſervant declared, that while the late 
king, by a diſorder, was rendered incapable of 
having children, ſhe bore a ſon to her favou- 
rite Zulzemon ; which for fear of a diſcovery 
he gave him to deſtroy. But he ſaid, my 
compaſſion forced me to fave its life. 1 had 
the child brought up unknown at a farmer's. 
When he grew towards manhood, a noble- 
man, ſince dead, pleaſed with his vivacity, 
took him home, and] in a few years introduced 
him a page at court, by the name of 1 
where 
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where he became a favourite with his brother 
the young prince. Then he produced ſuch 
manifeſt tokens of the truth, ſhe became per- 
fectly ſatisfied that Amaſis was her ſon, by 
Zulzemon; and ſmiting her breaſt, ſhe cried, 
what evils wait on lawleſs love! 

Maternal affection began now to ſpring up 
in her boſom. With the utmoſt anxiety ſhe 
waited for the meſſenger's return, who at lat 
coming into her preſence, declared that H ma- 
fis was juſt beheaded, before he could coun- 
termand her former order. Anxiope buill 

into a flood of tears, and penetrated with the 
moſt pungent ſorrow, bewailed the death of 
her unfortunate fon, killed by a hapleis mo- 
ther's cruel command! Remorſe, like a can- 
ker-worm, preyed upon her heart; peace fled 
from her ſilken pavilion; the moſt painful 
grief pierced her foul, and in a few months e 
died, leaving the regency in the hands of the 
queen of Egypt, the lovely wife of the king 
her ſon, who jo her matchleſs beauty, pol. 
ſeſſecl in a high degree wiſdom and judge- 
ment. Thus fell my traitor brother, pulling 
down that ruin upon his own head, which on 
mine he ungratefully projected. | 

In order to raiſe my reputation in arms, 
the more ſucceſsfully to carry on the grand 
deſigns of ambition, longing after univerſal 
monarchy, I was reſolved to beſiege the fa- 
mous city Babylon, and either take it, or ſa- 


crifice before 1 its ſtout walls my whole army | 
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Surrounded with three 8 mounds, 
the imperial metropolis of earth laughed the 
attempt to ſcorn; and growing its own ſuf- 
tenance within its encloſure, derided our te- 
merity. But ſecurity ſhall deſtroy thee, O 
Babylon | | | 

Me built a tower which overlooked their 
proud parapets, and beheld the Babylonians 
occupied in trade and pleaſure, as if no enemy 


was at hand. To batter down their fortreſſes 


would have been an attempt merely inſigni- 
ficant z to ſcale their walls impoſſible. I ex- 
erted invention, and began a new ſcheme. I 


built a high broad curtain, at once to ob- 


ſtruct the ſight, and defend pioneers from 
darts and miſſile weapons. Every night, by 
the direction of geometricians and artiſts, 
fifty thouſand pioneers proceeded to dig a 
deep ſubterraneous paſſage under the walls, 
to rife in ſome corn fields near the city. The 
vaſt quantities of earth* handed out in baſkets 
and ſacks, were carried at a diſtance, as a 
teint, to form a kind of caſtle, ſeemingly to 
annoy the defendants, where we appeared to 
pay the higheſt attention. 5 

In ſix months, with immenſe labour, my- 
ſelf not diſdaining the baſket ; ſo pride knows 
how to ſtoop ! we finiſhed the dark cavern, 


properly ſuſtained with arches, and vaſt tim-: _ 
bers. One of their greateſt feſtivals being at 


hand, in honour of the god Bel, we waited 
till then to break earth in the city, naturally 
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- ſuppoſing the burghers would be off thei: 
guard, buried in ſleep, and debilitated by the 
force of inebriety. The fatal night came; 
the ſignal was given. The ſoldiers broke into 
the city; they fired the houſes, and forced 
open the gates, unexpectedly before the citi- 
zens could arm, or make any oppoſition, 
Death, on his triumphant elephant, rode in 
victorious, ſurrounded with all his terror, 
furies, and deſolations! Nothing ſhews hu 
man nature in a worſe light than war; for when 
all reſtraint is taken off, and man is permitted 
to follow the bent of inclination; his vilenek 
is ſo unparagoned on earth, he can then be 
compared to nothing but devils! It is fuf- 
ficient to ſay, that being acknowledged con- 
queror, and loaded with booty, we killed 
fifty thouſand men, women, and children, and 
fo retired. What an account? and yet war 
feldom gives a better! 
Then fame reſounding my exploits over tlic 
globe, the terror of my arms brought nations 
at my feet; and all oppoſition was ſcattered 
before me, like autumnal leaves x) the nor- 
thern groves, ſcuttling away when the blul- 
tering winds ariſe indignant. I penetrated 
next the very heart of India; received into 
favour the ſubmiſſtye, and beat the 9 
into ONE, es! 
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The Thirſt of Fame quenched with 'a bitter 
Draught, from the Hand of Misfortune. 


The laſt great battle which I fought in 
my vain expedition, proved ſo fatal, that 
though it put not a period to my life, it 
nearly reduced me all my life to the moſt 
abject ſlavery. Several confederated nations 
had joined all their forces, to obſtruct my 


| | paflage through India, and met in a vaſt 


plain; whoſe countleſs numbers equalled the 
ſands of the deſert, or autumnal leaves of a 
large foreſt, ſcattered by wintery ſquadrons. 
It was mid-day Before I could oblige the 
enemy to encounter. At length they gave 
the word Liberty, while ours was Glory; 
and fiercely ruſhed, in ſpite of all obſtacles, 
into the very centre of my army; but re- 
ceived by a choſen party, freſh and alert, 
as their vigour began to abate, they in their 
turn were obliged to give way. Thundering 
with all my horſe, I ſeized the lucky mo- 
ment, and now all confuſion, they fled amidſt 
their auxiliaries, and encreaſed the diſorder 
they were thrown into by my W 
troops. . * 
A large battalion of Scythian cavalry hear- 
ing all was loſt, and not being willing to fol- 
low the common route, reſolved t9- turn back, 
in order to gain their own « 
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170 THE BON Z E. 
could not be done but aſide my left wing. 
Accordingly, the moon now beginning to 
ſhine, they marched towards the left wing, 
which oppoſed their paſſage. The conflict 
was ſharp; and finding the victors now re- 
pulſed, I flew with a handful of men, in hope 
to animate,them with my preſence ; but the 
ardour of my courage urging me too far, I 
found myſelf, and a few reſolute officers, un- 
ſupported by any ſoldiers, quite ſurrounded 
by vaſt numbers of the enemy. In defending 
my life, my friends loſt their own lives; and 
covered with wounds I was taken priſoner, 
while my Egyptians thought I fell in battle. 
Not knowing who I was, but conſidering 
me as a young officer of rank, the Scythian 
general took me in his own equipage ; and 
his ſurgeon, though ſkilful only in herbs, 
in proceſs of time cured my wounds. As 1 
had ſome knowledge of the Thracian lan- 
guage, I ſoon became intelligible; and in- 
formed the prince I was a young nobleman, 
of good fanuly but ſmall fortune, ſent into 
the army for preferment. By my agreeable 
manners I ſoon conciliated his eſteem, for 
though my heart was panged with the idea 
of what I had loſt, yet diſſembled cheer- 
<fulneſs covered the rankling cares within, 
while, glad I was not diſcovered, my labour- 
ing mind worked hard to find ſome means of 
releaſement. We travelled through vaſt 
tracts of a country inſupportably) wild; but 
| 5 that, 
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that, the large company I was in, who per- 
fectly knew their way, or eaſily obtain 
guides, took off from its diſagreeable ap- 
pearanceQ. 5 
At length we arrived at the Scythian count, 
in which the king reſided, to whom I was 
preſented, and my ſtory related. He receiv- 
ed me in. as kind a manner, as it 1s poſſible 
for a mere Barbarian. How unlike the ſu- 
perb-magnificence of Egyptian palaces, bright 
with poliſhed marble, was the ſimplicity of 
his paſtoral court? which conſiſted of an in- 
different camp ; the king's pavilion being lit- 
tle ſuperior to the tent of an Aſiatic officer ! 
Ever delighting in horſes, and diſregarding 
regular cities, the Scythians roved from val- 
ley to valley, for the ſake of paſturage, and 
the pleaſure of hunting, being couragious and 
expert in arms. Wild as they were in their 
manners, and ferocious in their natures, they 
| were not deſtitute of good qualities: guilty 
of but few great vices; towards each other 
| they loved to be ſocial; and as there was but 
little peculiar property, and a pellucid ſimpli- 
city ran through their ſyſtems, theſe Barba- 
rians enjoyed their little life with more ſincere 
comfort, than the more poliſhed and refined. 
ST Juſt before I arrived, a royal hunting 
match had been proclaimed, and at the day 
appointed, there was an amazing aflemblage 
of people, chiefly horſe, conſiſting of the king, 
queen, prince and princeſs, ladies, officers, 
N "& 2 8 and 
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and mingled nations. A regular army was 
formed, and a camp erected, with colours 
flying amidſt unnumbered tents that whiten- 
ed all the plain. At length, at the ſound of 
trumpets, deep cornets, and ſhrill clarions, 
we marched to an appointed foreſt, which we 
ſurrounded. The huntſmen and dogs forced 
all the wild beaſts into the centre, which was 
a large vale with a river; and we kept OW a 
with loud ſhouts, and trumpets-ſounding, 
upon the affrighted ſavages, till drove to 
defperation, they ruſhed upon each other a 
promiſcuous battle of lions, tygers, panthers, * 
and leopards. | OE 
I was mounted upon a gallant ſtead, arm- 
ed with a ſpear, arrows, a ſhield ſlung across 
my ſhoulder, and a ſimitar at my fide. A 
large panther drove by the dogs, made to- 
wards me, at which my young horſe took 
fright, and flew with me acroſs the river to 
a ſmall iſland; ſtill purſued by the enraged 
monſter, who ſwam the ſtream, and leaping 
on his flank, tore him to the ground, and 
tumbled me unhurt on the graſs. BG 
Before I could recover my lance, or make 
uſe of my arrows, he then took to me with 
a roar, that made the river ſhudder. My 
nervous left arm was guarded by my broad 
tough ſhield ; my ready right drew forth my 
ſharp ſimitar, flaſhing portentous to the ſun; 
and thus crouching I ſtood to receive his at- 
tack, . On me all eyes were fixed.. The trum- 
mares mg es pet 
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pet ſounded to animate my courage. The 
monſter anſwered in roaring thunder; and the 
hills. replied. I ſaw his line of direction, 
and as e flounced at me full drive, I ſidled 
towards a tree, ſprung behind its aged trunk, 
and eluding the ſavage's intention, gave him 


a deep gaſh, with a ſtrong backhanded ſtroke. 


Furious he howled; he tore up the graſs; 
then panting turned, and ruſhing on my 
ſhield, he beat me down, T he ſpectators 
groaned; but giving way to the ſhock I 
could not ſtand, I bounded up in a moment, 
and while the panther N over head and 
ears, I followed him, and ere he could re- 
cover himſelf, I cleaved him down, and re- 
peating my Rrokes, killed my dreadful foe 
amidſt the ſhouts of delighted Scythians. | 


N 


While I was ſtanding be before the king's 


pavilion, ſatisfying the eye of curioſity, pleaſ- © 
ed to review the odneſs of my foreign garb, 

which the next day, with my diamond hilted 
ſword, were to be given as a trophy) to the 
prince; I beheld the King's daughter, with a 
troop of amazonian ladies, coming towards 
the court on beautiful white palfreys. From . 
a. kind of tiara on her head, floated in the 
air black oſtridge feathers, which ſerved as a 
foil to the whiteneſs of her complexion, con- 


traſted with a bluſh 1 . than the bloom of - 


opening roſes! Her ſhape and air was more 
delicate than the ſleek antilope's, and ſhe ap- 
| _ peared 


— 


J 
peared more beautifully charming than the 


gay almond tree in full bloſſom 
On one ſide of the camp ran a large river, 


over which was a wooden bridge. Here the 


princeſs directed her ſpirity horſe; but tak- 
ing a violent fright at ſomething which ſtart- 
ed up before him, he flew away like the wind, 


and with his fair burden, who loudly ſcream- 


ed for ſuccour, plunged furious into the 


midſt of the rapid river, where he thre W h 


fainting princeſs. Struck with compaſſion, 
and fired with ardour to diſplay the genero- 
ſity of heroiſm, I threw off my ſilken veſt, and 
{prang into the river. With muſculous arms 
and feet, I boldly combated the rapid furge, 
came up to the princeſs, and juſt as ſhe ſank 


. down, fearleſs I dived below, caught her ſcarfy 


veſture, and towed' her to the whirling ſur- 
face. Then animated like a ſea god, I took 
the precious burthen on my back, panting 
half breathleis ; and buffeting the fwitt wave, 
running to embrace her fair boſom, I brought 
her ſafe to ſhore, amidſt the ſhouts of the 


aſtoniſhed Scythians! She was carried to the 
royal pavilion, and ſoon recovered, often en- 


quiring after her. deliverer. 


When I was introduced to the princeſs, 
ſhe received me in the utmoſt diſorder, and 


with faultering accents, thanking me for the 
preſervation of that life, which ſhe ſaid would 


2 


be continued but to on the obligation; ſhe + 


diſmiſt me as ſoon as poſſible. Never before 


was 
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was my heart ſuſceptible of ſuch elegant 
feelings. To deſcribe them is impoſlible. 
None but the moſt ardent lovers can form 
an idea of their tenderneſs. It is ſufficient to 
ſay,” that a new- born paſſion abſorbed my 
ambition, pride, love of glory, and the de- 
fire I had of returning to my loſt throne. I 
thought of nothing but lovely fair Zenuvia, 
for that was the name of the princeſs. 
One ſtill evening, when the camp was all 
in ſilence, and the pale night ſtar ſhone ſo- 
lemn over the wide valley, or danced quiver- 
ing on the ſtream; as I was muſing alone in 
my tent, who ſhould come in like an unex- 
pected goddeſs, but the blooming Zenuvia! 
and one female attendant. Unconſcious of 
evil, ſhe diſdained to bluſh ; yet pauſing beau- 
tiful in virgin dehcacy, ſhe ſaw me kneel at 
| her feet. Riſe, ſtranger, ſhe ſaid, by this in- 
truſion perhaps I rank on the decorum | 
of your manners; but truth and ſimplicity }. - 
being our guides, what we dare to think, we 
bluſh not to confeſs! you ſaved my life, and 
[ feel towards you the higheſt gratitude. But 
Ok! is not gratitude a kindred feeling to love? 
and if I ſhould love thee, would the paſſion 
be reciprocal? Yes, by the glorious ſun 1 

| ſwear, Oh charming princeſs, that I love thee 
| more dearly than life! I ſaid, and kiſt her 
| fair willing hand. Then ſhe thus ſpoke pa- 
thetic; in three days I am doomed to wed 
the Thracian prince, but I would .rather = 
| wit 
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with thee! I anſwered inconfiderate---With 
all my ſoul---Let us fly this moment. No, 
| ſhe rejoined, let it be to-morrow, and by then 
I will procure a guide, and other neceſfaries, 
who will conduct us to the ſeats of ſecurity, 
She ended thus, and ſpeedily retired, leaving 
me tranſported with images the moſt enchant- 
ing. The ſweet impreſſions her dear idea 
made on my amorous heart, forced me to the 
moſt pleaſing revery, and J ſtood abſorbed in 
thought delightful. „ 

While my foul was inebriating itſelf, with 
the iweet intoxication* of Fancy, in the ideal 
banquet of fore-taiting Love ; feaſting in all 
the luxury of eager anticipation, Zenuvia's 
brother came haſtily into my tent, and cried, 
Fly !----The Thracian prince, furious with 
jealouſy, is haſting to kill thee! Taking me 
to. the door, he rejoined ; Behold both he 
and his friends are galloping down yon hill; 
away l- and he directed me to a defile be- 
tween vaſt mountains, where I might eaſily 
eſcape. He forced me off, for I had an am- 
bition to die for the ſake of my charmer; 
and ordered Axulto, a noble youth, to be my 
guide, who underſtood the country, and the 
languages; by which I eaſily eſcaped my ri- 
val's fury. But I never heard more of my 

lovely princeſs. What did I ſuffer? 
After we paſt the defile, lodging in caves, 
we came into the little camp of a roving fa- 
mily, who received us with unaffected _— 
© tallty. 


* 
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cality. By them we learned the ſeveral ſtates 
around us were at war, which obliged us to 
change our route, travelling ſome days with. 
the paſtorals. How miſtaken are the great, 
who place all happineſs in riches ! for here, 
a people deſtitute of their darling object, en- 
joy a more ſincere pleaſure, and feel fewer 
anxieties! When they approach a ſpot thick 
nh gra near which flows a ſtream, they 
pitch their homely tents, and give their hor- , 
ſes ſporting to the rich paſture. Then be- 
neath a lotty hedge, which ſerves at once to 
theltey them from the breme win s, and 
hade from the burning ſun; they gather 
wood, which 1s plentiful, kindle their fire, 
and joyous in-the amicable circle xecumbent, 
tell the comic tale while the pot 1s botling, 
or the heavy cakes are baking. Then fitting 
in a circle, on the green- ſword carpet, the 
trencher between their well-croſt legs, keen 
zpperife Tyaſts on the high flavoured” flank of 
horſe, and regales on freſh fruits gathered in 
their paſſage. When done, to rude yet cheer- 
ing muſic, they dance jovial on the cropt 
herbage or running as thirſt invites to the 


clear ſtream, they inhale the copious draught, 
or qvaff the rich cup of mare's milk. While 


ſome more tender, ſeek the unfrequented lane 
umbrageous, to tell the ſoft tale of love not 
oy crheard; and far from prying eyes to play 
in amorous dalliance; harmleſs votaries of 
nature, obedient to her gentle call, 
TIE. MS. © 
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catch fiſh for life's ſupport. 
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As they danced on the green, footing the 


ground uncoothly with the antic gambols f 
careleſs feſtivity, how often have I cried in 


pity to myſelf, O! happy rovers, whom no 


ambition diſturbs, no cares moleſt, who hay- 
ing no thrones to loſe, are ignorant of a thou- 


ſand things which torture the great! how 
unmixt are your pleaſures; your joys how 


ſincere ! you feaſt on delight with the higheſt 
reliſh, and ſink on graſſy repoſe to renew 


your enjoyments! Had I not worn a diadem, 


I could love a. paſtoral life; and even now 


I would ſhare your careleſs freedom, if to my 


arms you could bring my dear Zenuvaa ! 
But the time ſoon came when we were 
obliged to depart. Then we took leave of 


*. jolly rovers, who gave us ſome flower 


and rice, and directed our progreſs along the 
ſandy banks of a vaſt river. One day as I 
went in the ſtream ſeveral paces, to cool my 
feet, not now defended by ſandals, which 


worn out, like the natives I was forced to 


go barefoot; as I left the water, a huge alli 
gator ſpring from his reedy retreat, and mi- 
ling my juſt uplifting leg, he caught my gar- 


ö ment, and would have dragged me in, my 


heart beating with exceſſive terror, but that 
my nimble friend near at hand thruſt his 


javelin into the penetrable ſoft of his eye, 


and made him retire. For the future we 
were more cautious, though often obliged to 


The 
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The ſedgy river now winding out of 
our courſe, we had àð large pathleſs deſert 
to croſs, which afforded a dreary proſpect to 
the fatigued eye; an ocean of ſand that ſeem- 
ed unbounded. Without iweet ſtreams to 
quench thirſt, or leafy trees to ſhade off the 
erpendicular rays; high over head refulgent 
phebus ſhot his ſultry beams, while no friendly 
cloud came to our call, nor the cooling re- 
freſnment of the balmy breeze. Thus bare- 
foot I trod the burning ſun-reflecting ſand, 
loaded with drink, dried” fruits, and fiſh. 
Melted with ſultry blaſts, and parched with 
thirſt, we only dared to taſte the precious 
drops of water by ſpoonfuls, when our eager 
drought demanded rivers! But as we lan- 
guiſhed with exceſs of heat, and were almoſt 
linking under fatigue, we luckily deſcried at 
a diftance the terminating appearance of a 
ſhaggy wood; which growing upon the eye 
as we nimbly advanced, realized .our fancied 
hope. O pain, how doſt thou make us reliſh 
pleaſure | | oe. e 
As enraptured we penetrated the cool re- 
freſhing ſhade, our ears were ſaluted with the 
muſical trill of gurgling water, to the thirſty 
harmony divine! we quaffed the ſweet draught 
more delicious than ſparkling wine to the 
monarch, celebrating his birth day amidit his 
nobles! Our tired limbs we reclined on the 
loft graſs, found dangerous indeed by the 
lurking ſerpent. As we traverſed the wood, 
5 RAA 22: 
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in ſearch of fruit and nuts, we diſcovered a 
large cavity, opening into the capacious bo- 
ſom of a broad-backed hill: I adventured 

firſt, to find a place of ſafe repoſe. Within, 
about twenty paces, was a round ſpace, into 
which the light worked its way through an 
interſtice, made by ſudden falls of heavy rain, 
As I viewed the commodious hollow, I heard 
a groaning noiſe, and turning, beheld the 
fiery eye of an old dreadful tyger; who rouſ. 
ing himſelf as from fleep, now made towards 
me! Fear adding wings to my feet, I flew 
horribly affrighted from, the fierce monſter, 
who appeared deeply tinged with blood. Out 
he bolted after me roaring hideous, and mak- 
ing one violent effort, he ſprung with all his 
ſtrength, roaring, on his hinder legs; and 
ruſhing upon me, beat me down on my back, 
as I turned ſhort to elude his perſuit. For 
ſome moments he ſtood over me, growling 
intolerable terrification ! What were the hor- 
rors I felt in beholding his gory jaws, in act 
going to tear me limb from limb! My breath 
panted ſhort! I trembled in every joint! my | 
throbbing heart beat exceſſive palpitation 
and every nerve thrilled tremulous, while the 
frofe blood curdled in my veins! But Pro- 
vidence can ſnatch us out of the jaws c 
death. The monſter, unable to act his dire- 
ful purpoſe, fell over me groaning; ſind- 
ing that death himſelf which for me he 
cruelly intended! He bruiſed me with the 


fall 
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fall, but 1 ſoon regained my legs overjoyed, 
and found he had been wounded near the 
heart by the hunter's ſpear, and exerting him- 
ſelf, broke ſome of his veſſels; by which ſav- 
ing mine, he put to his own life a period. 
We ſtaid no longer here than refreſhment 
required, and continued our journey over the 
ſandy plain. The third day looking behind, we 
diſcovered black clouds gathering portentous; 
and beholding ſome mountains before us at a 


great diſtance, we made towards them, to 


find ſhelter, if a tempeſt ſhould ariſe. But 
before we could reach their broad baſis, a 


prodigious hurricane, preluding in dittant 


thunders, aſſaulted our rear. The weſtern 

ortico of heaven appeared to open, and let 
out whole floods of fiery lightening, and pro- 
digious armies of bluſtering winds. Soon we 
ſaw, ſhrinking at the ſight, the ſurface of the 
deſert in motion! Clouds of duſt, working 
ſpiral-wiſe like a pillar, uproſe exceſſive in 
the air, whirling round till up-tofling, they 
ſpread all over a : ſheet of ſandy ſmoke. Run- 
ning with all our ſpeed we Teached the moun- 


rain; we climbed on hands and feet, and 


panting gained in moſſy caves, the ſeat of 
ſecurity: ſtruggling, indeed, many paces in 
ſand up to the middle, which threatened every 


moment to be our grave.---When, I cried, will 


my ſufferings find a period ? 
immediately the dreary deſert became as a 

tempeſtive ocean. IRS: day was darkened; 

„ catch- 
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catching lightening flung itſelf here and there, 
as if it was ſpitefully ſtabbing the cloudy veſ. 
ture of evening. Clattering "thunder ſcemed 
to tumble down the very battlements of hea- 
ven over head; while re-bellowing winds 
ſcreamed diſtraction! Amazed the ſandy bil- 
lows now agitated, upheaved their wavy bo- 
ſoms, till carried upwards by the hurricane, 
they ſought the clouds; but finding no ſup- 
port, forſaken by the winds, they ſunk down 
again a ſhower of ſand, and covered in their 
fall every ſhrub and tree; and if they h 
been there, they would have buried whole 
Cities, with all their houſes, palaces, temples, 
and inhabitants !---Surely, 1 cried, with me 
the Gods are angry! 

When the outragious ſtorm was ee 
by the ſacrifice of all beneath, we deſcended 
the mountain; walking fearfully over the al- 
tered face of nature, till we arrived at a city, 
in a fertile vale: a delightful contraſt to the 
barren waſte of a ſandy deſert! There we 
learned that the Egyptian army, now the 
king was killed in battle, had marched towards 
Abiſſinia, led by Taxanko, my general, upon 
his aſſuming the crown. We directly purſu- 
ed our journey into Abiſſinia, but we had not 
been gone long, before the floodgates of hea- 
ven were opened, and for a month together, 
 inceftant rains poured down upon us, through 
the cloud-formed fluices. We attained with 


| difficulty, thus travelling halt naked, a recęſs 
from 


SY 
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from the vaſt diſmal floods; which threatened 
to involve us in its deluge. What did I ſuf- 
fer? without friends; without proper ſuſten- 
ance; half ſtarved in a ſtrange country, and 
my health greatly impaired! I ſhould have 
ſunk under the vaſt preſſure of my wretched- 
neſs, but for the friendly fidelity of my guide- 
companion, who ſoothed me to temperance. 

At length we found a ſhip bound to the 
capital of the Abiſſinians. We gladly went 
on board, but only to Fo through new miſ- 
fortunes. We. no ſooner gained the ocean, 
than a ſtorm arouſe, which toſſing the ſhip two 


days, now up into the very clouds, then let- 


ting us drop down the gulty deep, bulged 
us againſt a rock; on which, with the utmoſt 
fatigue we ſaved our lives. We crawled up 
the country; were taken priſoners, made ſlaves 


and parted. There the miſery 1 ſuffered, was 


almoſt maddening for a once great king! 
Naked, and fed with wretched proviſions, I 
laboured above my ſtrength, ſinking under 


the ſharp laſhes of a cruel tyrant! But fre- 


quently I would cry to myſelf; there is juſ- 
tice in my puniſhment. How many has my 
_ aſpiring pride reduced to the ſame torments I 
undergo? To what a eondition are we brought 
by our paſſions ! ,1I called upon death to waft 


me to the land of peace: but cheered by the 


ſoft wy ere of Hope, pointing to my loſt 


ſceptre, put not away from my heart the 
anxious 
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anxious deſire of life; and ſoon with 3 


heard my army was approaching. 


Thus, though I endured the ſevere inflicti. 
ons of misfortune, yet my proud heart did 
not ſtoop to make a proper ule of her leſſons. 
Inſtead of learning from adverſity to correct 


my paſſions, exalt my reaſon, and feel com. 


punction; I chiefly bewailed the loſs of power 


to gratify my evil propenſities; and with bit 


ter regret felt tribulation, without makin 
benefit of my diſtreſs; for ever blind to it; 
utility, and too partial to ſee its juſtice; while 
in the dark moments of deſpair, I could no: 
help arraigning even Providence. 

Drooping under the maladies of body, and 
pungent anxieties of mind, I had not iuffici- 
ent ſtrength to perform my day's appointed 
work ; at which my cruel taſk-maſter beat me 


| unmercifully, till I was rendered incapable 6: 


all labour, and then he ſent for a phyſician 
to heal my ſtripes, who, as well as myſclt, 


was a captive. When he came and ſaw my 


languiſhing ſtate he pitied me, and adminifter- 
ed ſeveral lenitives. 1 lay enfeebled on a poor 
bed of ruſhes, bewailing my misfortune in 
burſts, of diſpair, without a friend to ſooth my 
ſoul's anguiſh, or proper nutrimegt to ſuſtain 
ay body. As my kind phyſician was exa- 

ing my wounds, he ſaw two ſcars on my 
breaſt with aſtoniſhment. . He reviewed my 
pale viſage; he remarked my pinched up fea- 
. and ſtarting back at my uplitting 2 3 = 

whic 
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which had not loſt all their ſpirit ; he ſaid, art 


thou an Egyptian? and I replied in the affir- 
mative : trembling he demanded, full of re- 
collective ſurpriſe, Who art thou ?---1t is im- 
poſſible----you cannot be my dear king in 
this miſerable condition]! Alaſs, I replied, the 
tears ſtreaming from my eyes, your conjecture 


is but too true. 


Full of loyalty and ſoft compaſſion, to ſee 
a great king ſo wretchedly fallen, he knelt at 
my bed fide, and with the molt paſſionate 
burſt of pity, kiſt my trembling hand, and 
bathed it with his faithful tears, his heart be- 
ing too full for expreſſion. We continued. 
thus for ſeveral minutes ſpeechleſs, in the 


mingled ſoft ſenſations of love, pity, and ad- 


miration: after which he declared, he re- 
membered me by the ſcars onꝰ my breaſt, to 
cure which he had aſſiſted my phyſician. I 
charged him to be ſecret, reſolving ſoon to 
reveal myſelf to my army, which was ap- 
proaching; and I quickly recovered: for 
ſweet hope tore back the dark curtain which 
dire defpair drew over my ſoul, and pointed 
to my wiſhes a new world of felicity. 

The victorious Egyptians came, conquer- 
ed, and made me, among the reſt, their pri- 
ſoner. I required to ſee Abultus, the gene ral 
of horſe, who, I heard, diſapproved the exal- 
tation of Taxanko. When I came to _ 8 
tent, I deſired privacy. Thinkeſt thou, 
Abultus, I faid, with an authority that 18 
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prized, from one ſo meanly clad; thinkeſt 
thou, if thy real king was now emerging to 
notice, that his people would give him a 
loyal reception? Clapping his hand on his 
heart, he ſaid cautious, what I think is bu- 
ried here. Why doſt thou aſk this queſtion ? 
I quickly rejoined, becauſe I know he lives. 
Would to heaven, he cried, I could behold 
my dear prince, whom I love more than 
glory! See then, I ſaid, weeping, touched 
with his gratitude, ſee thy poor king, depreſt 
by exceſs of misfortunes! Behold the double 
{car you ſaw imprinted on my wretched bo- 
ſom! Aſtoniſhed he viewed the plain figna- 
tures, and remembered my voice, He fell 
at my feet; and kiſt my hand, burſting into 
tears, melted at the fight of unexampled woes: 
while deeply affected for ſome moments, 
agitated with conflicting paſſions,, I ſtood, 
rapt in a ſpeechleſs pauſe. _ Z- 
Then we laid our plan, and got all things 
ready in a week. Taxanko ordered all his 
great officers on a conſultation, in the royal 
pavilion. When Abultus entered, he left me 
as ſentinel; and ſaid to Taxanko, as he ſeat- 
ed himſelf on the royal throne, O my lord, 
the army is infected with the report, that 
the king is alive! To Abultus he ſaid, 
8 pain of death let no mention 
But my lord, ſaid Abultus haſtily, ſome de- 
clare the king is in the camp; and I know- 


if he is not, there is one that perſonates his 
| majeſty. 


n N 2 E. 187 
majeſty. Would to heaven I could ſee the 
impoſtor, this hand, by Oſiris, ſhould quench 


his ambition, Taxanko ſaid, black as thunder. 


Then you ſhall behold him, anſwered Abul- 


tus, opening the door, and introducing me to 


my nobles. How durſt thou, villain, faid 


Taxanko to me, perſonate ?----Throwing off 
my upper garment, while Abultus placed on 
my head a diadem, I appeared in nch im- 
perial robes. Behold, my lords, I cried, your 


long loſt king! At that, ſtarting up furious, 
Taxanko poiſoned his javelin, ſaying, taunt- 
ingly, take then, O king of impoſtors, the 


ſceptre of thy deſert; and he darted at my 


boſom the whizing ſpear, whoie well-meant 
aim I falſifed, by dropping on the ground; 
catching up my bow and arrow, and as Ta- 
xanko ſat down, frowning on the regal ſeat, 


I faid, traitor be thou fixt on the throne, and 


drew a fatal dart, which flying through the 
rebel, transfixed him to the throne! Then 


I fully revealed myſelf to the glad nobility, 


who received me with joy, ſhouting aloud, 
God fave the king; and all the army catch- 
ing the ſounds, re-echoed God fave the 
king. i 

But adverſity ſoon loſt its humilitating 
effect; I forgot its leſſons, and pride revived. 
Conquering as long as conqueſt was good, I 
glutted my heart with fame, glory and power; 
reſtoring ſome, and deſpoiling others; mak- 
ing kings themſelves my ſlaves, till deſtroying 
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five million of earth's inhabitants, I returned 
to my native kingdom, crowned with exceſs 
of glory, and loaded with immenſe ſpoil, the 
plunder of the globe; and was received as a 
God, though I had been acting as a devil! 
while my faithful queen at home governed 
with the utmoſt wiſdom. She gained the 
applauſe of the few, I of the milliop! For a 
long time I employed myſelf in "triumphs, 
where, ſeated god-like in a pompous car, 1 
was drawn by conquered kings, in chains of | 
gold; while their queens and princes wept at 
my chariot wheels, to grace my triumph. 
So ſoon does ſucceſs obliterate the leflons of 
adverſity ! 

Loſing my way in hunting, I was accoſted 
by a hermit, who knew me. Oh prince, he 
laid, to what good purpoſe was all this Waſte 
of victory! Would not yourſelf, and your 
kingdom, have been as happy, if you had 
never Jeft the banks of Nile? But perhaps 
you was the miniſter of inſcrutable Vengeance. 
Then my horſe, ſtung by a fly, ſprang Tos 
ward, and J loſt fight: of the hermit. 

Elated with ſucceſs, puft up with ride: 
and exulting in proſperity, Vanity induced me 
to think myſelf more than man; and I deter- 

mined to be adored as a God! A grand 
temple was erected to my honour; my image 
was conſecrated; my name enrolled among 
the Gods, and I received public a adoration. 


Oppoſed and condemned, I carried all by 
florceé. 


- 
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force. Ar length growing haiighty, fierce, 
and ſelfiſh, I commenced abſfoiute tyrant; 
making ſlaves of my ſubjects, and obliging 
them to build amazing piles of uſeleſs gran- 


deur in vain pyramids, that brave the tceth of 


all devouring time! 


Aa 


IMPIETY DEGRADED. 


Dramatic Incidents, and ſurprixing Turns. 


Nov having run the length of time allotted | 


to the career of Pride, and being ripe for pu- 
niſhment, I refrained not to affront contemp- 
tuouſſy the emperor of Perſia. He heard the 
diſhonour with a calmneſs that lulled me to 


deſtruction; for upexpectedly, like a violent 


whirlwind, which nothing can reſiſt, he r 
ed upon me ſuddenly, with a potent ara 
Parthians, Medes, and Perſians, beat do 
my proud erections; fired my orga P. pa- 


laces; ſubdued my country, and took me and 


my dear queen priſoners, confining me in a 


doleful dungeon. At firſt I was ſcized With 


a madneſs of rage. I blaſphemed the Gods, 
and curſt my exiſtence, longing for the means 
of death, though deſtitute of courage to uſe 


them to my own extinction. But by degrees 


my anger ſubſiding, I began coolly to en- 
quire into the cauſe of ſuch a ſudden change 
of fortune; and ſtating the caſe impartially, 
my judgment, though biaſſed by ang 

ove, 


Re” 


* Ame — 
— 


B —ͤ— 
388 


_ SITY 
. >, 26A 
I 7 
«<= Ix; j 
, 
— — 


—.— 


— — — — 


{4 
wn 13 
: : 
f 114 
i 
i ity | 
is 
1 
Cat 
: ' 
: 
: 
: : 
$$ 1% 
yall t 
i : ” 
Ag 
is : 
1 
+ , S 
11 1 *y 
* i! 
FT 
in 1118 f 
. 
1 
14 : 
2 
ki 
1 bo 
1 1 
. 
1 
i 1 * 
1 
11 
115 
1. 
. 
1 
* 
4 
l 
4 
141 
. 
5 
71 pf 
9 4 
4 
1 
1 * 
yl 
1 
14 
0 8 
* y 4 
17 
"7 14 
14 
5 
* 
7 
. 
1 1 
11 
= 4 \ 
30 | 
vi 5 L 
mv 
*\ SHA 
= 
} . 
"4 
N P : 
2 : 
oh i 
FE; 
j l 
: * 
p - 
1 
AS _ 
* 
Wy : 
n 19 
4 : = 
. 1 5 
1 
Li : 
# i 
TH A 
* 
. 1 
1 1 
4 © 
Ms | 
44 | 
j ' 
N a 
h 
.* 
244 
7 px. 
3 : 
”; : 
* 6 
44 
19 
1 
n 
1 
18 *{ of - 
uh \ 
5 
168 
1 * 15 
1 1 
i 
27 | 
HAT 
1 * 8 
. : « 
101 
of 
< 
N. 
- 4 
1 j 
#17 x 
# £1 7 
4. 
— 
0 by 
it . a 
"7 ö 
1 4 
{ ; : 
i 
* 1 4 " 
1 8 
o x 9 g 
17 / 
5 F 
1 
IS .1* 
1 it & 
; 14 
8 
+ 
My ö 
Us 6 F 
Wy *, y 
; 
: 
| 
» 


— —ä—ä—äů— .“x — ———— — 


—— - EI: 1 . - 
— — — — — — — —— — — 2 


6 -, Tux BONZE. 


Fl 


love, could not help acknowledging, that in 


ſome meaſure I deſerved my ſufferings. I his 


reaſoning ſoon taught me to begin the pain- 
ful taſk, though late, of retraining from che 
ſweet indulgence of firſt impulſes. Affliction 


is the beſt ſchool to rectify the human heart 


Thus, by a retroſpection of my paſt im- 
pieties, I ſaw their turpitude, and formed re- 
ſolutions, that if I ſhould ever regain my 


crown, taught by adverſity, I would give vp 


illicit delight and my paſſions, to ſtudy the 


happineſs of my people. But news came that 


J was to be made a public ſacrifice, and all 


my flattering hopes vaniſhed like unſubſtantial 


ſhadows. After all things were prepared to 


ſolemnize my immolation, before the prieſts 


demanded their victim, my queen was per— 
mitted to take a laſt farewell of her ruinated 
lord! She came with firm purpoſe to behave 
in all the dignity of erief, without the weak- 
neſs of ſorrow. But when ſhe beheld me in 
a dungeon; my royal garb difordered, and 
my limbs circled with chains; her firſt reſo- 


lution forſook her, and ſhe fainted in the arms 


of her female attendants. An agony of un- 


utterable dolour ſtupifying my ſoul, troze my 


limbs in motionleſs miſery! At length, caſ- 
ing my tortured heart with a flood of tears, 
I cried out, O wretch that I was, to involve 
this lovelieſt and beſt of women in my cala- 
mity ! Immediately orders came to drag me 


to my fate, * the Perſian monarch had ſo- 
lemnly 
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lemnly vowed a ſacrifice to the Sun, of the 
nobleſt fruit of war that he ſhould gather in 


the field of victory, which was myſelf. Such 


is often the fate of ſuperior grandeur! and 


the prieſts were not backward to demand the 


votive offering. _ — 


When they took from my wriſts the clang- 
ing manacles, I flew to my faithful queen's 
embrace ; but collecting all my fortitude of 


' ſoul, I ſaid, That I merit but too juſtly this 


fate, ye Gods, I muſt confeſs ; but that my 
queen mult incur the penalty, without ſhar- 
ing my guilt, is paſt comprehenſion terrible! 


Oh, my loved lord, ſhe nobly replied, feel 


not for my diſtreſs, which, heightened indeed 
by this fatal ſeparation, finds refuge in con- 
ſcious virtue, and the hope of meeting again 
never to part, in happier regions! The prieſts 
came; and weeping attendants covered her 
vaſt ſorrows with a veil. Then crowned with 
a chaplet of flowers, and nobly daſhing the 


bold intruding tears from my pale check, I 


was conducted to the temple, in the m 


ſolemn proceſſion; ſurrounded with choral 


_ prieſts, following young virgins ſinging hymns 
to ſoft flutes, in praiſe "of the cod of victory. 


When I entered the fane, the king and his 


nobles were eating themſelves under a 
throne and golden canopies ; the temple's 
ſuperb dome being open at top to admit the 


ſun's perpendicular rays. Soon as the uſual 
rites were Over, the high prieſt ſtanding on 
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the marble ſteps of the lofty altar, placed bis 
left hand in folemn prayer on my devoted 
head: I trembled. Conſcience bitterly re- 
proached me of all my vices; but true re- 
pentance, like a flaſh of lightening, ſhielded 
me from her darts; and I cried to myſelf, O 
Ambition, thou glorious frailty of the mind, 
I hurl thee from my foul! Ther lifting us 
his right, which bore the ſacerdotal Kit. 

and praying ſolemnly to the great ſource of 
light, the high prieſt, in act, was going to 
Pierce my heart! when a meſſenger arriving 
to the king, expeditious of ſome great intl 
ligence, put a ſtop to the dreadful immòola- 


tion! News was brought that Exmotus, the 
3 4 heir to the throne, which my father 


urped, had raiſed violent commotions in 
Egypt; and the only method left to prevent 
a total defection, was to ſend me to quell the 
diſturbances; for my people ſtill revived in 
their breaſts a ſacred veneration for my me- 


mory. 


The king commanding my deliverance, 
aſked me if I would conſent to pay him tri- 
bute, ſhould I prove ſo fortunate to regain 
my ſceptre. I eaſily acquieſced. To oblige 
their ſovereign, the prieſts ſoon found means 


to abſolve the king” S Vow. A treaty of peace 


was made, and we mutually on the altar- 
where I was doomed, interchanged the vows 
of perpetual amity. I flew withghe utmoſt. 


ſpeed into Memphis, on the wings of Nmpa- 


tience. 
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tience, My preſence ſoon rekindled the natu- 
ral love the Egyptians bore me; and remem- 
bering my former glory, and pitying my pre- 
ſent misfortunes, they placed me on the 
throne with unanimity. To complete my joy, 
I ſaw by my troops brought before me, 
bound in chains, my youthful competitor |! 
As ſucceſs had ruined before, misfortune now 
ſet to rights my mind. The ſchool of miſery 
alone could make me rational. - 

When the royal youth approached my pre- 
ſence, loaded with fetters, my heart yearned 
in his favour. I meditated a great ſtroke, and 
dared to do the juſtice that ſtruck me. To 
the aſtoniſhment of all the court, I deſcend- 
ed my throne, took off his chains, ſeated 
him under the regal pavilion, and pulling 
the crown off my own brows, I placed 1t, on 

his head. Behold, I ſaid, O prince, a ſacri- 
| fice you owe to Adverſity, who has taught 
me juſtice. I reſtore you, in the name of all 
the Gods, to your lawful right, and now 
become your ſubject. The youth lifting up 
his pale cheek, cried, O god-like prince, I 
thank you, for this generoſity; I will be as he- 
roic. Then ſupported by my ſervants, he came 
down, and taking the diadem from his head, 
be laid it at my feet, ſaying, behold ye gods, 
WW the crown I cannot wear, I ſolemnly refien, 
tor Oh---I am dying! And he gently ſunk 
liteleſs in the arms of his attendants, for fear- 
tul of impriſonment, he took a fatal doſe of 
poiſon, 8 N 
Vor. I. Ce V - Fonched 
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Touched with the untimely fall of fo love. 
ly a bloſſom, I ordered the prince's body to 
be embalmed with the choiceſt ſpices, and 
depoſited in a magnificent pyramid. Then 
I  convoked my ſubjects, and aſſured them, 
that as by indiſcretion I had involved the 
nation unneceſſarily in the miſeries of war, 
_ deſigned to make them a happy retaliation in 
the comforts of peace; and that giving up- 
my own private felicity, I would alone ſtudy 
their happineſs : ſolemnly calling upon all the 
Gods to witneſs the purity of my intentions, 
The people wept for joy, and out of love and 
gratitude ſent forth loud ſhouts of approbation. 
I honour my promiſe, I firſt ſelected x 
few ſages, venerable for wiſdom, virtue, and 
diſintereſtedneſs, joined to a love of thei 
country. Diveſting myſelf from the coſtly 
pomp of majeſty, I reſided in a ſmall palace, 
indeed remarkable for being neat and com- 
: modious : ſometimes relaxing my care-worn, 
mind, in a beautiful retreat, on the prolific 
banks of reedy Nile, fragrant with the flowery 
lotus. Thus the ſavings from my natural re. 
venue, enabled me to diſcharge the tribute I 


was obliged to pay the Perſian king, without 


being a burthen to my country. As I had 
been a wiineſs, in the progreſs of former wars, 
to the emoluments ariſing from trade, among 
the Tyrians and Sidomians, whoſe princely 
merchants, in a better manner than cruel war, 
made the whole earth their tributaries: 1 de- 


termined, above all things, to 1 the 
arts 


* 
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arts of traffic; to open the ports, that Com- 
merce might ſafely ride, amidſt his loaded 


9 


fleets, unſhackled with heavy impoſts; and 
that induſtrious Trade ſhould find employ- 


ment amidſt his buſy artiſts, and .laborious 


manufacturers, under the favour of Fe 
protection. 


For this e 1 choſe, frbm among the 


nobility, a PERSONAGE reſpectablo 3 in his |  ſena- 
* 7orial character, who was not excelled in his 
loyalty to his king, and love to his country; 
who, paſt the age of paſiion, was arrived at 
the maturity of rational manhood. Endowed 
by Nature with an extenſive capacity; a pe- 
netrating judgment, and y happy facility in 
the executions of genus, not ever weakened 
| by the excurſions of youth: he had perfected 
his mind with uſeful and polite literature, 
Joined to the knowledge of men, manners, 
and opinions. A perſuaſive orator in the 


ſenate; an upright counſellor in the cabinet, 


and an uncorruptible miniſter of ſtate; he al- 
ways ſteered amidſt the ſhelves of faction, 


and the ſtorms of party rage, with ſteady for- 


titude. Under the auſpices of a perſonage ſo 
able, Commerce knew perfection; for nothing 
eſcaped his vigilance, aſſiduity, and foreſight. 
He completed new branches in Trade; ſup- 
ported the languiſhing, and perfected the un- 
accompliſhed. - Thus a navy was eſtabliſhed; 
uſeful Induſtry employed the poor; Proſpe- 
pty failed in our harbours, and Plenty imiled 
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in our ſtreets; for Agriculture had a favourite 


encouragement. 

Beholding that my people ene! under 
loads of impoſts, which J had before laid on 
the nations broad ſhoulders; able indeed to 
bear much, and good policy it ſhould ſuſtain 
a little : I reſolved to ftrike a grand ſtroke in 
ſpite of intereſted murmurs, and leſſen a 
weight under which the very foundation of 

overnment began to totter, though the ſu- 
perb edifice, bearing aloft its elevated front, 
made a ſplendid appearance. The great 
affair was publicly ſcrutinized, and the argu- 
ments againſt narrow, partial, and ſelf-counſel 
ran thus----To lighten in part the ponderous 
ſtructure, how few will be affected! How 
many profited? To let it ſtand thus loaded 
may be dangerous, when ſudden emergencies 
forcibly add to its weight an tes, 


which in time muſt demoliſh the fabric, and 


bury in its ruins the whole nation. The next 
grand queſtion was, how it could be effected? 
Then the taſk was half performed, for on all 
hands it was not pronounced utterly imprac- 
ticable. A thouſand ſchemes were ventilat- 
ed; ſome hit, ſome failed; but vigorous exer- 


tions, animated with undeunred reſolution, 


ſurmounting the rocks of Difficulty ; attack- 
ing Danger; yan Oppoſition, and boldiy 
mounting the 

of viery on the fortreſs of Oppreſſion, and 
opened the gates of Peace and Plenty. 


each, planted ſoon the enſigns 


Properly 


2. 
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Properly ſupporting the dignity of nobles, 


{ ſhielded the lower rank from extortion, ren- 
dering the paths of Juſtice eaſy, its proceſs 
cheap, and its deciſions ſpeedy; it being an 
indelible ſcandal on government, that nothing 
ſhould be fo lawleſs as law, or more unjuſt . 
than Juſtice ! The ſpirit I exerted in con- 
quering nations wrongfully, was now in a juſt 
cauſe inflamed with ardour; and I overthrew 
whole armies of uſeleſs cuſtoms, inveterate 
formalities, wicked niceties, ruinous diſtincti- 
ons, and a thouſand money-catching raſcalities. 
Yet I rendered honeſt lawyers, and upright 
judges, awfully reſpectable. I ſought to know 
every grievance of my people, and dared to 
ſend redreſs in ſpite of every proud connexion. 
Though I found it impoſſible to conquer 
that hydra luxury, yet withſtanding its en- 
croachments, I ſet bounds to its enervating 
progreſs, fearleſs of Pride and Vanity: giving 
countenance to neat Frugality, and honeſt 
Simplicity; yet adorning the city with the 
nobleſt ſtructures of magnificence. Thus pro- 
ducing real benefits to my country, by the 
' vigour r of unbiaſed good: will, poſitive to pro- 
duce effect, without ſeeking or wiſhing popu- 
larity, IL was adored by a people who ap- 
plauded from their feelings; for Peace, Plea- 
ſure, and Plenty, reiterated their enjoyments, 
while many of the unfortunate found balmy 
alleviations from the hand of Benevolence. 


Here, 8 giving up ſome few ſelf-motives, 
which 


198 THE BON Z E. 


which indeed at firſt was painful, there came 
ſuch abundant harveſts of pleaſure, in the 
ſtudy and exerciſe of rendering the body of 
the nation happy, that earth cannot beſtow a 
more laſting and fincere felicity | | 
Thus I grew old/ in my people's love, 
when ambaſſadors arrived from kingdoms 
had ſubdued, to requeſt they might no longer 
be tributary. I gave them audience ſeated 
on my throne, ſurrounded with my guards, 
ſeemingly out of the reach of dangers ar: "= 
and ſhielded from miſchief, in the boſom c 
protecting love; when a fair youth of thc 
ambaſſador's train, ſtepping forward cried, O 
now, ye Gods, aſſiſt my vengeance. Then 
plucking from his veſt a little Javelin, in a 
moment he winged its paſſage deep under 
my heart. I fell back on my throne. My 
attendants ſhrieked with horrour at the deed 
deteſtable! The ſoldiers ſcizing the wretch, 
who in the ſcuffle almoſt eſcaped, were for 
hewing him into pieces, but the captain of 
the guard commanded them to deſiſt, that 
he might detect the whole conſpiration. 
Recovering a little, and knowing my life 
was drawing to its grand ceſſation, I would 
not ſuffer tlie javelin to be extracted, till! 
had heard what the traitor .declared. I de- 
manded to know what was the wicked cauſe 
that inſtigated his vile hand to murder a king 
who never could give him offence? To which 


he thus replied, undaunted. When Roms 
| * * 


= 
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the rage of proud ambition, cameſt deſtroy- 
half the world, entering the kingdom 


wk fire and ſword, in which my rather 


Zanga was a faithful ſubject, valiently op- 


poſing thy arms, true to his king and coun- 


try; him for his loyalty, which merited thy 
veneration, if thy heart had known ho- 


nour; didſt thou not deſpoil of all his for- 


tune, and give his patrimony to a traitor ? 
didſt thou not hear” his complaint with con- 
tempt ? Yes, tyrant, thou didſt! and my pa- 
rents ſunk beneath thy oppreſſion on the 


thorny pillow of Poverty! When this I. 


heard, as thou wert above human laws, the 
Gods conſenting to my vow' I devoted my 
life, to retaliate on thee their loſs of life 


at now it is effected, here I ſtand a willing | 
victim to thy utmoſt revenge, fince I have 


now vindicated the deſtruction of my e 
So help me all ye Gods! 

He ended a hero! and I ſaid, hear me ye 
nobles, and be obedient my people to this 
laſt command. As all his intimations are 
truth, and I confeſs the juſtice of this chaſ- 
tiſement, I give the youth his freedom; and 
require you to ſee his patrimony reſtored; 
which if not poſſible; I order a retaliation to be 
made him out of the effects I leave; the reſt 
T bequeath to my people; and may the Gods, 
accepting this laſt piece of juſtice, pardon 


the multitude of my offences, and let my 


life, for the many lives I have deſtroyed, be 


an atonement. So ſaying, I bowed my head, 
| and 


| 
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and my ſpirit, releaſed from its decayed tens. 
ment, was conducted in a moment far away, 


by the angel of death. Thus in the duſt fel 
the mighty conqueror ! _ 


The Third > ITS ol ÞTINIEINS of ZANGOLA, 


The Puniſhment of tyrannic Ambition. A Comet 
Peopled, deſcribed, and ſwallowed in the Sun 


When I appeared before earth's angelic 


9 


ſuperintendant, who, ſeated on his throne be. 


neath a vapour formed canopy, tinctured with 
purple and filver, beholding my trembling 
approach : for unimbodied I regained my 
native faculties; he ſaid; breaking through 


the laws of duty and command, you almoſt 
incurred an irrevocable doom; but thy peni- 


tence after misfortune obtains thee another 
probation. 

The whole ſolar ſyſtem conſiſting of the 
central ſun, around which various planets and 
their ſatellities, with the comets revolve, was 
created alone for thc puniſhment, probation, . 
and detecation of the lapſed angels; till 
through the merits of the god-like Meſſiah, 
fitted by their obedience, they regain the loſt 
dwellings of perfect happineſs. To me, Ab- 
diel added, was conſigned the power of carry- 
ing on the allotted trials, and inflicting the 
dooms of the failing ſpirits. It was the great 
deſire of thy ſoul to become the firſt of man- 


kind, and thy ambition was gratified. But 
x what 


. 
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| what was the conſequence? Didſt thou not 
prove a tyrant? and without making thy- 
ſelf happy, didſt thou not hurl millions into 
miſery; when it was thy; duty to have ren- 
dered every creature in the ſphere of thy acti- 
vity happy? Ruined families and ſlaughter- 
ed multitudes call out for vengeance, which 
not denied, 1s ſhortened” by thy late repent- 
ance: and I read in the mandates of heaven, 
that thy pumſhment will carry thee through 
various ſtations in exiſtence, before thou canſt 
be admitted to another probation, He ſaid, 
and charged a cometary angel with my deſtiny, 
I bowed dutious. ; 


The Fourth TRANSMIGRATION. 

The obedient power conveyed me to his 
rapid car, which, as he preſt the elaſtic ſprings, 
cut through parting ſpace, ſwifter than red- 
winged lightening travelling over the fields 
of darkneis. Soon we came within ken of a 
fery-tailed comet, receding in a long ellipſis 

from its burning centre the fun. That pla- 
net, ſaid the angel, is for ſome time thy deſ- 
tined habitation. Then he conducted me into 
its vapoury atmoſphere, from which, by di- 

vine permiſſion, he moulded, with concurring 
particles flying off the ſolid globe, a vehicle 

or body analogous to the human form, but 
larger, hardier, more robuſt, and of ſuch a 
curious texture, not to be. deſtroyed by ex- 
tremes of heat and cold; yet preſerving ſen- 

_ lation to the ſoul by nervous fibres, in a man- 

Vor. I. Da: ner 
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ner as men are ſuſceptible of pain and plea- 
ſure, with ſimilar feelings: adapting all to = 
ſtation. 

When my body was complete, I was in- 
ducted in the vaſt machine, and all its powers 
and movements ſoon, by his aid, became fa- 
miliar to my ſpirit, now uſed to confinement, 
'Then the angel introduced me-to the body of 
the comet, which arrived now to its happy 
mediate diſtance from the ſun, between the 
two extremes of exceſſive heat, and immenſe 
cold. Nature recovering from its parched ſta- 
tion, as the comet began to cool, ſoon revived 
by the refreſhing ſhowers continually falling 
from the aqueous atmoſphere; which was a 
denſe ſcreen, and ſhaded off in ſome meaſure 
the prodigious fire, the velocity of the ſunny 
ray put in motion around us, but continually 
broke, damped and blunted by the fountains of 
ich- ſurrounding us, for ever fell in 
cooling ſhowers. In an inſtant the barren 
ſurface of the comet, ſcorched and vitrified 
by its near approach to the ſun, gaining its 
tone of vegetation, began to quicken; and as 
by magic, herbs, flowers, trees, fruit, and 
grain, uproſe delightful, ripened to maturity, 
and were gathered; and depoſited in excel- 
ſively deep caverns, for the ſubſiſtence of the 
inhabitants. 

The ſyſtem of the whole cometary world, 
as it is little elſe but a ſtation of mere puniſh- 
ment, is analogous to the earth in its moſt 


— ſtate, and the worſt of its natives. 
— There 
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There are kingdoms and governments in the 


comets, but they are continually thrown into 


_ confuſion and anarchy, by the vile paſſions of 
Cometarians ; whom the ſevereſt . penalties, 
terribly inflicted, can ſeldom reſtrain. They 
are for ever in violent parties, ſtirring fierce 
rebellions; pulling down one king to raiſe up 
another, and waging the moſt cruel civil wars; 
or with other kingdoms fighting horrible bat- 


tles, amidſt the fires of a burning element, 


and the outrage of amazing tempeſts. 

The globe is principly peopled by the moſt 
wicked and notorious offenders from the 
earth, with a mungrel mixture of the beſt of 
the demoniac powers and as it is not a ſeat of 


trial, or a ſtate to refine nature, man arriving 


here with his ſoul enſlaved by the ſtrongeſt 
habits of indulging the paſſions ; ſuch crea- 
tures mult be in a miſerable ſtate of defection; 
and accordingly the inhabitants are not happy, 
but are continually engaged in direful enmi- 
ties, void of all friendſhip. Peace, pleaſure, 
and ſweet content, very ſeldom viſit theſe 
domains. Nor do benevolence, mercy, l:ind- 
neſs, honour, virtue, goodneſs, or any of the 
gentle affections ſway the boſom; but all 
within it is dark, moved by fierce revenge, 
anger, wrath, hatred, envy, cruelty, felfiſh- 


neſs; and the heart is a prey to the moſt out- 


ragious appetites ſtill ungratified; while all 


the powers of the underſtanding are employ- 


ed in the machinations of evil. 
. "Das: The 
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The year is performed by a revolution 
round the ſun, but makes an enormous ellipſis 
out of all proportion, by which the comet 
paſſes ſo near the ſun, as to be in danger of 
being attracted within its vortex, and becom- 

ing totally conflagrant. Thus haſtily revoly- 
ing in exceſſive light and heat, growing flower 
and ſlower as it recedes from bright Phebus, 
it launches out to the extreme verge of cold 
and darkneſs, wandering as it were, though 
in its boundary, through the heavens, di. 
penſing among the planets fiery matter, deus, 
and copious ſhowers of aqueous particles, 
which repleniſn the orbs too much exhauſted 
by the ſolar rays and vegetation. _ 
When the comet 1s at its fartheſt diſtance 
from the ſun, no language can deſcribe that 
terrible tyranny which the inhabitants ſuffer 
from the reign of Chaos; who hurls on the 
defenceleſs domains, ſtormy winds in direful 
tempeſts, and deluges with endleſs cataracts of 
waters, pouring from above, mixt with fea- 
thery ſnow, clattering hail, thunder and ligh- 
tening. Then he ſends on the wings of ſtern 
winter, blaſts of winds, fraught with exceſſive 
coldneſs, pinching the moſt hardy and gigan- 
tic almoſt to death with exceſs of bitter froſt, | 
whoſe petriſic mace nothing can withſtand; 
thus ſhivering,| dying on hills of ice, and 
mountains of ſnow. But the year being di- 
vided into four parts, Hope cheers the dying 


Joul with the rays of better Expectation. The 
comet 
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comet going from the ſun before it arrives at 
the regions, of cold, gains the middle point, 


which is a kind of temperate ſummer; and re- 


turning round the cold verge, before it ap- 
proaches the ſunny region, again it hkewie 
reſts in the intermediate fide ; twice a pleaſing 


relaxation from being broiled or froze to 


de 5 
Thus I carried on a miſerable exiſtence 
among the Cometarians, vexatiouſly engaged 


with parties, mixing among diſtracting tu- 


mults, entangled in haraſſing feuds, rebell- 


ing againſt ſuperior power,” baffled, defeated, 
impriſoned, and cruelly tormented in agonizing 


ſufferings; till releaſed and exalted, I fiercely 


ratified revenge, and every evil diſpoſition 
to the utmoſt ſtretch of wickedneſs. As if 


it was not ſufficient to undergo the moſt pain- 
ful extremes of heat and cold, to degrees of 


inexpreſſible miſery, we muſt torment the 


mind with ſuch excruciating pangs, that we 


rendered ourſelves incapable, - as well as un- 


worthy of the little ſatisfactions permitted for 
our enjoyment. At length our comet per- 
forming its office in the ſyſtem, ſupplying the 
planets, and carrying on various uſes, the 
ſun began, after, ſo long waſting itſelf by its 


, copious emiſſions of light, to require ſuſten- 


ance; and accordingly as our atmoſphere ap- 
proached, it gave a more Hery tail, and more 
forcibly attracted us to its ſurface. We ſaw 


the conſequence and trembled, but yet grew 
1 towards 
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towards each other more 1 1 wicket 


Then amidft vaſt exploſions of thunder, our 
atmoſphe e became abjorbed, and now all of 


us having power given to bear the ſight, be- 
ing as upon deck, we ſailed with dire velo- 
city towards the horrid ocean, were ſucked 


into the fiery gulf of the burning ſun, and ex- 


pired in the moſt . dreadful of all conflagra- 
tions! I ſhudder at the very remembrance! 


2 


The Fifth TRANSMIGRATION. 


Material fire having no power over ſpiri- 
tual eſſence, I was conducted back to the 


carth; and that great mind, which a world 


before. ſeemed too ſmall to contain, was 


crouded now as it were into a knit, which 
opening by maternal warmth, I became in 


full maturity a ite, to the nalted eye imper- 
ceptible. The whole travels of my life were 
bounded by the circumference of an inch! 


What a ſhrinking in of ſoul was that? You 


ſtare !----but where, my friend, is the ridicu- 
lum, of ſhutting up the ſpirit of that Alexan- 
der you have admired, in the ſmalleſt atom; 
who vainly wept he had no other worlds to 
ruin, and who made ſo vile a uſe of the one 


of extenſion ? 


Short, indeed, was my exiſtence in that 
ſtate, for after I had performed the triſting 
functions of my life, ſuch as digeſting a few 
atoms, becoming a parent, and moving a few 


moments, I flipped my ſtrait and irkſome 
confinc- 
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confinement, not without peculiar pains and 
feelings paſt deſcription. Then my naked 
ſoul floating in ſpace, was propelled into the 
central fluid, poiſed in the yolk of an egg. 


The Sixth TRANSMIOGRAT ION. 
The Conqueror 's Chaſtiſement continued. 


My next tranſmigration bore ſome analogy 
to my former martial diſpoſition, for I became 
a ſprightly game-cock. When I was young, 
indeed ſuffered the inſults of the dung-hill 
brood, but not out of cowardice; and ſoon 
finding my ſtrength equal to my courage, I 
ſhewed a lively reſentment to all who dared 
to preſcribe my walk, and bounce me from 
the pullets. At length attacked by a large 
dung-hill cock, who was robed with grand 
featherage; though he cuffed me down with 
his heavy jumps, picked my comb with his 
ſtrong beak, and flapped me off with his 
broad wings, yet I ſupported myſelf with ſuch 
courage and agility, that he barely kept the 
field of battle, ſwelling out his breaſt, and 
crowing vociterous triumph. | 

I choſe the fide of a favourite hen, and our 
tender regard was mutual. At night we to- 
gether went to rooſt, ſlept by each other's 
fide, and at the opened morn I called her 
forth with my ſhrill pipe, anſwering to my 
feathery neighbours; and when, ſcratching by 
her loved ſide, I found a grain, I clucked, 
and fondly reſigned it to her ivory bill. The 
| 2 | captain 
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| captain of the dung-hill beholding our loves 

3 completed, as the ſun ariſing cheered the ſpi- 
| rits to amorous parleys, ruſhed: with Happing 
wings to raviſh my ſcreaming bride before 
my face. Animated with love and revenge, 
thundering I flew, and checked his progreſs 
before the whole brood; and fighting with 
uncommon fury, in ſpite of all his efforts, 
kept my ground; my courage ſtill riſing, 
while his flagged, till I beat the oreat coward 
with my ſharp ſpurs, and made him _ 
ſqualling. Then aſcending the dung-hill, and 
flapping my wings, crowing aloud, I pro- 
claimed myſelf captain, ever after maintain- 
ing my dignity by nes over the whole 

community. 

But ſoon the time came, after due training, 
that I was to ſhew my proweſs on a nobler 
ſtage; for I was pitched upon by my mal- 
ter to fight a great battle with another of the 
game. Accordingly the time arriving, I was 
armed with gauntlets, and preſented in the 
midſt of a cock-pit, which was the area of 
an amphitheatre, lined with multitudes of 
rogues, gulls, and ſhouting ſpectators; and 
undaunted' I anſwered their applauſe with re- 
peated crowings. But ſurely nothing can be 
more derogatory to a civihzed being, than 
giving countenance to diverſions only fit for 
barbarians who love blood in their ſports: for 
in a poliſhed country it argues a ſavage na- 


ture, to re in Ry ſo full of "cruel- 
ty. 


Ll 
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ty. But what makes it worſe, gentlemen give 
protection, and even become one among a x ſet 


of villains, gameſters, and cheats, who play- 


ing for money, practiſe all manner of roguery. 

Thus a Chineſe prince of the blood was juſtly 

degraded, for attending theſe battles. 
Cheared by our ſeconds, and our valourous 


ſpirits arouſed, we ſoon began the. attack, af- 


ter flapping our wings: then ſpringing up 
alert, we cut one another in a terrible man- 
ner, till covered with blood, and gaſhed with 


wounds, we brought tranſports to the eyes of 
Cruelty. To our ſtrength and courage, we 


ſhewed the arts of generalſhip, in feints, re- 


treats, and unexpected attacks; till at length, 


calling up all my powers, I ſtruck my enemy 
through the brain, at which he darted up- 
wards, and tumbled dead at my feet. Then 
ſtanding on his back, I joined the outcries of 
the winners with noiſy rejoicings. 


Not long did I enjoy my victory, for weak: | 


as I was, my maſter challenged me againſt a 
freſh ſoldier, and was accepted. I met my 
rival in fame undaunted; and finding my 


ſtrength almoſt exhauſted. I huſbanded the 


little that remained, ſpringing ſure to my 
blow; while he flew careleſs ſtrokes, far above 
my down-dropping head: but juſt as I was 
on the point of conqueſt, he gave me an un- 
lucky cut in the gullet, that faint with loſs of 
blood and ſpirits, I dropped never to rife, 
and left him victor amidſt the pities and ap- 
plaufes of the barbarians. 
„ E e '... ZANGOs 
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Which concludes the Puniſhment of cruel Ambition, 
Thus again diveſted of form, and greatly 


agitated, ſeeking as it were a covering, I was 
impelled by my former undeterged Jove of 
carnage, into the juſt forming vehicle of a 
leopard. And where, according to common 
reaſon, and the nature of things, is there in 
this an impropriety? Here in China you 
frequently behold a kolao, or miniſter of ſtate, 
for miſdemeanours, degraded into a common 
ſentinel; guarding the palace gate which be- 
fore he entered, as a companion and counlel- 
lor to its mighty monarch. And are there not 
men, who though retaining the human form, 
yet have not preſerved one gentle ſpark of hu- 
manity, to warm them to benevolence? whoſe. 
hearts are ſo utterly abandoned, and reſigned 
to the dictates of mean ſelfifanch, and ſo cal- 
lous, as to fee] or encourage but for what 
concerns themſelves, no ſenſibility; yet draw- 
ing from others with judicious pliancy, a 
world of beneficial advantages! Thus may 
be traced the ſtrongeſt analogy between men 
and brutes: while ſome few, in unſeduced in- 
fancy, appear with lamb-like innocence, and 
the amiably tender dove's kindneſs modulates 
the- mind of athers: how many ſtand forth 
ſtaring mere bears, wolves, foxes, and tygers; 


making prey on the weakneſs, folly, and 
vices 


* 


: 
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vices of mankind? Were ſuch as theſe in- 
ſtantaneouſly transformed into the creatures 


they repreſent, the tranſition would be little, 


and the things not ridiculous. Do you not 
every day behold the hairy catterpiller meta- 
morphiſed into a butterfly; and from a creep- 
9 oh BET Oy oy . . 
ing worm become a beautiful inſect, adorned 
with brilliant elegance ? which 1s not more 
ſurprizing than Tranſmigration, only as not 
being relative to man. This of degeneracy. 
But how ineſtimably precious to the eyes of 
the moſt exalted beings, muſt be that perſon, 
who ſurrounded in a world of ſad ſeduction, 


by powerful temptations; and bearing within 


him a nature prone to delight in evil; yet 
from a principle of duty to his creator, ſets 
himſelf to withſtand his depraved diſpoſition, 


to regain new and better affections on the 


ruins of the old, and to refine: his nature! 


This is God-like, and his change will be 


adequate, But how deſpicable thoſe perſons 


whom heaven has endowed with ſuperior qua- 
lities of mind; to ſolid ſenſe has joined a good 
diſpoſition, and giving an amiable figure, has 
placed them in exalted ſtations; how deteſt- 
_ able muſt they appear to vitiate ungratetully, 
and pollute themſelves meanly, with the fol- 
lies and vices of a world, to which they ought 
to have riſen ſuperior, in an orb of goodneſs 
thining down examples and benefits to inferior 
ſtations? Oh, wiſh not to be rich and beau- 
tiful, | VV | 

| B Born 


D 


# 
4 
Py ; 
17 
4 — — — 


— — AT ITC 
—— yr tm eee rho — —— — 
. — 3 — 


| 


: 
_—_ —— uu 


A . 
inn — 
— 


— — 
— 
— 


* 3 4 3 — —ů — — — 7 *. * a — 
_ 1 n * . 
SA 2 2 — 
— 


212 TAE B ON 2 E. 


Born in the cavern of an extenſive foreſt, 

I was the only whelp of my fond mother, 
who, though a declared enemy to moſt crea- 
tures, was tender of her off. ſpring. In time 
my bony limbs extending, I became a ſpotted 
leopard; my mother feeding me with the 
prey ſhe inſtructed me to catch for life's ſup- 
port. Playful in the warm ſun, aſide our ſe- 
ret retreat, I would uncoothly ſport around 
my ſtudious parent. Then growing more ro- 
buſt in a kind of martial exerciſe, 1 tried my 
limbs preparative of war; climed up with 
awkward legs the ſandy rock, tumbling unex- 
perienced heavily down its moſſy ſides, and 
recovering I would leap up as to my prey, 


ſeize the pollard's * whet my 
infant claws; grin witk tender teeth halt 
grown, preluding to futurey battle; or crouch 
in the buſhy ſhrub; then ſpring alert, and 
ſcour along the hilly flope. 

us the powers of my mind were con- 
frcined to 4 by the coarſer organization, 
and to know by peculiar ſenſation: the rati- 
onal faculty deeply clouded by its carnal con- 
tact, could only emit a few partial rays, in 
confined directions, which was inſtinct ; and 
while other qualities were locked up, and in- 
veloped with fleſh, yet full ſwing was given 
a tew paſſions and appetites, which of ne- 
ty with the outward form conſtituted the 
pecies. So may a glorious ſpirit live and 


put forth actions, yet only be an -oyſter ! 
5 Thus 


5 
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| wh the fondneſs of deſire between the ſexes 
for propagation, the affection of the mother 
for preſervation, the hunger of appetire to 
maintain, and ferocity of courage to procure; 
and all the ſenſes in auxiliary perfection ſerv- 
ed to keep up the race, as it were by me- 
chaniſm. | | 3 
Arriving at leopardine maturity, beautiful- 
ly ſpotted, being a male, I choſe, or was at- 
tracted, by a female mate, before whom I 
growled intolerable love, and was accepted; 
the paſſions and ſharp appetites bearing the 
ſting of youthful and ever-edged keenneſs. 
Together we ſcoured the foreſt for food, 
hunting beneath the ſilent moon, or by each 
other's ſide, faithfully fought againſt all op- 
poſition. I boldly led the way, hazardous to 
ſeize the trembling flocks of the hills, and 
perſue the grazing herds, ſcattered over the 
plain; while amidſt the toils and dangers of 
the undaunted and contriving hunters, ſhe + 
would follow, aſſiſt in tearing down the ſpurn- 
ing bull in ſpite of all his ſtrength, not inti- 
.midated by his :oud roar, or repelled by his 
ſtrong- pointeq horns : and ſharing together 
the plunder, over which growling, we ſcarce- 
ly forbore to quarrel, we glutted ourſelves 
with blood and cruelty ; then we would ſtalk 
to our moſſy den, and ſnore away the day. 
Our habitation was in the boſom of a rocky 
hill, buried in a foreſt, at the extremity of a 
deſert, covered with brambles, and crowned 
with 


\ 


_now afforded no friendly retreat, e his 


meet 22 deſtruction. 
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with lofty trees, deep ſhading the narrow en- 


trance; which was an aperture that, black 
opening, yawned diſmal before a path, WOrn 
through tangling ſhrubs by our frequent in- 
greſs. One evening as mght advanced, a ter- 
rible tempeſt overtook a traveller, and drove 
him into the foreſt, to eſcape the fiery ligh- 
tening's threatening flaſh, which now exceſſive 

darkneſs over-ſpread the face of nature, ſerv-. 
ed viſibly to reveal horror in all his direfl 
ſhapes, where before he was only in idea Pain- 


fully uncertain. 


But foon a peal of thunder burſting over 
the diſmayed paſſenger's head, hurrying over 
him a ſhowery deluge, obliged him to forſake 
the dropping trees, ” which now wet him to 
the very ſkin. With trembling nerves, and 
tottery feet, from this to that covert, which 


cautious ſteps; ever and anon ftarting\ as he 
heard the loud exploſions, inmixed with more 
terrific ſounds of prowling ſavages ; whoſe 
diſaſterous roarings, by the hills and vaulted 
grottos reverberated, appaled. His ſoul. Soon 
by the light of a broad flaſh, that foreran the 
loud burſt of thunder, he beheld with j Joy the 
opening that Ted to our cavern, and with 
eager haſte he ran, in hope to find a happy 
ſhelter ; yet fearing, now _ orm ſe- 
cure, that where he fought for ſafety, he might 
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At length with undetermined ſteps, ſink- 


ing with varied fears and terrors, his anzious 
foreboding heart imaging irreſiſtible danger 
from ſhaggy lions, and all the bloody mon- 

ſters of the wood, he entered our gloomy 
cave; whoſe vaulted roof reſounding with his 
crackling tread, while his breath came ſhort, 
awakened the nicer ear of my mate, who 
roaring loud arouſed me from fleep. Starting 
on my feet, I ſmelt” ireſh the human ſcent, 
and rebellowing ſprang to ſeize the horribly 
confounded traveller, What were his diſ- 


treſſes ? paſt deſcription, and worſe than dy- 
ing! But I ſoon put him out of his pain, for 


as he turned to eſcape Followed quickly after, 
beat him down, tore ofthis oppoſing hand, 
and then we made a monſterous feaſt on his 
gory limbs, quivering with the nerve of life; 
while to his bitter ſcreams we growled hor- 
rific, with infernal triumph! O wretched man, 
how art thou ſurrounded with hoſts of evil! 
One morning while the ſun aroſe, after I 
had been ranging the foreſt ans in queſt of 
prey, and was returning to repole my weary 
limbs with fleep in my cool cavern; as I was 
drinking at a brook, delightfully aſſuaging 
my thirſt in a kind of vale of graſs, ſur- 
rounded by trees: ſtarting I heard among the 


ſhrubs a ruſtling, and looking round, I be- 


held, quite aſtoniſhed, the terror of the 
wood, a fire-eyed lion, grim of aſpect, driv- 
ing towards me with his ſhaggy main briſ- 
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opened immenſe horror, grintiis 


and threatened deſtruction. He leaped at me 
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fling up, through the tangled brake. I ſaw 
my ſuperior, and trembled for the one. 
quence, yet, uſed to conquer, I diſdained to 
fly; eſpecially as he was but young. Indeed 
I opened a paſſage to give him clear his line 
of direction, but, he looked terrible battle. 


His brawny neck thickly diſordered with hair, 


is mouth 
terrific 
teeth. His whizzing tail laſhed Ris broad 
back, or ſwept his huge big-boned legs, arm- 
ed with dreadful claws; while his hideous 
roar denounced war, and ſhook the foreſt. 
proclaiming the approach of its angry king 
in thunder! 

Fear now ſeizing my heart, firſt prevailed 
over my fierce courage. I couched back, 
looking terrified, and would have fled, had 
fair eſcape been open: but as he drew near, 


ſheltered invincible ſtrength. 


my ferocity, urged by deſpair, kindled with 


redoubled vigour. The voracious lion no- 
cleared, ruſhed towards me with headlong 
force, to overturn me with weight of fleſh, or 
lifting up his vaſt paw, to beat me down by 
bony ſtrength: but cat-hke, ſpringing ſide- 


Ways, 1 eluded the onſet, and darting for- 


ward, ſeized his ſhoulder, too nimble for ſuch 


2 clumſy Ajax. With ſharp ſet fangs, [ 


tore off, ſnarling hideous, a goary mouthful. 
At which his fury ariſing outragious, rebel- 
lowing to the hills he expreſſed his anguiſh, 


all 
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all furious, and not being able to withſtand the 


| ſhock, I ſuffered his gripe, and willingly fell 

on my back, while ſnorting over me he Lized 
my throat: but my hinder paws being at 
liberty, with my ſharp long talons, I harrqw- 
ed up the ſofter ſkin of his abdomen, and 
| ſhould have torn out his very inteſtines, if he 


had not unfaſtened his firm hold. He did: 


he roared ; and grinned deſtructive with jaws 
amazing. Es 


In a moment with agility I ſprung upon : 


my feet, and loſing no time, flew on my 
weakened foe; he received my attack with 


im anger and diſdain, and after I pierced 
1 tawny coat, he ſhook me off with a deep 


wound. Then tearing up the earth, exerting 
all his ſtrength, he galloped upon me with 
redoubled force; he beat me eaſily down, 
aud overturned himſelf. Uprolling, panting, 
bleeding, foaming, both ſcorning to fly, we 


turned face to face, and renewed the attack. 


Earth ſhook beneath our feet. The foreſt 
with our cries reſounded; and amidſt clouds 
of duſt, we exerted all our proweſs. At length 
daſhing me to the ground, he tore open my 
throat, while in the agonies of death, I cut 
his arterial veſſels; and now, half weakened 
by former wounds, he tottered and reeled 


with loſs. of blood; till ſatiating his revenge 
with wrenching off my limbs, he ſunk at my 


de, groaning a iniſerable triumph; and toge- 
ther we both expired. So nations worry each 
. 9 "other 
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other to death, and to as little,purpoſe! Here 


Zangola ſtopped, and made a pauſe concluſive, 


| foftening his voice to a gentle period. 


When we conſider the actual preſence of 
chat horrid monſter Cruelty, who reigns domi- 


nant over the globe; and that all things are 


produced, and the whole univerſe is ſuperin- 
tended by an Almighty Creator, who of all 


_ beings is the moft beneficent, how aſtoniſhing 


it is to think, without pre-exiſtence, that 0 
inhuman a principle ſhould be interwoven 
throughout our terraqueous ſyſtem? The 
whole race of animation are in a ſtate of war 
vith each other, and to devour an enemy 


ves the greateſt joy. Many creatures feem 


paradoxically ſent here to propagate ' and to 
deſtroy; and if not dangerous in nature, are 
uſeleſs and infignificant. How many are 
bound to prey upon each other for their very 
ſfuſtenance? while at laſt tyrant man, the 

xt devourer, is himſelf devoured by worms! 
© humilitating circumſtance to thoſe who are 
exceffively fond of a frail exterior; that empty 
-—ngmns and a painted vapour! What amaz- 

ferocity glares in many creatures, who 


internally impelled, take a ſhocking delight 


in deſtruttion; with monſterous teeth, claws 
ſtrength, and agility, adequate to their Bos 


RNS "T heſe 22 may lay a0 mecha- 


Hy. ' Granted. 
But even man, che lord of creation, the 


maſter- piece of Nature, who has free. Na 
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and reaſon, is himſelf direfully tinctured with | 
this-ſavage diſpoſition. How many are in- 
ſenſible ta the miſery they beſtowm on others? 1 
if they receive from it any profit or pleaſure, 
How cold is man to relieve the ſufferer; mau- 
gre the voice of charity, wherg he is not in- 
tereſted? But ſome obtain a horrid joy in 
the carnage and devaſtations of war; glory- 
ing to fee the infernal mine blow up thou- 
ſands! while many receive a careleſs Fctisfute =; 
tion in killing the helpleſs race; whom, nor 
the elegance of their ſhape, the beauty of 
their gloſſy veſture, nor the artleſs muſic af 
their voices, can  mollify ; though ſweetly 
tuning, as it were, the ſofteſt prayers and 
tender ſupplications! 

The reaſon of all this ſeems deeply hid! 
But however latent the cauſe, this is moſt 
poſitive truth, that barbarity debaſes the vital 
principle: to the, loweſt ſtep of : degeneracy : 
and that nothing raiſes human nature to ſuch 
a ſublime exaltation, as active Mercy! She 
inſtructs us worthily to imitate the beſt, and 
moſt glorious of all beings! Sweetneſs of 
temper, and gentleneſs of manners; where 
ready pardon- ſmiles gracious on frail offen- 
ders; where humanity aſſiſts the unfortunate, 
and where honour rewards the deſerving, gives 
us the fineſt poliſh, and the fineſt pleaſure! 
How enobling then is generoſity of ſoul ? 
which uncontracting from the narrow ſphere 
of ſelf, flows out upon all beneath, a _ of 

| : ne- 
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beneficence! receiving in return the incenſe of 
de due praiſes here, and hereafter a glo- 
ortality ! 


us he was, man may ſhine like a God 


an cant in the 3 orb of an enlarged 
around the copious 


ſity ; 
rays of univerſel bleſledneſs——ls it not won- 


can he groveling and tyrannic be ſtained with 
and eee with rd. 


